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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Office  Incumbent 

Sturdy  Hospital,  City  Represen- 
tative on  Board  of  Manaji;ers  John  W.  McIntyre,  AIayor-2 
William  Marshall,  ex-officio 
Francis  S.  Manchester-2 
Albert  W.  Evans 
Frank  Fi.  MacDonald 
Francis  P.  Cronan,  Chairman 
Hayward  H.  Sweet 
Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  I). 
Mrs.  Caroline  S.  Holden 
Mrs.  Margaret  Conro 
John  Stevenson 
Edwin  F.  Leach,  Chairman 
Miss  Edith  L.  Claflin 
Raymond  M.  Horton,  Treas. 
Mrs.  Winthrop  F.  Barden,  Sec. 

Librarian  Miss  Elizabeth  Lucile  Palmer 


Board  of  Licenses- 1 


Public  Library,  Trustees  of- 1 


(Appointed  by  Library  Trustees) 


Lockup  Keeper- 1 
Mayor- 3 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark- 1 


Ernest  W.  Holt 
John  W.  McIntyre 
Harold  Demers 
Richard  Bauer 
Frank  J.  Donnelly 
Robert  C.  Perriello 


City  Messenger- 2 
Milk  Inspector 

(Appointed  by  Health  Officer) 

Park  Commissioners- 1 Thomas  G.  Sadler 

Samuel  M.  Stone,  Chairman 
Harry  C.  Wolfenden 

Park  Superintendent  John  K.  Anderson 

(Appointed  by  Park  Commissioners) 


City  Physician- 1 
Planning  Board- 1 


Plumbing  Inspector 


Dr.  Leo  Varden 
Harold  K.  Richardson 
C.  Wallace  Cederberg 
J.  Burleigh  Moulton 
Rev.  Frank  L.  Briggs 
Joseph  M.  Finberg,  Chaiiman 
Robert  W.  Mawney 
Walter  A.  Cunningham 
John  Bullock 


(Appointed  by  Health  Officer) 


Police  Commissioners- 1 


Police  Dept.-i 
Public  Works  Dept.-i 
Recreation  Commissioners- 1 


Board  of  Registrars- 1 


Everett  H.  Lundsten 
Curtis  H.  Witham 
John  E.  Turner,  Clerk 
Raymond  F.  Brennan,  Chairmai 
Ernest  W.  Holt,  Chief 
Robert  W.  Mawney,  Supt. 

Wm.  A.  Blackburn,  Chairman 
Thomas  H.  Moore 
George  T.  Oldham 
Bernard  A.  Macdonald 
Thomas  F.  Nolan,  Chairman 
Felix  A.  Desmarais 
Mrs.  Eva  L.  Kent,  Clerk 


Term  Expires 

February,  1940 
February,  1940 
February,  1940 
June,  1941 
June,  1943 
June,  1945 
February,  1940 
February,  1940 
February,  1940 
February,  1941 
February,  1941 
February,  1941 
February,  1942 
February,  1942 
February,  1942 
Indefinite 

February,  1940 
January,  1941 
February,  1940 
February,  1940 
February,  1940 
Pei-manent 

February,  1940 
February,  1941 
Febi’uary,  1942 
Permanent 

February,  1940 
February,  1940 
February,  1940 
February,  1941 
February,  1942 
February,  1943 
February,  1944 
February,  1944 
February,  1940 

February,  1940 
February,  1941 
February,  1942 
Feliruary,  1943 
Febi-uary,  1940 
February,  1942 
February,  1939 
February,  1940 
Febiuary,  1941 
February,  1940 
February,  1941 
February,  1942 
February,  1943 
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Office 


Incumbent 


Term  Expires 

Indefinite 
July,  1940 
March,  1942 


School  Committee- 3 


Supt.  of  Schools 


Contributory  Retirement  Board  Edward  H.  Brown,  Ex-officio 

Earl  P.  Cooper- 1 
Louis  R.  Wilmarth 

(Elected  by  Mem.  of  System) 

Harold  D.  Baker,  Jr. 

Leland  B.  Smith 
Edwin  P''.  Thayer,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Dorothy  R.  Worman 
William  A.  Blackburn 
Mrs.  Lida  H.  Holbrook 
Allen  Remington 
Mrs.  Rena  Rounseville 
Mrs.  Alice  Stobbs. 

Lewis  A.  P'ales 

(Appointed  by  School  (k)rnmittee) 

School  Nurse  Dorothy  B.  Wendell,  R.  N. 

(Appointed  by  School  Committee) 

School  Physician  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Battershall 

(Appointed  by  School  Committee) 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  i Daniel  O’Connell 
Sewer  Loan  Commission- 2 John  W.  McIntyre,  Mayor,  ex-officio 

William  Marshall,  City  Treasurer,  ex-officio 
Victor  R.  Giencross-2  February,  1940 

Harvey  E.  Clap- 2 February,  1941 

Soldiers’ Relief  & P>urial  Agent-2  Louis  R.  Wilmarth  February,  1940 

City  Solicitor- 1 Henri  G.  Proulx  P'ebruary,  1940 

City  Stenographer- 2 Pearl  P".  P'ales  February,  1940 

City  Treasurer-3  William  Marshall  January,  1941 

Trustees  of  the  Capron  and  Deborah  Starkey  Pounds — All  Plx-officiis 

John  W.  McIntyre,  Mayor 
William  Marshall,  C’ity  Treasurer 
PMwin  P\  Thayer,  Chairman  of  School  Com- 
mittee. 

John  B.  Stenberg,  Cffiairman  P^ebruary,  1940 

Norman  J.  Stone  February,  1941 

Paul  11.  Weiss  February,  1942 


January,  1941 
January,  1941 
January,  1941 
January,  1941 
January,  1943 
January,  1943 
January,  1943 
January,  1943 
January,  1943 
Permanent 

Permanent 

Permanent 

P'ebruary,  1940 


Board  of  Public  Welfare- 1 


1 Appointed  by  Mayor  2 Elected  by  Council  3 PTected  by  Voters 
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Harold  W.  Cole  Christopher  W.  McNary  Bradford  E.  Tyndall 

Councilman-at-large  Councilman-at-large  Councilman  --Ward  2 
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Frank  MacDonald  Francis  P.  Cronan  Albert  W.  Evans 

Member  of  Board  of  Tdcenses  Chairman— Board  of  Licenses  Member  of  Board  of  Licenses 
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Harvey  E.  Clap  Victor  R.  Glencross 

Sewer  Loan  Commissioner  Sewer  Loan  Commissioner 


ANNUAL  REPOirr 
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Report  of  the 
City  Clerk 


Annie  A.  Wheeler 
City  Clerk 


''lo  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

1 herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Clerk  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 


Receipts 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Sale  of  Second  Hand  Motor  Vehicles S 51.00 

Hackney  Carriage  and  Express 46.00 

Sale  of  Articles  on  the  Lord’s  Day 335.00 

Victuallers’  and  Innholders’  Licenses 100.50 

Bowling  Alley  and  Pool  Tables 150.00 

A uctioneers’  Licenses 12.00 

Junk 150.00 

Dealer  in  Second  Hand  Furniture 2.00 

Theatre iOO.OO 

Sunday  Entertainments 123.00 

Skating  R ink 50.00 

Storage  of  Casoline  and  Loaded  Ammunition 54.25 

Awnings  and  Signs 114.00 

Marriage 530 . 00 

Sale  of  Firearms 2.00 

(Carnival 3.00 

Coif  Driving  Range 15.00 

Sale  of  Voting  Lists 8.00 

Beano 400 . 00 

Sundry  Permits 78.80 


$2,324 . 55 

Recording  Mortgages,  etc $ 370.00 

Certified  Copies  of  Records 209.05 

Dog  Tags  and  Transfers  of  Dog  Licenses,  etc 10.70 

Registration  in  Optometry .50 

R egistration  in  Medicine .50 

*Fees  for  Issuing  Dog  Licenses 315.60 

JFees  for  Issuing  Sporting  Licenses 257.00 


$1,163.35 


Paid  to  Treasurer $3,487.90 


*The  sum  of  $3,801 .00  was  received  for  dog  licenses  and  paid  to  the  City  Treas- 
urer, less  fees  retained  by  city  for  issuing  same. 

JThe  sum  of  $2,217.00  was  received  for  issuing  sporting  and  trapping  licenses 
and  paid  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game,  State  of  Massachusetts,  less  fees 
retained  by  city  for  issuing  same. 
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The  numbei  of  marriages,  births,  and  deaths  recorded  is  as  follows: 


Marriages 329 

Births 049 

Daeths 3S3 


Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  Section  17  of  the  Charter,  I submit 
herewith  a record  of  the  attendance  of  members  at  the  meetings  of  the  Municipal 
Council  during  the  year  1939. 

Number  of  Meetings 


Names  of  Members  Attended 

Total  number  of  meetings 34 

Cyril  K.  Brennan  30 

Harold  W.  Cole 32 

George  H,  Entwistle . .31 

James  A.  Fieeman 31 

Arthur  F.  Gehrung 20 

fG,  Dallas  Jencks 30 

Herbert  C.  Lavigueur 33 

Francis  S.  Manchester 33 

JChristopher  W.  McNary 25 

Bradford  E.  Tyndall 29 

*James  L.  Wiggmore 1 

Arthur  E.  Young 29 


fElected  January  11,  1939 
tElected  March  7,  1939 
*Deceased  PYbruary  10,  1939 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  A.  WHEELER, 

City  Clerk. 
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Report  of  the 
City  Treasurer 


William  Marshall 

City  Treasurer 


To  His  flonor,  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council; 

1 herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  ending  1939,  together  with  a statement  showing  the  amount  which  the 
City  is  within  the  debt  limit,  a classified  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  amount  of 
interest  and  debt  to  be  paid  in  1940, 


REVENUE 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1939. ...  $ 77,162.53 

Receipts  for  the  year  1939: 

Taxes 


Current  Year 

Property $ 698,881 . 66 

Poll 12,824.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 40,798.48 

Previous  '\Tars 

Property 133,619.84 

Poll...'. 151.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 856 . 48 

From  the  State 

Corporations 69,912.56 

Income  Tax 72,445.69 

Reimbursement  for  loss  of  taxes  7 . 18 


From  Tax  Titles 

On  Tax  Titles $17,992.50 

Int.  on  Tax  Titles . 1 ,487 . 97 
Redemption  Deeds  186.00  1 9,666 . 47 


Total  from  Taxes 


$1,049,163.36 
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Licenses  and  Permits 

I iippncpc 

Dog  Licenses $ 3,490.40 

Liquor  Licenses.  . . 12,333.00 

Sundry  Licenses  . . 1,839.50  17,662.90 


Permits 

Marriage 530.00 

All  other 672 . 05  1 ,202 . 05 


Totals  from  Licenses  and  Permits 

Fines  and  Forfeits 

Court 

Grants  and  Gifts 
From  State 

P^or  School  Dept. 

Aid  to  Independent  Industrial 


School $ 6,446.33 

English  Speaking  Classes 86.50 


P'or  Vocational  Education 
Distr.  of  Smith- 

Hughes  P'und ...  $ 859 . 76 

Distr.  of  P’’  ederal 
(George  - Deen 

Funds) 2,971.50  3,831.26 


Veterans’  Exemption $ 235 . 16 

P'or  Public  Works  Dept. 

Highways S 1,590.84 

Highway  P'und . 

Chap.  232,  Acts 

of  1939 ,..  39,763.83  41,354.67 


For  Pub.  Welfare — U.  S.  Grant 
A.  D.  C.— Adm.  . . 725.94 

Aid  to  Dep.  Child.  7,809 . 26 
Old  Age  Assist. — 

Adm 2,513.1)6 

Old  Age  Assistance.  . 75,411  .54  86,460.40 


18,864.95 


669 . 40 


PVom  Individuals 

P^'or  Hayward  P’ield 500 . 00 

P>om  Capron  P'und — P'or  Capron 

Park 3,280.10 

P>om  Margaret  Splangler  P\ind 

For  Capron  Park 125. 00 

P>om  Everett  S.  Horton  P'und 
For  Horton  Pdeld 37.00 


Total  from  Grants  and  Gifts  $ 142,356.42 

Special  Assessments 
For  Expenses 

Sewers $ 339.72 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 12,298 . 58 


Total  from  Special  Assessments 


12,638.30 
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Privileges 

Use  of  streets  for  underground  wires 

Departmental 

General  Government 

Treasurer $ 2.50 

Collector l,865.t'5 

City  Clerk 1,171.35 


Total  from  General  Government 


Protection  of  Life  and  Property 

Inspection 

Sealing  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Health  and  Sanitation 
Health 

P'rom  State $ 2,085.52 

All  other 44.03 


Total  from  Plealth  and  Sanitation 

1 1 igh  ways — Sun  dry 

C'harities 

Reimbursements  for  Relief  Given 

P’rom  Individuals $ 70.00 

PTom  other  Cities  and  Towns  . . 4,802.50 

P'rom  State 28,656 . 82 

Reimbursement  for  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

P" rom  State 1 6,046 . 78 

Reimbursement  for  Old  Age  Assistance 

PYom  other  Cities  and  Towns  . . 1,210. 1 1 

Prom  State 54,008.35 


Total  from  Charities 

Soldiers’  Benefits 

State  Aid — P" rom  State $ 1 ,26(j . (;0 

Military  Aid — PVom  State 916.47 


25 . 00 


3,039 . SO 
231 .03 


2,129.55 
2 . 50 


104,794.56 


Total  from  Soldiers’  Benefits $ 2,176.47 


Piducation 

Tuition  of  children  (State) 8 1 ,095 . 88 

( )ther  Tuitions 
Town — Jewelry 

4"rade 8 479.40 

Individual 251.00  73(>.40 


Sale  of  Text  Books  and  Supplies  415.29 

M iscellaneous 163. 00 

Total  from  Pilducation 


Libraries 

Fines  and  Rentals $ 669 . 88 

Miscellaneous 18.22 


2,404  57 


Total  from  Libraries 


688.10 
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Recreation 

Playgrounds 

110.00 

Unclassified 

Rent — From  Custodian  of  Hldgs.  $ 

50 . 00 

Rents  of  Public  Property 

1,584.25 

Sale  of  City  Property  taken  for 
taxes 

7,324 . 00 

Sale  of  Tax  Property  at  Treas. 
sale 

340.18 

Water  Liens 

141.83 

Water  Liens  added  to  taxes 

400 . 92 

Reimbursement  for  Fire  Loss 
Bank  Street  School 

504 . 00 

Sale  of  Building 

100.00 

Estimated  Receipts  for  U 39 
From  Public  Works 

Dept $ 72.00 

From  Health  Dept. 

From  County ...  34.80 

PTom  Public  Welfare  Dept. 

From  State 2.10 

From  Military  Aid  7 . 00 

110.50 

Sundry 

15.00 

Total  from  Unclassified 

10,042.74 

Public  Service  Enterprises 
Water 

Income  from  sales  of  water $ 

109,794.08 

Pipe  and  Labor 

1,497.20 

Total  of  Public  Service  Pmterpri 

ses 

. 111,291.34 

Interest 

On  Deferred  Taxes $ 

3,712.51 

On  Deferred  Water  Rates 

204 . 50 

On  Deferred  Special  Assessments  . 
On  Soldiers’  Bonus  Fund  Acct. . . . 

409 . 99 

301.20 

Total  from  Interest 

4,028.20 

Agency 

From  the  County — Dog  Licenses. . . . 

2,302.23 

Municipal  Indebtedness 
Temporary  Loans  in  anticipation 
of  Revenue  of  1939 $ 

000,000 . 00 

Premium  on  Notes  and  Bonds.  . . . 

1 . 50 

$ 000,001.50 

Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 
From  Commissioners  to  meet  loans 
and  interest  on  Public  Service 

Enterprises 7,710  00 

Refunds 

General  Departments 

From  Mayor’s  Dept.,  Insurance  ,$  112.53 

From  Treasurer’s  Dept 214.00 

From  F'ire  Dept .04 
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From  Health  Dept 35.00 

From  Public  Library 6.00 

From  Public  Welfare  Dept. 

Aid  to  Dep.  Child.  $ 135.40 

Old  Age  Assist.  . . . 1,371 .90 

( )utside  Relief  ....  401 . 53  1 ,908 . 83 


From  Public  Works  Dept.. 
From  Soldiers’  Relief  Dept. 

From  Recreation  Dept 

From  School  Dept 

Transfer 

Non-Revenue  to  Revenue. . 


358.64 

53.00 

3.43 

2.50  2,694.57 


119.12  $2,078,683.77 


d'otal  cash  on  hand  January  1,  1939  and  receipts  for  the  year 

1939 $2,155,846.30 

Payments  for  the  year  1939 $2,049,898.82 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1940 105,947.48 


$2,155,846.30 


NON-REVENUE 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1939 $ 37,387.88 

Receipts  for  the  year: 

Refund 

From  Public  Works  Dept 40.02 


Total  cash  on  hand  January  1,  1939  and  receipts  for  the  year 

1939 ‘ $ ^37,427.90 

Payments  for  the  year  1939 $ 33,037 . 00 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1940 4,390.90 


$ 37,427.90 


DEBT  STATEMENT 


Gross  City  Debt  January  1,  1939 $ 594,500.00 

Tax  Notes  issued  during  the  year 600,000.00 


1,194,500.00 

Paid  on  above  debt  during  the  year 684,000 .00 


Gross  debt  January  1,  1940 $ 510,500.00 

I^ess  Sinking  Fupd  Assets; 

Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 18,642.32 


Net  City  Debt  January  1,  1940 


$ 491,857.68 
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AMOUNT  OF  DEBT  AUTHORIZED  BY  SPECIAL  LAWS 
AND  NOT  SUBJECT  TO  THE  DEBT  LIMITATIONS 


Water  Loan  Bonds $ 

Sewerage  Loan  Bonds 

School  Loan,  Act  of  1921  Bonds, 

(Lincoln  School) 

Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1 93S 

High  School  Addition  Bonds 

Loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes .... 


80,000 . 00 

27.000 .  00 

49.000. 00 

58.000. 00 
07,500.00 

150,000.00 


$ 431,500.00 

Less  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 18,(542. 32 


Net  Debt  not  subject  to  debt  limitations $ 412,857.08 

Net  Debt  Jan.  1,  1940,  subject  to  debt  limitations  $ 79,000  00 

Borrowing  capacity,  (2  1-2%  of  the  average  valua- 
tion for  the  past  three  years) $ (528,449 . 48 

Net  Debt  Jan.  1,  1940,  subject  to  debt  limitations  79,000.00 


Borrowing  capacity  January  1,  1940 


I 549,449.48 


The  total  debt  is  as  follows: 

Water  Bonds: 

4|%  Bonds  due  Feb.  1,  1940 $ 3,000 . 00 

4 % Bonds  due  Dec.  1,  1940 3,000. 00 

4 % Bonds  due  July  1,  1940-1941. 4,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  Feb.  1,  1940-1943 70,000.00 


I 80,000.00 

Sewer  Bonds: 

4 % Bonds  due  July  1,  1940 1 (5,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1940-1941 (5,000.00 

4 % Bonds  due  July  1,  1940-1942 15,000.00 


4 % School  Loan,  Acts  of  1921  Bonds  due  Aug.  1, 

1940  (Lincoln  School) $ 

41%  School  Loan,  Acts  of  1921  Bonds  due  Aug.  1, 

1940-1945  (Lincoln  School) 

4 % Hebronville  School  House  Bonds  due  Feb.  1 

1940-1947 

3|%  Street  Loan  Bonds  due  Sept  1,  1940-1941 

1|%  Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1938  due  Dec. 

1,  1940-1948 

2 % High  School  Addition  Bonds  due  Aug.  1,  1940- 
1958 


5,()00.00 

44,()()().00 

04.000. 00 

15.000. 00 

58.000.  00 
07,500.Ov. 


% 


27,000  00 


$ 253,500  00 

Notes  in  anticipation  of  Taxes: 

Notes  dated  Nov.  27,  1939  and  due  Nov.  8,  1940 

Discounted  at  .107% $ 1()0,()0()  ()() 

Notes  dated  Dec.  19,  1939  and  due  Nov.  8,  1940 

Discounted  at  .07%  plus  $1.50  Premium 5(),()0()  00 


I 150,000.00 


$ 510,500.00 
18,642.32 


Less  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 
Total  Net  Debt  January  1,  1940.  


$ 491,857.68 
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CLASSIFIED  STATEMENT  OF  DEBT  AND  AMOUNT  TO  BE 
PAID  ON  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940 


Sewerage  Loan  Bonds 

School  Loan,  Act  of  1921  Bondf 

(Lincoln  School) 

Hebronville  School  House  Bonds. . 

Street  Loan  Bonds 

Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1938 

High  School  Addition  Bonds 

Notes  in  anticipation  of  taxes 


*$7,000.00  to  be  paid  from  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund. 
t$430.00  to  be  paid  from  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund. 


Principal 

Interest 

Jan.  1,  1940 

Payable 

Payable 

.$  80,000.00 

$ 26,500 . 00  $ 

2,733 . 75 

27,000.00 

*14,000.00 

1860.00 

49,000.00 

9,000.00 

2,070.00 

64,000.00 

8,000.00 

2,400.00 

15,000.00 

7,500.00 

525.00 

58,000.00 

7,000.00 

870.00 

67,500.00 

4,000.00 

1,350.00 

. 150,000.00 

150,000.00 

$ 510,500.00 

$ 226,000.00  $ 

10,808.75 

TRUST  FUNDS 
Deborah  Starkey  Fund 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1939 $ 1,309.48 

Interest  on  principal  of  fund  from  October  1,  1938  to 
October  1,  1939 32.92 


$ 1,342.40 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1940 

Deposit  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 

Principal  of  Fund $ 1 ,000 . 00 

Income 342.40 


$ 1,342.40 

Everett  S.  Horton  Fund 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1939 . . .$  7,952.08 

Received: 

Interest — Attleborough  Sav.  & Loan  Assn 225.00 


$ 8,177.08 

Paid  to  City  of  Attleboro — for  Horton  Field 37.00 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1940 
Invested  in  Attleborough  Sav.  Loan 

shares $ 7,500.00 

Cash  on  hand,  checking  Account 640.08  8,140.08 


$ 8,177.08 


Ruth  Holden- Alice  Illingworth  Haskell 
Memorial  Nursing  Fund 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1939 $ 5,477.20 

Received : 

For  Interest 

On  Savings  Bank  Deposits 137.77 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1940 
Invested  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 


$ 5,614.97 
$ 5,614.97 
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SOLDIERS’  BONUS  TAX  REFUND 

I^0C0ipt'S 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1639 $13,334.34 

Received  from: 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  Interest  to  Dec.  1, 

1 939  on  deposit $ 128.34 

Attleborough  Savings  PanK,  Interest  to 

Oct.  1 , 1939  on  deposit 172.92  301.26 


Expenditures 

City  of  Attleboro — General  Account — 
Interest  on  Fund  to  October  1,  1639  in 
Attleborough  Savings  Bank  to  be  credited 
to  Estimated  Revenue,  as  per  vote  of 


Council  of  August  6,  1929 172.92 

Interest  on  Fund  to  Dec.  1,  1939  in  Attle- 
boro Trust  Co.,  Savings  Account,  to  be 
credited  to  Estimated  Revenue,  as  per 
vote  of  Council  of  August  6,  1 929 128.34  $ 


$13,635  60 


301 . 26 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1940: 

On  deposit  in  Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  Sav' 

ings  Department $ 6,417.17 

On  Deposit  in  the  Attleborough  Savings 

Bank 6,917.17  $13,334.34 


$13,635.60 


Margaret  Spangler  Fund 

Received  from: 

Attleborough  Savings  Bank,  interest  to  October  1,  1639 

on  $5,000 . 00  according  to  terms  of  gift $ 125.00 

Baid  to: 

City  of  Attleboro  for  care,  etc.,  of  baseball  grounds  at 

Capron  Bark $ 125.00 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer. 


Capron  Fund 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

1 hereby  submit  a statement  of  the  Capron  Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  used  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  Capron  Bark. 


CASH  ACCOUNT 

Receipts 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1639 $ 559.80 

Received  for: 

Interest  on  Investments $ 1 ,467 . 01 

Bayments  on  Mortgage  Notes 494.85 

Wm.  J.  & M.  L.  Annon’s  taxes 464.26 

Cash  withdrawn  from 

Worcester  No.  Sav.  Inst.  .$l,00o.00 

Salem  Savings  Bank 900.00  1,900.00 


4,326.12 


$ 4,885.92 
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Disbursements 

Investments: 

Savings  Banks $ 549 . 07 

Attleboro  Trust  Co 117.93  $ 067  00 


Deposited  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank.  . 350.00 

I^ayment  to  City — P'or  Capron  Park 3,280. 10 

Wm.  J.  & M.  L,  Annon’s  taxes 464.20  $ 4,761 .36 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1940 124.56 


S 4,885.92 

PRINCIPAL  OF  FUND 


Principal  January  1,  1940 $44,621.95 

Invested  in: 

Mortgage  Notes  at  6% $11,221.96 

Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  and  Trust  Co 25,899 . 99 

Attleborough  Sav.  <fe  Loan  Assn.  Shares 3,500.00 

Bonds 4,000.00 


$44,621.95 


INCOME 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1939 

Cash,  Checking  Account $ 559 . 80 

On  Deposit  in  Savings  Bank  & Trust 

Company 2,753.39 


$ 3,313.19 

Received : 

Interest  on  Investments $ 1,467.01 

Wm.  J.  M.  L.  Annon’s  tax — 1939 464.26 


1,931.27 

$ 5,244.46 


Disbursements 

Payment  to  C4ty — For  Capron  Park $ 3,280. 10 

Wm,  J.  & M,  L.  Annon’s  1939  tax 464.26 


$ 3,744.36 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1940, 
invested  as  follows: 

Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  $1,000.84 
Attleboro  Trust  Company, 


Savings  Department 374.70 

Cash  on  hand.  Checking 

Acct 124.56 


1,500.10 

$ 5,244.46 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer. 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  1939, 
together  with  a statement  showing  the  investments  held  by  the  same. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENT  INVESTMENT  FUND 

CASH  ACCOUNT 
Receipts 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1939 $ 524.35 

Interest  and  income  earned S 793.52 

Cash  withdrawn  from  Attleborough  Sav.  Bank 7,710.00  8,503.52 


$ 9,027.87 

Disbursements 

Deposited  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank $ 511.52 

Amount  applied  to  the  payment  of  Sewer  Bonds  due  in 

1939 7,000.00 

Amount  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  due  in  1939  on 

Sewer  Bonds 710.00 


$ 8,221.52 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1940 806.35  $ 9,027.87 


SECURITIES  HELD  BY  THE  SEWER  ASSESSMENT 
INVESTMENT  FUND,  JANUARY  1,  1940 


Notes  secured  by  mortgages  on  real  estate  at  6% $ 4,700.00 

Attleborough  Savings  Bank 13,135.97 

$17,835.97 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1940 8C6.35 

Value  of  Fund  January  1,  1940 $18,642  32 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL 
Treasurer 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

1 herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
B.  W.  A.  CONSTRUCTION  MASS.,  No.  1371 F (High  School  Addition)  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  1939. 

P.  W.  A.  CONSTRUCTION  MASS.  No.  1371F 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1939 $28,574  64 

Received: 

Grants  from  Federal  Fmergency  Adm.  of  Pub.  Works  $24,645 . 14 
Note  in  Anticipation  of  Federal  Grant,  dated  Sept.  5, 

1939  @ .70,  due  Dec.  21,  1939.  Renewed  Dec.  21, 


1939  for  $12,000.00  @ .30,  due  March  20,  1940 12,000.00 

Interest  on  Anticipation  Note .23 


36,645 . 37 


$65,220.01 


ANNUAL  REPORl 


21 


Payments  for  the  year  1939 S52,885. 14 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1940 12,334.87 


$65,220.01 

WILLIAM  MAR8HALL, 

Treasurer. 


THE  HELEN  W.  METCALF  PRIZE  FUND 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council; 

In  presenting  the  first  annual  report  of  I'he  Helen  W.  Metcalf  Prize  Fund, 
as  set  up  under  the  trust  indenture  provided  for  in  the  will  of  Louis  P.  Metcalf, 
I report  that  the  initial  payment  of  $100.00  was  received  and,  in  accord  with  the 
findings  of  the  prize  C^ommittee,  divided  equally  between  James  F!arl  Whitney 
and  Constance  Olga  Farrow,  both  of  whom  were  adjudged  winners  for  excellence 
in  Fnglish. 

.\  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  The  Helen  W.  Metcalf 
Prize  Fund  lor  the  year  1939  is  submitted  herewith. 

Receipts 


Received  from; 

Boston  Safe  Deposit  and  Tiust  Company $ 100.00 

Intere.st — Attleborough  Savings  BanK .42 


$ 

Disbursements 


Paid  to’ 

James  Earl  Whitney $ 50  00 

Constance  ( )iga  Farrow 50 . 00  $ 


Balance  in  Fund  Januaiy  1,  194u 
On  deposit  in  the  Attleboro  Savings  Bank .42 


100.42 


100.00 


S 100.42 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer. 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO,  MASSACHUSETIS 

DYAVV  HTATVMEWr 
As  of  January  1,  1940 

Valuation  for  1937  less  abatements  to  Jan.  1,  1940 $24,993,259.52 

Valuation  for  1938  less  abatements  to  Jan.  1,  1940 25,091,329.95 

Valuation  for  1939  less  abatements  to  Jan.  1,  1940 25,329,348.32 


Cross  Net  Valuation $75,413,937.79 

Average  Valuation 25,137,979.26 

Debt  Limit  2 1-2% 628,449.48 

Total  debts  of  all  kinds $510, 500  . (jO 

Less  Sinking  Fund  applicable  to  debt  . . 18,642.32 


$491,857.68 
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Debt  outside  Debt  Limit 

Water  Bonds $ 8U,000 . 00 

Sewer  Bonds 27,000.00 

School  Acts  of  1921  Bonds 49,000.00 

Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1938.  . 58,000.00 

High  School  Addition  Bonds 07,500.00 

Tax  Notes 150,000.00 


$431,500.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  applicable  to  debt  . . 18,642.32 


$412,857.08 

$ 79,000.00 

Borrowing  capacity  January  1,  1940 $549,449.48 


TAX  TITLE  ACCOUNT 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

Presented  herewith  is  a statement  of  the  Tax  Title  Account  showing  the 
number  of  titles  held  January  1,  1939,  the  number  of  liens  taken  and  redemptions 
made  during  the  year  1939,  and  balance  as  of  January  1,  194u. 


TAX  TITLE  ACCOUNT  AS  OF  JANUARY  1,  1939 


No.  Years  sold  for 

3 1930 $ 987.14 

5 1931 697.51 

06  1932 10,737.15 

09  1933 4,942.62 


143  Previous  to  1934 17,364 . 42 

98  1934 4,836.46 

99  1935 3,214.31 

130  1936 9,862.04 

212  1937 8,289.67 


682  Tax  Titles  as  of  January  1,  1939 $ 43,566.90 


ADDITIONS  TO  ACCOUNT  DURING  1939 

1939  taxes  and  spec,  assess.,  with  costs 

and  interest $ 10,559.98 

119  1938  sales  made  in  1939 5,792.85  16,352.83 

801  Total  Tax  Titles  held  January  1,  1939  and 
additions  for  the  year  1939 


$ 59,919.73 


No. 

3 

7 

8 

10 

26 

25 

16 

95 

1 

1 

2 

4 

58 

58 

76 

198 

296 

No. 

1 

5 

4 

13 

89 

104 

187 

102 

505 
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TAX  TITLE  REDEMPTIONS,  DISCLAIMERS. 
FORECLOSITRES  AND  CREDITS 


Tax  Title  Redemptions 


Years  sold  for 

Part  Payment 

Redeemed 

1932 

$ 1,017.81 

$ 474.80 

1933 

27.77 

1,183.57 

1934 

301.29 

505.30 

1935 

388.72 

643.70 

1936 

490.48 

5,820.85 

1937 

594.45 

3,585.57 

1938 

1,706.68 

1,251.51 

4,527.20 

13,465.30 

$17,992.50 

Total  of  Redemptions. 

Released  by  Disclaimer 

1930 

$ 40.95 

1934 

483.93 

1938 

20.70 

Total  of  Disclaimers. . . 

Foreclosures 

$ 545.58 

1930 

$ 946.19 

1931 

655 . 59 

1932 

7,682 . 55 

1933 

3,414.51 

1934 

2,381.49 

Total  of  Foreclosures. . 

$15,080.33 

Credits 

Abatements  made  by  Assessois 


On  1932  Tax  Sale $ 91.75 

On  1936  Tax  Sale 74.73 

On  1938  Tax  Sale 17.98 


Total  of  Credits $ 184.46 


Total  of  Redemptions,  Disclaimers,  Foreclosures  and 
Credits $33,802.87 


Balance  of  Tax  Title  Account  January  1,  1940 
Years  sold  for 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 


$ 52.93 

2,361  .50 
414.02 
1,512.19 
2,804.47 
4,971.04 

6.344.35 

7.656.36 


Tax  Titles  as  of  January  1,  1940 $26,116.86 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

1'rea.surer. 
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Report  of  the 
City  Collector 


Doris  L.  Austin 

City  C'ol lector 


January  23,  1940 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  City  Collector  for  the  year  1939. 

The  total  amount  collected  and  paid  to  William  Marshall,  City  Treasurer, 
is  $1,128,922.23,  divided  as  follows: 


Real  Estate  Taxes $752,657 . 62 

Personal  Property  Taxes 79,843.88 

Poll  Taxes 12,975.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 41,654.96 

Bettermen t Assessments 1 2,638 . 30 

Committed  Interest 409.99 

Water  Rates • 109,794.08 

Pipe  and  Labor — Highway — Fishing  Permits 1,549.76 

Welfare 104,794.56 

School 2,404.57 

Health 2,129.55 

Public  Property 1 ,684 . 25 

Water  Liens 602.75 

Interest  on  Taxes  and  Water 3,917.01 

Costs  on  Taxes  and  Water 1,865.95 


The  total  of  all  outstanding  accounts  as  of  December  31,  1939,  is  $205,549.95. 
The  financial  statement  will  be  found  on  the  following  page. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


DORIS  L.  AUSTIN, 
City  Collector. 


Report  of  the  City  Collector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1939 


Balance 

Uncollected 

]an.  1,  1939 

Committed 

1939 

Refunds 

Transfer 

from 

Tax  Title 

Total 

Collected 
and  Paid 
Treasurer 

Abated 

Transfer 

to 

Tax  Title 

Misc. 

Transfer 

to 

Water  Lien 

Total 

Credit 

Balance 
Uncollected 
Dec.  31.  1939 

1930  to  1936  Real 

$271.52 

$271.52 

$271.52 

$271.52 

1937,  Polls,  Personal,  Real 

$804.70 

193.23 

997.93 

$705.32 

227.81 

997.93 

$64  80 

1938  Polls,  Personal,  Real 

....  139,634.72 

$20.00 

123.82 

139,778.54 

133,065.52 

1,022.44 

$4,339.96 

139,778.54 

1 350  62 

1939  Polls,  Personal,  Real 

$904,997.38 

222.67 

117.62 

905,337.67 

711.705.66 

14,856.33 

10,275.51 

905,337.67 

168,500. 17 

1936  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

13.50 

13.50 

13.50 

13.50 

1937  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

558.00 

558.00 

391 . 17 

148.98 

558  00 

17.85 

1938  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

757.15 

757.15 

451.81 

112.64 

757.15 

192.70 

1939  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

43,711.81 

143.67 

43,855.48 

40,798.48 

2,213.33 

43,855.48 

843.67 

1938  Curbing 

601.83 

601.83 

218.40 

*358. 

43 

125 

.00 

601.83 

1939  Curbing 

8,832.47 

8,832.47 

4,792 . 28 

5.00 

*829 

.93 

8,832.47 

3,205.26 

1S38  Apportioned  Curbing 

260.42 

260.42 

260.42 

260.42 

1939  Apportioned  Curbing 

901.15 

901 . 15 

612.43 

901.15 

288.72 

1938  Granolithic  Walk 

954.72 

954.72 

40.76 

*913 

.96 

954 . 72 

1939  Granolithic  Walk 

8,930.17 

8,930.17 

5,867 . 30 

33.80 

*408 

.15 

8,930.17 

2,620.92 

1938  Apportioned  Gran.  Walk 

132.23 

132.23 

127.20 

5.03 

132.23 

1939  Apportioned  Gran.  Walk 

544.07 

544.07 

307.45 

5.03 

5.95 

544.07 

225.64 

1938  Sewer 

2,072.94 

2,072.94 

23.61 

*2,049 

.33 

2,072.94 

1938  Apportioned  Sewer 

63.85 

63.85 

63.85 

63.85 

1939  Apportioned  Sewer 

450.48 

450.48 

252 . 26 

12.79 

12.96 

450.48 

172.47 

1938  Committed  Interest 

91.79 

91 . 79 

83.88 

1.36 

6.55 

91.79 

1939  Committed  Interest 

542 . 12 

542.12 

326.11 

10.34 

9.76 

542.12 

195.91 

Apportioned  Betterments — 


Paid  in  Advance 

Interest 

Costs 

290.74 

3,917.01 

1,865.95 

290 . 74 
3,917.01 
1,865.95 

Dept,  of  Public  Wehare 

23,241.01 

103,190.82 

126,431.83 

104,794.56 

3,511.24 

126,431.83 

18,126.03 

Fislung  Permits — Orr’s  Pond 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Health 

2,558 . 72 

182.19 

2,740.91 

2,129.55 

.03 

2.740.91 

611.33 

Highway 

33.16 

26 . 50 

59.66 

27.50 

59.66 

32.16 

Public  Property 

1,814.65 

1,742.00 

3,556.65 

1,684.25 

6.00 

3,556.65 

1,866.40 

School ■ 

101.60 

2,963.53 

3,065.13 

2,404.57 

3,065.13 

660.56 

Pipe  and  Labor — 1930 

78.27 

78.27 

78.27 

78.27 

1931 

7.65 

7.65 

.50 

7.65 

7.15 

1932 

57.41 

57.41 

.50 

57.41 

56.91 

1933 

46.15 

46.15 

.50 

46.15 

45.65 

1934 

36.84 

36.84 

36.84 

36.84 

1935 

41.98 

41.98 

41.98 

41 . 98 

1936 

59.12 

59.12 

14.33 

59.12 

44.79 

1937 

73.31 

73.31 

5.93 

73.31 

67.38 

1938 

178.31 

178.31 

168.61 

.50 

1.50 

178.31 

7.70 

1939 

1,698.44 

1,698.44 

1,306.89 

3.32 

6.78 

1,698.44 

381.45 

Water  Rates — 1931 

3.30 

3.30 

3.30 

3.30 

1932 

59.03 

59.03 

15.57 

5.44 

59.03 

38.02 

1933 

58.68 

58.68 

3.40 

13.59 

58.68 

41.69 

1934 

196.36 

196.36 

62.26 

46.93 

196.36 

87.17 

1935 

186.94 

186.94 

20.51 

56.54 

186.94 

109.89 

1936 

214.58 

214.58 

4.38 

51.38 

214.58 

158.82 

1937 

101.80 

101.80 

80.97 

101.80 

20.83 

1938 

5,252.02 

1.03 

5,253.05 

4,841.68 

16.33 

304.51 

5,253 . 05 

90.53 

1939 

109,829 .55  23 . 53 

109,853.08 

104,765.31 

121.03 

487.30 

109,853.08 

4,479.44 

Water  Liens 

558.00 

874.92 

1,432.92 

158.88 

J534.00 

1,432.92 

740.04 

Water  Liens  add.  1937  Tax 

2.30 

2.30 

2.30 

2.30 

Water  Liens  add.  1938  Tax 

598.70 

598.70 

205.86 

392.84 

598 . 70 

Water  Liens  add  1939. Tax 

534.00 

534.00 

238.01 

255.80 

534 . 00 

40.19 

Totals $181,505.74  $1,189,976.60  $410.90  $706.19  $1,372,599.43  $1,128,922.23  $22,764.33  $15,517.73  $5,118.80  $800.09  $1,378,673.13  $205,549.95 


*Apportioned.  fRecommitted.  JTransferred  to  Water  Lien  add.  1939  Tax. 


DORIS  L.  AUSTIN, 

City  Collector. 
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Board  of  Assessors 


John  J.  Hodge 


Patrick  J.  Byrnes 
Cliairinaii 


Lament  M.  Clark 


Annual  Report 

To  His  lioiior  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council, 

Clentlemen : 

d he  Board  of  Assessoi's  resj)ectfully  suhmit  the  repea  t of  the  Assessing  Depart 
merit  for  the  year  19d0. 


TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES 


Number  of  Persons  assessed  on  Real  Instate 4,7h5 

Number  of  Persons  assessed  on  Personal  1’ropert.y bS4 

Number  of  Polls  assessed 7,204 

Value  of  Stock  in  Trade $ 7)77,1)05. 00 

Value  of  Machinery 510,880.00 

Value  of  Live  Stock 70,245.00 

Value  of  Other  Tangible  Propeity 1, 007, 135. 00 

Total  value  of  Personal  Property 2,225,865.00 

Total  value  of  Buildings 15,847,255.00 

Total  value  of  Land 6,182,885 . 00 

Total  value  of  Real  Pistate 22,030. 14u. 00 

Total  value  of  Real  and  Personal  Propeity 24,256,005.00 

4 ax  Assessed  on  Real  Estate 808, 5o6. 14 

lax  assessed  on  Person.*^’ 1 hastate 81,689.24 

Tax  assessed  on  Polls 14,408.00 

I’otal  tax  on  all  estates 9t4,603 . 38 

1939  Tax  rate  per  thousand 36.70 

Horses  assessed 93 

Cows  assessed 768 

Yearlings,  bulls,  heifers  assessed 96 

Swine  assessed 246 

Sheep  assessed 18 

Fowl  assessed 26,899 

All  other 10 

Houses  assessed 4,046 

Number  of  acres  assessed 15,0t)0 
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RECAPITULATION 

1939  Budget  appropriations $1,114,277.69 

1939  Appropriations  previous  to  Budget 86,790.03 

Appropriations  voted  since  1938  rate 105,428.60 

1 939  State  Tax 73,980 . 00 

Hospital  and  Home  Care  of  Veterans 300.00 

State  Parks  and  Reservations 1,308.83 

County  Tax 44,830.95 

Tuberculosis  Hospital 20,167.29 

1938  Deficit,  State  Tax 36,990 . 00 

1938  Deficit,  State  Parks 79.85 

1935  to  1938  Deficit  Overlay 952.32 

1939  Overlay 12,041.34 


$1,497,146.90 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 

Income  Tax $ 72,593 . 47 

Corporation  Tax 83,478.51 

State  Owned  Land 7.18 

V^eterans’  Exemj)tion 186.82 

County  Tax  ReLind 96.11 

Regu  lar  Licenses 5,000 . 00 

Liquor  Licenses 1 1 ,01 3 . 00 

Court  Fines 245.00 

Library  Fines 600.00 

Special  Assessments 6,00o . 00 

General  Government 930.00 

Health  and  Sanitation 2,200.00 

Welfare 93,000.u0 

Soldiers’  Benefits 2,o00.00 

Interest  on  Water  and  Taxes 5,500.00 

Costs  on  Water  and  Taxes 2,000 . 00 

W ater  Revenue 11 1 ,900 . 00 

Education 10,300.00 

Excise  Tax ...  40,i>00 . 00 

Interest  on  Soldiers’  Bonus 301 .00 

Chapter  504,  Gas  Tax 39,763.83 


I'otal  Estimated  Receipts $ 487,1 14 . 92 

City,  State  and  County  appropriations ’ $1,391,718.30 


Net  amount  to  be  raised  on  Polls  and  Property $ 904,603.38 


Above  amounts  raised  as  follows: 

7,204  Polls  @ $2.00 $ 1 4,408 . 00 

Valuation  $24,256,005.00  @ 36.70  per  M $ 890,195.38  $ 904,603.38 


BETTERMENT  TAXP:S: 

Sewer $ 443 . 35 

Curbing 901.15 

SidewalKS 544 . 07 

Unapportioned  curbing 25.00 

Interest  on  above 537.49 

W ater  Liens 534 . 00 


$ 2,985.06 
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MOTOR  EXCISE 

Number  of  Cars  assessed 7,102 

Valuation  of  same $1,500,945.00 

Tax  on  same 43,711.81 

Average  valuation 211.00 

Average  tax 6.14 

There  were  664  more  cars  registered  than  in  1938. 

* * * * 

TREASURER’S  DEED  TO  CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

Number  of  Parcels 1,440 

Number  of  Owners 156 

Valuation  of  same $ 37,825.00 

Tax  on  above  for  1939 $ 1,388 . 18 

Taxable  Real  hastate  valuation $22,030,140.00 

T axable  Personal  valuation 2,225,865 . 00 

Non-taxable  Real  Estate 4,242,160.00 

Non-taxable  Personal 1 ,848,365 . 00 

Treasurer’s  deed  to  city 37,825 . 00 


City’s  total  valuation $30,384,355.00 

Building  Permits  handled  in  1939 272 

Changes  made  by  Building  Permits  during  193!) 

Center  of  City — 190  permits $ 112,975.00 

South  Attleboro— 82  permits 27,050.00 


Valuation  gain  by  permits — entire  city $ 140,025.00 

Number  of  transfers  of  property  handled  during  193!)  by  Assessing  Depart- 
ment   785 

We  have  83  new  plats  of  the  city,  no  new  plats  have  been  received  since  1938. 
More  new  plats  should  be  furnished  this  department  as  much  new  valuation  may 
be  had  thereby. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

^ P.  J.  Byrnes 

John  J.  Hodge 
Lam  on  t M.  Clark 

, Board  of  Assessors. 


January  3,  1940. 
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Report  of  the 
Planning  Board 


Robert  W.  Mawney 

Secretary 


Walter  A.  Cunningham 


H.  K.  Richardson 


J.  Burleigh  Moulton 


Joseph  Finberg 
Cliairinan 


C.  W.  Cederberg 


Rev.  Frank  L.  Briggs 
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To  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

The  Planning  Board  herewith  submits  its  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  of 
1939,  This  year  the  Board  has  convened  in  no  less  than  sixteen  meetings  to- 
gether with  several  field  surveys.  Much  of  our  work  was  due  to  the  adoption  of 
the  new  ordinance  whereby  all  new  development  plats  are  now  submitted  to  this 
Board  for  review  and  approval ; also  the  confidence  bestowed  upon  us  by  our  Mayor 
and  Municipal  Council  in  making  certain  advisory  reports. 

'Phe  main  topics  for  consideration  and  action  during  the  year  are  briefly 
mentioned  and  are  as  follows: 

Billboards:  Contacting  our  Senator  and  Representative  in  regard  to  certain 

pending  bills,  also  a report  to  the  City  Council  regarding  petitions  for  local  bill- 
boards, suggesting  that  they  be  not  approved. 

Auto  Junk  Yards:  Report  by  request  of  City  Council  in  regard  to  alleviation 

of  existing  conditions  and  control  of  same  at  a certain  location.  The  report 
pointed  out  the  need  of  an  ordinance  pertaining  to  such  situations  and  recom- 
mends the  preparation  and  passage  of  an  ordinance  governing  Class  3 licenses. 
It  would  seem  that  with  such  an  ordinance  both  the  petitioner  and  City  would 
be  in  better  agreement.  The  report  further  outlines  its  recommendations  for 
this  particular  situation. 

Plat  Layouts:  This  subject,  the  control  of  all  future  Plat  Developments  in 

this  City,  the  authority  now  given  this  Board,  was  pi-obably  the  most  important 
item  of  work  for  the  entire  year.  The  early  petition  for  the  Lake  Como  Develop- 
ment resulted  in  many  conferences  between  the  Board,  the  Engineer  and  owners, 
leading  to  the  Public  Hearing,  and  the  final  approval  extended  over  several 
months.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  owners  we  were  able  to  place  some 
restrictions  on  the  development,  the  authority  for  which  the  Board  does  now  ha\e 
under  the  present  ordinance. 

Zoning:  The  consideration  of  this  subject  has  received  much  study  on  the 

Board’s  part,  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  there  is  a public  demand  for  Zoning  at  the 
present  time.  Through  our  recent  work  in  Plat  Developments  and  the  public 
hearing  on  the  same,  it  was  forcibly  demonstrated  the  need  of  a zoning  ordinance. 
Our  Board  has  aked  the  Council  to  accept  the  legislative  act  for  creating  a Plan- 
ning Board,  part  of  which  is  our  present  ordinance,  in  its  entirety  and  by  so  doing 
give  us  the  full  authority  to  proceed  in  the  preparatory  work  of  creating  a zoning 
ordinance.  This  is  under  consideration  by  the  C ouncil  at  the  present  time. 

Housing:  The  consideration  of  this  subject  was  brought  about  through  a 
communication  to  the  Mayor  from  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  State 
Board  of  Housing,  regarding  the  opportunities  that  the  City  might  derive  from  the 
bill  signed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  in  July  1938,  enabling  various 
cities  to  participate  in  the  $500,000,000  United  States  Housing  Act.  An  open 
meeting  v/as  arranged  and  a representative  from  tne  Department  addressed  the 
gathering  on  this  subject.  Many  representative  people  were  in  attendance.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  after  due  consideration,  that  the  need  for  the 
type  of  Housing  as  outlined  was  not  acute  in  this  city. 

Reforestration:  This  subject,  with  City  wide  tree  planting,  was  the  subject 

of  much  discussion  and  as  a result  an  appropriation  of  $350.00  was  secured  from 
the  Council  for  which  3400  young  trees  were  planted  at  the  City  Infirmary 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  Park  and  Public  Works  Departments.  This,  we 
think,  is  a fine  start  and  its  continuance  should  be  secured. 

Parking  Sites:  Several  meetings  have  been  devoted  to  this  subject  as  well 

as  the  general  theme  of  Parking.  Asa  result  permission  to  use  for  parking  pur- 
poses the  area  between  Parker  Street,  James  Street  and  the  rear  of  lots  facing 
Pearl  Street,  105’  x 2'10’  in  size,  was  secured  from  the  owner,  Mrs.  Edith  C. 
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Richards,  and  to  whom  we  wish  to  publicly  extend  our  thanks.  We  also  note  with 
appreciation  the  development  of  the  Parking  Area  on  North  Main  Street  at  the 
proposed  City  Rail  Site,  which  this  Board  has  recommended.  Conferencv^s 
have  been  held  with  the  Police  Commission,  and  botn  Police  and  P"ire  Chiefs,  in 
regard  to  parKing  problems  and  this  cooperation  is  also  appreciated. 

Street  Signs:  Public  approval  is  enough  to  insure  the  continuance  of  plac- 

ing signs  until  all  streets  are  taken  care  of.  To  date  secondary  streets  have 
received  attention  with  the  idea  of  placing,  at  a later  date,  a higher  priced  sign  for 
the  main  streets. 


R ecommendations : 

An  appropriation  of  $200.U0  for  additional  street  signs. 

An  appropriation  of  $50.00  for  Board  Expenses. 

That  Reforestration  be  continued  and  City  Street  Replanting  be  given 
consideration. 

And  again  we  urge  the  consideration  of  a new  street  in  the  rear  of  the 
Post  Office.  It  has  been  revealed  by  looking  up  the  records  of  the  Planning 
Board  that  in  1918  the  board  first  urged  the  laying  out  of  such  a street,  and 
we  in  1939  reiterate  this  recommendation.  We  wish  to  quote  in  part  a 
letter  from  E.  V.  Copell,  Traffir  Engineer,  State  Department  of  Public  Works, 
and  addressed  to  Mayor  H.  Winslow  Brown  as  follows* 

“An  investigation  of  traffic  conditions  has  been  made  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  and  it  would  seem  that  the  construction  of  this  street  would  relieve 
traffic  congestion  on  all  surrounding  streets,  especially  on  Park  Street  in 
front  of  the  building.  (The  Post  Office  Building.)  Our  most  recent  traffic 
census  in  this  area  shows  about  o3^  of  tlie  traffic  to  be  on  Park  Street.” 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thanu  tiie  Mayor,  the  Municipal  Council,  the  City 
Solicitor  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  during  the  year,  and  the  press  for  their 
valuable  publicity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Finberg,  Chairman 
Robert  W.  Mawney,  Secretary 
Walter  A.  Cunningham 
C.  W.  Cederberg 
H.  K.  Richardson 
J.  Burleigh  Moulton 
Rev.  FranK  L.  Briggs 
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Report  of  the 
Dog  Officer 


Thomas  F.  Robinson 

Dog  Officer 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  C/Ouncil: 

I herewith  submit  a report  of  the  activities  of  the  Dog  Officer  for  the  year 
1939. 

Because  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  incumbents,  three  different  individuals 
served  as  Dog  Officer  in  1939.  The  combined  reports  show  the  following  ac- 
tivities: 


Investigations  of  Complaints  of  Unlicensed  Dogs 953 

Stray  Dogs  Boarded 84 

Statutory  Killings 84 

Removal  of  Dead  Dogs 29 

Killings  Other  Than  Statutory 39 

Miles  Traveled 2952^ 


There  are  1570  dogs  licensed  in  the  city  at  the  present  time.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  piosecute  any  individuals  for  failure  to  pay  license  fee  in  1939. 

I make  no  recommendations  at  this  time.  I wish  to  thank  Chief  Ernest  W. 
Holt,  the  Police  Department,  and  Mr.  Charles  Blown,  agent  for  the  Mass.  Society 
for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  for  their  helpful  cooperation  in  this  work. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  F.  Robinsor, 

Dog  Officer. 
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Police  Department 


Board  of  Police  Commissioners 


Everett  H.  Lundsten 


Curtis  Witham 


John  E.  Turner 
( 'lerk 


Raymond  F.  Brennan 
f'liairmiin 


Report  of  the 
Police  Department 


Ernest  W.  Holt 
f'hii-f 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor, 

and  the  Honorable  hlunicipal  Council, 

Centlemen: 

I hereby  respectfully  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  of 
the  City  of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939, 


Remarks 

1 believe  Attleboro  to  be  a very  clean  city  in  which  crime  is  at  a minimum. 
We  do  have,  however,  those  petty  offenses  which  every  community  has  to  ex- 
perience. 

There  were  632  complaints  of  various  types  investigated  by  the  department, 
most  of  which  resulted  in  arrests,  d'here  were  fewer  cases  of  larceny  and  breaking 
and  entering  in  this  past  year  than  in  the  previous  year  and  some  of  these  were 
juvenile  cases  which  resulted  in  appearances  by  the  offenders  in  juvenile  court. 

dTe  total  valuation  of  property  reported  lost  or  stolen  in  1939  was  $35,998.98, 
of  which  the  total  value  of  property  recovered  v as  $32, ^'-62.25,  leaving  a total 
valuation  still  not  recovered  of  only  $3,036,75. 

d here  were  more  motor  vehicle  accidents  in  the  past  year  than  in  the  previous 
year,  with  150  accidents  of  various  types  in  which  176  persons  were  injured  and 
3 killed.  The  percentage  was  very  good  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  the  greatest 
registration  year  in  Massachusetts  history. 


Recommendations 

1.  I recommend  that  we  increase  the  personnel  of  the  department  by  five 
regular  patrolmen. 

2.  That  all  patrolmen  be  put  on  a yearly  salary  basis  of  pay. 

3.  One  day  oft  in  six. 

4.  The  installation  of  two-way  radio,  which  I believe  would  add  greatly  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  department. 

5.  The  installation  of  the  teletype  system. 


In  Conclusion 

1 now  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mayor  John  W.  McIntyre  and  the 
members  of  the  Municipal  Council  for  the  interest  and  consideration  shown  to  the 
department,  also  to  Judge  Ralph  C.  Estes  and  his  associate,  Walter  A.  Briggs, 
to  the  clerk  of  court,  Edwin  E.  d'hayer,  to  the  members  of  the  Police  Commission, 
to  the  representatives  of  the  press,  to  Motor  Vehicle  Inspectors  Edmund  H. 
Gingras  and  Thomas  H.  Gilroy  and  to  all  who  have  been  read}'-  and  willing  to 
cooperate  with  the  Department. 

Respectfully, 

' Ernest  W.  Holt, 

Chief  of  Police. 


Fmancial  Statement 

The  Appropriations  for  the  Department,  with  the  Expenditures  for  the  Year 
1939,  are  in  Summary  as  follows: 


Approp.  Ex.  Approp.  Total  Expended 

Salary  and  Wages $49,214.73  $49,214.73  $49,117.20 

Maintenance  of  Equip 3,750.00  3,750.00  3,748.71 

Other  Expenses 2,420.00  450.00  2,870.00  2,866.36 

New  Equipment 600.00  93.00  693.00  693.00 

Committing  Prisoners 500.00  500.60  117.10 


$56,484.73  $ 543.  uO  $57,027.73  $56,542.37 
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ARRESTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


Offense 

Adultery 

Assault  and  Battery . . . . 

Assault  with  dangerous  weapon . . . . 
Breaking,  Entering  and  Larceny.  . . 

Concealing  leased  property 

Cruelty  to  animals 

Default  warrants,  arrests  on 

Discharging  rifle  on  the  Lord’s  Day 

Disturbance  of  the  peace 

Driving  to  endanger 

Driving  drunK 

Drunkenness 

Forgery 

Fugitive  from  justice 

Idle  and  disorderly 

Illegitimate  child  act 

Indecent  exposure 

Insurance  law,  violation  of 

Larceny  and  attempt 

Larceny  of  auto 

Lewdness 

Liquor  laws,  violation  of 

Lottery  laws,  violation  of 

Malicious  mischief 

Neglect  and  desertion  of  family  . . . . 

Neglected  children 

Out  of  city  police 

Peddling  without  License 

Rape  and  attempt 

Robbery 

Sodomy 

Selling  adulterated  foods 

Tramps  and  vagrants 

Violation  of  probation 

Weapon,  carrying 


Male 


2f 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 


16 

42 

28 

105 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

31 

5 

4 
3 
3 
0 

15 

9 

5 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 

17 

14 

1 


TOTALS 


349 


Female 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total 

4 
21 

1 

5 
2 
1 

3 
1 

17 

43 

29 

106 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

31 

5 

4 
3 
3 
1 

16 

24 

5 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 

17 

14 

1 


374 


, SUMMONSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


Allowing  improper  person  to  operate 1 

Attaching  plates  not  assigned 2 

City  Ordinance,  violation  of 2 

Defective  brakes  on  auto 5 

Failure  to  keep  right 3 


0 1 

0 2 

0 2 

0 5 

0 3 
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Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Failure  to  slow 

26 

0 

26 

Failure  to  stop  at  through  way 

1 

0 

1 

Failure  to  stop  for  officer 

1 

0 

1 

Impeded  operation 

1 

0 

1 

Interfering  with  fire  apparatus 

1 

0 

1 

Leaving  scene  of  accident,  P.  D 

3 

0 

3 

Leaving  scene  of  accident,  P.  I 

1 

0 

1 

Operating,  no  license 

20 

0 

20 

Operating  after  license  suspension 

1 

0 

1 

Operating  without  registration  certificate 

3 

0 

3 

Red  light,  failing  to  stop  at 

5 

1 

6 

Traffic  ordinance,  violation  of 

8 

0 

8 

Uninsured  auto,  operating 

4 

0 

4 

Uninspected  auto,  operating 

1 

0 

1 

Unregistered  auto,  operating 

6 

0 

6 

Unreasonable  rate  of  speed 

109 

5 

114 

Delinquency 

28 

2 

30 

TOTALS 

234 

6 

240 

REPORTS  INVESTIGATED  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


Stolen  Cars 2 

Attempted  Breaks 10 

Larcenj^ 58 

Breaks 27 

Bicycles 10 

Malicious  Mischief 75 

Lost  Articles 8 

Missing  Persons 16 

Poultry  Thefts 3 

Dog  Complaints 26 

Doors  found  Open 73 

Communications 227 

Robbery j 

Miscellaneous 96 


632 


ACCIDENTS  FOR  THE  fEAR  1939 

Auto  vs.  Auto 

Auto  vs.  Pedestrian 

Auto  vs.  Pole 

Auto  vs.  Bicycle 

Auto  vs.  Tricycle 

.Auto  vs.  Fence 


70 

47 

7 

10 

1 

1 


1 Fatal 

2 Fatal 
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Auto  vs.  Fixed  Object 1 

Auto  vs.  Beacon 1 

Auto  vs.  Bridge 1 

Auto  vs.  Building 1 

Auto  vs.  Passenger 4 

Bus  vs.  Truck 1 

Capsized,  skidded,  etc 5 

TOTALS 150  3 


There  were  3 persons  Killed  and  176  injured.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
property  damage. 


PARKING  VIOLATIONS  FOR  1939 
No  Fix  Parking  Tickets  Given  Out 


ParKing  Wrong  Side  of  Street 11 

Parking  in  Restricted  Area 9 

Parking  Overtime 98 

Parking  Right  Wneels  not  at  Curb 6 

Parking  in  Front  of  Hydrant 4 

Parking  in  h ront  of  Driveway 2 

Parking  Douole 5 

Violation  of  Corner  Law 9 


144 


There  were  348  Warning  Tags  given  for  various  parking  violations. 


Parking  Violations — No  Fix 144 

Parking  Violations — Warnings 204 

348 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  CARDS  MADE  IN  1939 1005 


Divided  as  Follows 


Summonses 225 

Accidents 150 

Warnings 630 


1005 


HAWKERS  AND  PEDDLERS  PERMITS  ISSUED 
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Report  of  the 
City  Forester 


Wm.  E.  S.  Smith 

City  Forester 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  City  Forester  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1939. 

Damage  done  by  the  hurricane  in  the  fall  of  1938  such  as  split  and  broken 
branches  have  been  properly  trimmed  and  all  the  dead  wood  removed. 

This  work  has  been  done  with  the  help  of  National  Youth  Administration 
boys  and  about  one-half  the  shade  trees  are  now  in  excellent  condition. 

The  moth  work  in  the  residential  section  of  the  city  has  been  taken  care  of  by 
the  regular  men  of  the  Forestry  department  and  creosoting  of  gypsy  moth  eggs 
was  carried  on  with  W.  P.  A.  labor  in  the  w'oodland. 

There  was  some  spraying  carried  on  on  the  roadsides  until  the  pump  again 
went  out  of  commission. 

We  cut  and  burned  a lot  of  wild  cherry  trees  in  control  of  tent  catapillar; 
this  work  was  also  done  with  W.  P,  A.  labor. 

I again  recommend  that  a large  spray  pump  be  purchased  for  use  in  the 
Forestry  department. 

The  old  spray  pump  purchased  in  191G  is  inefficient  for  the  work  that  is 
required  at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  E.  S.  Smith, 

City  Forester 
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Report  of 

Health  Department 


Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent 

Health  Officer 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

Following  a satisfactory  year’s  work,  the  annual  report  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Attleboro  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  past  year  has  shown  us  some  good  results  due  to  inspection  of  food 
serving  establishments,  the  impioved  conditions  enabling  us  to  post  our  approval 
cards  in  a few  additional  places. 

Each  year,  we  feel  that  we  are  gaining  further  cooperation  from  the  pro- 
prietors of  these  establishments. 

At  one  time  there  was  an  unwritten  understanding  with  the  License  Board 
whereby  they  notified  us  of  places  desiring  to  be  licensed  for  sale  of  food.  In  such 
cases  we  inspected,  then  notified  the  License  Board  as  to  the  suitability  of  the 
property  for  such  sale  of  food.  We  had  an  occasional  place  which  was  unsatis- 
factory and  the  License  Board  cooperated  by  not  granting  the  applicant  a license. 

We  would  appreciate  a renewal  of  this  understanding. 

A most  successful  season  was  enjoyed  by  the  Health  Campers.  Mrs.  Lois 
Wilmarth  being  in  charge  as  usual:  the  camp  was  well  conducted,  with  competent 
supervision.  The  food  was  excellent  and  most  beneficial  to  the  camp  girls. 

Of  late  years  it  has  become  routine  to  report  no  cases  of  diphtheria^  The 
same  holds  true  for  the  past  year  and  we  all  know  that  this  condition  prevails 
because  of  the  activities  of  the  Diphtheria  Clinic  operated  by  our  Department  and 
under  the  supervision  of  Miss  May  E.  McMahon — also  the  good  work  done  by 
our  local  physicians. 

Miss  McMahon  seems  to  receive  a high  degree  of  cooperation  fi  om  the  parents 
of  the  children  needing  this  inoculation. 

Miss  McMahon  has,  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Smith  of  the  B.  C.  Hospital, 
obtained  a large  number  of  X-rays  of  si  spicious  and  contact  tuberculosis  cases 
during  the  last  year. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Battershall  and  Mrs.  Wendell  have  given  us  most  hearty  support 
in  the  attempt  at  suppressing  contagious  diseases  during  the  school  year;  frequent 
inspections  prevent  the  spread  of  these  diseases. 

Miss  McMahon  has  worked  with  me  at  the  Parochial  School  All  the 
children  were  examined,  defects  recorded  and  attempts  at  correction  of  these 
defects.  I v/ould  like  to  say  that  we  received  the  highest  cooperation  from  the 
authorities  of  said  school. 
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Our  Inspector  and  Agent  has  worked  long  hours  and  faithfully  in  his  efforts 
to  constantly  retain  the  high  quality  of  our  milk  supply.  Ee  has  made  a large 
number  of  inspections  and  met  with  generally  good  cooperation. 

At  this  time,  1 wish  to  thank  all  the  dealers  of  milk  and  food  supplies — this 
includes  not  only  restaurants,  but  markets,  stores,  and  all  who  have  consulted 
Mr.  Perriello  and  who  have  given  him  their  co%>eration.  They  may  all  be  sure 
that  he  is  working  to  improve  their  places  for  their  own  benefit  as  well  as  that  of 
our  citizens. 

The  Inspection  of  Animals  and  of  Slaughtering  has  been  well  carried  out  by 
Dr.  F.  L.  Briggs.  There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  inspections. 

The  past  year  the  department,  through  death,  lost  the  service  of  Arthur  B. 
Read  who  had  served  us  in  capacity  of  Plumbing  Inspector  since  the  year  1910. 
He  is  a great  loss  to  our  Department. 

We  have  appointed  .lolm  Bullock,  our  associate  inspector  for  many  years,  to 
carry  on  as  Plumbing  Inspector,  \^/e  appointed  ,1.  F.  k'orest  as  associate  plumb- 
ing inspector  There  were  nearly  double  the  number  of  inspections  over  last  year. 

The  Dental  Clinic  does  a surprisingly  large  amount  of  work  and  work  which 
is  highly  beneficial  to  our  small  school  children. 

We  have  continued  the  dental  work  at  the  Parochial  School  this  year  as  we 
found  it  was  of  great  value  to  the  children  and  could  be  done  with  very  little 
additional  expense. 

This  past  Fall,  the  department  received  a very  nice  sum  of  money  from  the 
Attleboro  Foundation  for  use  in  emergency  cases  among  the  older  children  of 
our  schools  whose  parents  are  indigent.  For  this  the  department  is  highly 
grateful  and  extends  our  thanks  to  the  Foundation. 

Our  records,  as  usual,  are  in  excellent  condition  and  the  (lei)artment  clerk, 
Mrs.  Mildred  H.  Shaw  keeps  them  up  to  date  at  all  times. 

It  is  ever  our  aim  to  respond  promptly  to  all  complaints  which  concern  the 
health  of  our  community. 


R ecorrmendations 

We  still  recommend  municipal  collection  of  rubbish. 

We  still  recommend  an  increased  use  of  pasteurized  milk. 

We  still  recommend  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  our  Clerk  and  Inspector. 

Conclusion 

We  feel  that  we  have  done  a large  amount  of  work  beneficial  to  our  citizens. 

We  have  enjoyed  the  highest  cooperation  of  our  Mayor,  the  City  Council, 
the  Committee  on  Health,  the  Camp  Organization,  my  fellow  practitioners,  the 
Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital,  I4r.  Conro  and  the  dentists  of  our  city  and  all  the 
members  of  the  Health  Department  are  most  grateful  for  their  great  help  to  us. 

The  detailed  report  is  appended. 


Respectfully  yours, 

Ralph  P.  Kent, 

Health  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  MILK  INSPECTOR,  BACTERIOLOGIST  AND 
AUTHORIZED  AGENT 

December  31,  1939 

Dr.  Ralph  P,  Kent, 

Health  Officer,  • 

Attleboro,  Mass., 

Dear  Dr.  Kent: 

I hereby  present  my  annual  report  as  Milk  Inspector,  Bacteriologist  and 
Authorized  Agent  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 

There  were  454  samples  of  milk  collected  and  examined  chemically,  of  these 
twenty-eight  were  found  to  be  below  legal  standard.  In  every  case,  after  the 
first  warning,  these  conditions  were  remedied. 

There  were  343  samples  of  milk  collected  and  examined  bacteriologically,  of 
which  43  samples  did  not  conform  with  the  legal  standards.  Each  dealer  responsi- 
ble for  the  condition  was  sent  a warning  letter.  An  investigation  of  the  plant  and 
farms  followed  and  in  each  case,  these  conditions  were  remedied  upon  the  sub- 
sequent samples  collected,  this  department  receiving  full  cooperation  from  both 
the  producers  and  the  dealers. 

There  were  35  samples  of  Grade  A milk  collected,  two  of  which  had  bacterio- 
logical counts  over  the  legal  standard  and  two  of  which  were  below  the  legal 
standard  chemically.  Upon  first  notification,  the  parties  concerned  adjusted 
the  condition  and  subsequent  samples  taken  were  above  the  legal  standard. 

There  were  163  samples  obtained  of  raw  milk  intended  to  be  pasteurized. 
Of  these,  five  were  below  the  legal  standard  chemically  and  twenty  had  a higher 
count  than  400,000  per  c.  c.  of  milk.  The  department  has  made  a drive  on  this 
particular  end  of  the  milk  inspection,  because  it  feels  that  the  milk  obtained  from 
the  farmer  at  the  dealer’s  plant  must  be  of  good  quality  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  to  be  pasteurized.  There  were  85  microscopic  examinations  of  this  milk  taken 
of  which  five  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  pasteurization,  four  samples  showed 
signs  of  mastitis,  nine  samples  showed  signs  of  improper  cooling  at  the  farm  and 
ten  samples  showed  signs  of  unsanitary  utensils  used  in  the  processing  of  the  milk 
at  the  farm.  On  subsequent  analysis  the  farmer,  in  every  case,  had  adjusted  his 
difficulty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Health  Department. 

There  were  191  samples  of  pasteurized  milk  obtained  of  which  three  samples 
were  below  in  butter  fat  and  four  samples  did  not  conform  to  the  legal  standard 
in  total  solids  and  five  did  not  conform  to  the  legal  bacteriological  standard  of 
40,000  per  c.  c.  of  milk.  The  lowest  count  was  300  per  c.  c.  of  milk,  and  the 
highest  count  was  100,000  per  c.  c.  of  milk.  The  average  pasteurized  milk  was  of 
very  good  quality. 

There  were  271  samples  of  raw  milk  analyzed  of  which  six  samples  were 
below  standard  in  total  solids,  eight  samples  below  standard  in  butter  fat,  and 
16  did  not  conform  to  the  bacteriological  standard  of  400,000  per  c.  c.  of  milk. 
On  the  average,  the  raw  milk  was  of  much  poorer  quality,  bacteriologically, 
compared  with  the  pasteurized  milk.  There  were  26  samples  of  cream  analyzed, 
of  which  all  samples  conformed  to  the  chemical  standards.  There  were  two 
samples  which  did  not  conform  to  the  legal  standards  bacteriologically.  These 
conditions  were  remedied  upon  the  subsequent  sample  collected. 

There  were  twelve  samples  of  ice  cream  analyzed  of  which  all  samples  con- 
formed to  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  standards.  Two  samples  of  ice  cream 
mix  were  analyzed  both  samples  conforming  to  standards. 
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There  were  23  pasteurizing  plants  inspected.  213  inspections  being  made. 
There  were  25  phosphatase  tests  taken  and  it  was  found  that  four  plants  were  not 
properly  pasteurizing  the  milk.  All  four  dealers  adjusted  the  condition  immed- 
iately. kive  mercury  thermometers  were  adjusted.  Five  plants  were  warned 
in  regard  to  the  care  of  their  recording  thermometer  and  two  recording  thermo- 
meters were  replaced.  There  were  20  warnings  sent  out  because  of  unsanitary 
equipment.  Two  plants  were  given  a thorough  sanitary  inspection  because  of 
abnormal  milk  and  four  plants  for  high  bacteria  counts.  Two  plants  were  warned 
for  exposed  copper  in  pasteurizers.  There  were  10  warnings  sent  out  for  un- 
sanitary cans.  Two  plants  were  warned  for  improper  bottle  washing.  Five 
plants  were  warned  for  improper  outer  clothing  worn  in  the  plant.  These  conditions 
were  adjusted  with  full  cooperation  from  the  dealer. 

There  were  35  raw  miU  plants  inspected,  370  inspections  being  made.  These 
raw  milK  plants  are  under  rigid  inspection.  It  has  been  noted  that  the  percentage 
of  raw  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro  is  lower  than  last  year  and  the  department  feels 
that  the  people  are  becoming  educated  to  the  fact  that  pasteurized  milK  is  the 
only  safe  milk.  The  high  bacteria  counts  obtained  were  due  to  unsanitary 
utensils  and  improper  cooling  conditions  which  were  remedied. 

There  were  18  inspections  of  the  four  ice  cream  plants  in  the  City  of  Attleboro. 
One  plant  was  warned  twice  for  unsanitary  freezer.  One  plant  was  ordered  to 
have  a general  cleanup  of  the  whole  plant.  There  was  one  warning  for  improper 
sterilization  of  freezer.  One  plant  was  warned  for  using  rusty  cans.  These 
conditions  were  rectified. 

There  were  30  samples  of  water  collected  and  tested.  8ix  samples  were 
condemned  because  of  potential  danger.  One  sample  showed  signs  of  definite 
sewage  contamination.  Two  samples  showed  soil  contamination,  but  subse- 
quent samples  were  found  to  be  safe.  21  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from 
contamination. 

The  city  water  supply  has  been  tested  from  time  to  time  and  has  been  found 

safe. 


There  were  143  farms  inspected,  641  inspections  being  made.  There  were  £3 
milk  violation  letters  sent  out  by  this  department  and  in  but  two  cases  none  of 
the  conditions  warranted  prosecution.  53  producers  were  warned  for  Lnsanitarj'- 
utensils,  22  for  dirty  cows,  15  for  unsanitary  conditions  in  the  barn,  13  for  un- 
sanitary conditions  existing  in  the  milk  room.  Four  milk  rooms  were  replaced. 
2o  producers  were  warned  for  improper  cooling  of  milk,  3 were  warned  for  water- 
ing of  milk,  one  was  warned  for  skimming  of  milk,  14  were  warned  for  unsanitary 
condition  of  milking  machine,  27  were  warned  for  unsanitary  condition  of  cooling 
tank  water,  five  were  warned  for  using  wool  dust.  The  producers  have  cooperated 
with  the  health  department  and  these  conditions  have  been  adjusted  to  the 
satisfaction  of  this  department.  The  farms  supplying  the  city  with  milk  are  in 
good  sanitary  condition  and  this  department  feels  with  continued  cooperation 
from  the  producers,  this  city  will  continue  to  obtain  milk  of  good  quality. 

128  nuisances  were  investigated.  30  letters  were  sent  out  because  of  viola- 
tions of  the  Health  Laws  of  this  city.  Mo.st  of  these  conditions  were  promptly 
adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  department. 

1 here  were  33  investigations  of  dumps  made  with  a total  of  67  inspections 
being  made.  There  were  19  dump  sites  cleaned  up  and  graded,  and  this  depart- 
ment wants  to  thank  the  Public  Works  Department  and  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  for  their  cooperation  in  this  matter.  This  Department  has 
again  appealed  to  the  people  through  the  newspaper  to  stop  tbis  illegal  practice 
of  dumping  rubbish  on  private  property  witn  little  success.  Municipal  collection 
of  rubbish  is  the  only  answer  to  this  question. 
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There  were  1C9  inspections  of  food  markets.  There  were  15  warnings  for 
exposed  food,  2 for  unsanitary  chest,  5 for  unsanitary  meat  grinders.  There  were 
24  samples  of  meat  tested  and  3 sam.ples  were  found  to  be  in  a state  of  decomposi- 
tion. These  conditions  were  remedied. 

There  were  25  restaurants  inspected,  104  inspections  being  made.  There 
were  8 letters  sent  out  for  violation  of  the  food  laws.  10  restaurants  were  warned 
for  unsanitary  glassware,  20  warnings  were  issued  tor  exposed  food,  12  warnings 
for  improper  sterilization  of  dishes  and  silverware,  five  warnings  for  unsanitary 
condition  of  establishment,  4 warnings  for  unsanitary  condition  of  equipment. 
10  suspected  hamburg  steaks  were  seized  and  8 samples  proved  to  be  in  a state  of 
decomposition.  Cube  steaK,  hamburg  steak  and  lamb  chops  were  seized  and 
destroyed  in  3 establishments.  There  was  one  warning  for  exposing  milk. 

There  were  30  inspections  of  bakeries.  There  were  4 warnings  for  exposed 
food,  3 warnings  for  unsanitary  condition  of  establishment.  Two  establishments 
were  requested  to  make  a general  cleanup  of  the  whole  establishment.  There 
were  37  inspections  of  bakery  wagons.  Ihere  were  18  warnings  for  unsanitary 
condition  of  the  wagons,  9 warnings  for  exposing  food  in  the  street. 

There  were  21  overnight  camps  inspected  and  one  trailer  camp  inspected 
twice.  There  were  two  warnings  for  unsanitary  toilets  and  2 warnings  for  un- 
sanitary bed  linen.  These  conditions  were  remedied. 

Inspections  and  Investigations 


Farms 041 

Dealers  and  producer  dealers 583 

Ice  Cream  plants 18 

Bottling  plants fi 

Restaurants 104 

Bakeries 30 

Markets 109 

Overnight  cabins 21 

Tiailer  camp 2 

Filling  stations 40 

Bakery  wagons 37 

Ice  Cream  (stores) 18 

Ice  Cream  (wagons) 5 

Milk  Wagons 28 

Nuisances 128 

Dumps 33 

Rubbish  box  overflowing 5 

Unsanitary  yard 12 

Smoke 3 

Odor 2 

Unsanitary  toilets 4 

Water  shut  olT 3 

Unsanitary  house 3 

Overflowing  cesspools 20 

Wells o 

Sewer  trap 3 

Swine 8 

Dog 1 

Hens 9 

Filter  bed d 

Cross  Connections 5 

Goats 1 

Horses 2 

Cesspool  refuge 2 

Unsanitary  cellar 3 

Miscellaneous 20 
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Daily  Milk  Supply,  December  31,  1939 

Number  of  licensed  dealers 66 

Number  of  licensed  stores  and  restaurants 119 

Number  of  pasteurizing  plants  supplying  milK  and  cream  in  Attleboro 32 

Number  of  farms  supplying  milk  to  Attleboro  exluding  those  inspected  by 

Mass,  inspectors 143 

Number  of  Producer-dealers  supplying  n>ilk  in  Attleboro 42 

Number  of  quarts  of  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro  per  day N330 

Number  of  quarts  of  pasteurized  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro  per  day 6730 

Number  of  quarts  of  raw  milk  consumed  in  Attleboro  per  day 1600 

Percentage  of  Pasteurized  mik  consumed 82% 

Percentage  of  Raw  milk  consumed 18% 


Licenses  and  Permits  Issued 

Milk  Licenses 185 

Dealers 66 

Restaurants  and  stores 119 

Oleomargarine  (stores) 21 

Pasteurizing  Plants JO 

Carbonated  Beverages 1 

Ice  Cream  Plants 4 


Statistical  Report 

Laboratory 

Total  number  of  milk  samples  collected 690 

Chemical  analysis 454 

Bacteriological  analysis 343 

Number  of  samples  above  standard 619 

Number  of  samples  below  standard 71 

Number  of  samples  above  12%  solids 454 

Nuniber  of  samples  below  12%  solids 12 

Number  of  samples  above  bacteriological  standard 300 

Number  of  samples  below  bacteriological  standard *43 

Number  of  samples  above  3.35%  butter  fat 434 

Number  of  samples  below  3.35%  butter  fat 16 

Total  number  of  cream  samples  collected 26 

Chemical  analysis 26 

Bacteriological  analysis 15 

Total  number  of  water  samples  collected 30 

Chemical  analysis 10 

Bacteriological  analysis 30 

Total  number  of  food  sam.ples  collected 34 

Chemical  analysis 0 

Bacteriological  analysis 34 

Total  number  of  butter  samples  collected 3 

Chemical  analysis 3 

Bacteriological  analysis 3 

Total  number  of  Ice  Cream  samples  collected 13 

Chemical  analysis 13 

Bacteriological  analysis 13 

Pespectfully  submitted, 

Robert  C.  Perriello,  B.  H., 

Milk  Inspector,  Bacteriologist  and 
Authorized  Agent. 
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REPORT  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  NURSE 

1 herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 

Prevention  of  diseases  and  health  education  are  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  Health  Department. 

Diphtheria  prevention  clinics  were  held  at  Sturdy  Hospital  each  Saturday 
morning  during  October  and  November.  A house-to-house  canvas  of  the  city 
has  been  carried  on  as  a part  of  our  diphtheria  prevention  program.  We  have 
had  no  diphtheria  for  several  years. 

Vaccination  clinics  were  held  at  Sturdy  Hospital  during  September.  Child- 
ren from  families  unable  to  afford  a private  physician,  were  vaccinated  by  Dr. 
Battershall.  The  majority  of  children  were  referred  to  this  clinic  through  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  and  Family  Welfare  Society. 

Starting  October  of  this  year  with  the  cooperation  of  Dr.  Garnet  Smith, 
Superintendent  of  Bristol  County  Hospital  and  Dr.  Rent,  Health  Officer,  a form 
letter  has  been  sent  to  each  home  where  a case  of  tuberculosis  has  been  known  or 
reported  during  the  past  ten  years.  This  form  letter  urges  and  advises  that  each 
and  every  member  of  the  household,  including  all  conta^^ts,  fill  out  an  enclosed 
form.  When  these  are  returned  to  the  Health  Department  they  will  be  given  an 
appointment  to  report  to  Bristol  County  Hospital  for  X-ray.  X-ray  clinics 
are  now  held  every  Tuesday  evening  at  Bristol  County  Hospital,  7-8  P.  M.,  and 
Saturday  at  10  A.  M.  We  hope  that  all  tuberculosis  cases  and  contacts  receiving 
their  form  will  ta^e  advantage  of  this  clinic. 

Tuberculosis  is  a communicable  disease  of  importance  because  of  its  inveterate 
character  and  its  effect  upon  children  and  young  adults.  Surgical  treatment  of 
tuberci  losis  has  greatly  lessened  the  death  rate. 

We  have  had  fewer  contagious  diseases  reported  this  year  than  for  several 
years.  Scarlet  fever  was  also  less  prevalent  and  of  milder  form.  All  cases  under 
quarantine  were  kept  under  close  supervision  and  mothers  were  instructed  in  the 
technique  of  home  care  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  Attleboro  Health  Camp  finished  its  seventeenth  year  of  service.  This 
was  the  fifth  season  for  girls.  The  girls  selected  for  camp  are  those  definitely 
underweight,  malnourished  and  from  needy  homes.  Before  entering  camp  each 
child  was  given  a physical  exam  by  ]4r.  R.  P.  brent.  Physical  defects,  namely, 
diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids,  defective  teeth  are  corrected.  Ten  children  had 
tonsils  and  adenoids  removed.  Twelve  children  had  dental  defects  corrected 
through  the  School  Dental  Clinic,  thanks  to  Dr.  Briggs,  Dr.  Turner  and  Miss 
Greene.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Lions  Club  the  camp  girls  were  given  a 
years  membership  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Starting  February  1939,  the  health  program  at  the  Parochial  School  was 
taken  over  by  this  department.  The  physical  examinations  being  made  by  Dr. 
Isent.  One  half  day  each  week  is  allotted  for  this  work.  Home  visits  have  been 
made  where  there  have  been  physical  defects  found.  Several  children  found  to 
have  had  poor  vision  have  had  this  defect  corrected  with  glasses  and  children  with 
defective  ears,  or  heart  murmurs  have  been  referred  to  their  family  physicians. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  splendid  cooperation  of  the  School  Physician,  the 
School  Nurse,  the  District  Nurses,  the  Family  Welfare  Association,  the  Poard  of 
Public  Welfare,  the  Lions  Club,  the  Doctors’  Club  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital. 


Number  of  Pul.  T.  B.  cases  reported  1939 7 

Number  of  Pul.  T.  B.  cases  other  forms 0 

Number  of  home  visits  to  T.  B.  cases  and  contacts 411 

Number  of  deaths  from  T.  B 2 

Number  of  diphtheria  prevention  home  visits 220 

Number  of  contagious  disease  visits 197 

Number  of  home  visits  for  Health  Carrip  and  Parochial  School  386 


Mary  E.  McMahon,  R.  N. 
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REPORT  OF  ATTLEBORO  HEALTH  CAMP  FOR  1939 

For  seventeen  years  this  camp  has  cared  for  a group  of  from  thirty  to  forty 
children,  physically  below  par,  for  a period  of  six  weeks  from  July  5th  to  August 
15th,  During  this  time  approximately  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  future 
citizens  have  been  benefited  to  varying  decrees  both  physically  and  mentally. 

This  year  thirty-four  girls  from  7 to  14  years  of  age  were  at  camp.  The 
average  age  was  10  years,  average  gain  in  weight  6 lbs.,  greatest  individual  gain 
11  1-4  lbs.,  total  gain  in  weight  204  3-4  lbs.,  total  losses  6 1-4  lbs.,  net  gain  in 
weight  198  1-2  lbs. 

Physical  improvement  including  posture  was  outstanding  in  general  and 
many  children  showed  m^arked  social  improvement. 

The  camp  routine  changes  little  from  year  to  year.  The  same  hours  of 
sleep  and  rest  were  maintained,  well  balanced  meals  provided  and  activities  were 
regulated  to  maintain  steady  gain  in  weight.  There  were  manyinteresting 
classes  in  bead  weaving,  metal  craft,  sewing,  dramatics,  folk-dancing,  swimming, 
and  posture  correction.  Many  parties  and  good  times  were  planned  throughout 
the  six  weeks,  and  altogether  the  children  seemed  to  have  enjoyed  their  camp 
experience. 

Each  year  an  effort  has  been  made  to  acquaint  the  parents  with  what  goes 
on  at  camp  in  the  hope  that  at  least  in  part  some  of  the  health  measures  practiced 
may  be  > arried  into  the  home.  Besides  many  taks  with  individual  parents,  two 
talks  were  given  on  visiting  days  to  not  only  parents  but  other  relatives  and 
friends  of  campers.  One  was  given  on  posture  improvement  with  demonstrations 
by  some  of  the  children  and  one  on  nutrition  and  its  relation  to  rest. 

Much  of  the  success  of  camp  depends  upon  the  personnel.  We  have  indeed 
been  fortunate  in  having  four  counselors  of  the  finest  character  and  ability. 

The  Lions  Club  spent  a great  deal  of  time,  effort  and  money  this  year  putting 
camp  in  order  and  building  two  new  dormitories  that  the  large  dormitory  might 
be  used  as  a recreation  hall  to  replace  the  one  lost  in  September  of  last  year. 

(Signed)  Lois  E.  Wilmarth,  R.  N. 

Supervisor. 
Bliss  School 
Attleboro,  Mass. 
January  4,  1940 


REPORT  OF  DENTAL  CLINIC 

Dr.  R.  P.  Kent 
Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Dr.  Kent: 

We  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Dentists  and  Dental  Hygienist  for  the 
school  year  of  1939. 

In  May  a survey  was  made  of  the  grades  in  which  the  work  of  the  clinic  had 
been  concentrated  during  the  past  two  years.  An  improvement  of  about  fifty 
per  cent  in  the  number  of  cavities  was  shown.  This  we  feel  sure  upholds  our  aim 
of  preventive  dentistry  as  practiced  by  the  clinic  in  the  first  three  grades.  We 
treat  without  exception  all  emergency  work  which  is  sent  to  us. 
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We  feel  that  dental  health  consciousness  has  been  widespread  among  the 
adults  because  of  the  improvement  in  the  children’s  attitude  in  this  very  important 
factor  of  health.  Inspections  and  follow-up  work  were  carried  on  by  the  H ygienist 
in  all  grades  except  the  high  school.  Children  were  given  talks  on  their  own 
particular  hygienic  or  nutritional  problem. 

Educational  w^ork  with  the  children  included  movies  and  talks.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  toothbrushes  wei  e sold  at  cost.  An  exhibit  was  made  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Washington  School  and  taken  to  the  convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Dental  Association  in  Boston. 

We  wish  this  year  to  continue  our  program  of  the  past.  The  clinic  work  will  be 
available  to  pupils  of  the  first  three  grades  of  both  public  and  parochial  schools. 
The  eduactional  work  will  extend  throughout  the  grammar  schools.  We  wish 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Attleboro  Foundation  lor  its  very  generous 
gift  to  us  for  dental  w'ork  in  the  grades.  This  will  fill  the  need,  in  some  instances, 
for  a highly  specialized  type  of  dentistry  which  cannot  be  given  at  the  clinic  be- 
cause of  the  expense  involved.  This  year  the  local  chapter  of  the  Red  Cross 
sponsored  the  removal  and  replacement  of  a front  tooth  for  a child  of  ten  years. 

The  IVIothers’  Club  in  South  Attleboro  paid  the  expenses  of  a replacement 
for  a child  in  the  seventh  grade  in  one  of  their  schools.  In  some  cases,  front  teeth 
were  badly  decayed  and  because  material  used  in  this  work  is  expensive,  the  clinic 
dentists  furnished  the  material  and  filled  the  teeth.  We  do  have  emergency  cases 
where  caution  must  be  used,  therefore.  X-ray  pictures  must  be  taken  in  order 
that  the  proper  treatment  be  given.  These  X-ray  films  were  taken  by  the  clinic 
doctors  at  their  own  expense. 

We  greatly  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  the  dentists  who  have  sent  certi- 
ficates to  us  for  children  whose  work  they  have  completed  at  their  offices. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  at  this  time  Dr.  Walter  Briggs,  Mr.  Joseph  Finberg> 
Mr.  Dales,  Mrs.  Wendell,  the  prin'^ipals  and  teachers  and  all  wffio  have  helped  in 
any  w^ay  for  their  assistance. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  E.  Turner,  D.  D.  S. 
Anderson  S.  Briggs,  D.  M.  D. 
Barbara  H,  Greene,  D.  H. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  DENTAL  CLINIC 


Number  of  examinations 890 

Number  of  sittings 844 

Number  of  new  patients 300 

Number  of  old  patients 544 

Number  of  patients  completed  by  clinic 218 

Number  of  patients  completed  by  family  dentist 194 

Number  of  temporary  teeth  fillings 1460 

Number  of  permanent  teeth  fillings  - - 895 

Number  of  temporary  teeth  extracted 247 

Number  of  permanent  teeth  extracted 37 

Number  of  emergencies 57 

Number  of  X-Ray  pictures 15 

Number  of  clinic  days 152 

Report  of  Dental  Hygienist 

Number  of  inspections 2521 

Number  of  school  visits 304 

Number  of  classroom  visits 439 

Number  of  movies  showings 57 

Number  of  home  visits 13 

Number  of  conferences lb 

Number  of  cleanings ^53 

Number  of  children  who  visited  family  dentist 706 
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DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION  CLINIC 
1939 

New  S chicks 2 

Re-S  chicks 0 

Negative 2 

Positive 0 

Not  Read 0 

Total  Number  of  Treatments 2G7 

Total  Number  immunized  with  toxoid 87 

Under  1 year  immunized 16 

Number  of  cases  1-2  years  immunized 29 

New  cases  5-6  years 6 

New  cases  4-5  years 9 

New  cases  2-4  years 21 

New  cases  under  6 years 81 

New  cases  under  2 years 45 

Under  1 year 16 

1- 2  years 29 

2- 3  years 14 

3- 4  years 7 

4- 5  years 9 

5- 6  years 6 

6- 10  years 6 

10-14  years 0 

Over  14  years 0 

Percent  under  6 years 93.10% 


EXPENDITURES  1939 

Health  Officer $ 1,000.00 

Inspector  of  Milk 1,500 . 00 

Inspector  of  Animals 600 . 00 

Inspector  of  Slaughter 200 . 00 

Tuberculosis  N urse 1 ,600 . 00 

Caretaker  of  Dump 728 . 00 

Garbage  Collection 1 ,400 . 00 

Clerk 936.00 

State  Sanatoria 2,816 . 80 

Dental  Clinic 2,117.71 

Rent 150.00 

Phone 70.99 

Laboratory  Maintenance 228 . 87 

Materials— Care  of  Dump 72.04 

Use  of  Car — Maintenance 487 . 18 

T.  B,  and  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinics 98.87 

Physicians’  Fees (580 . 00 

Fees — Other  Cities  and  Towns 39.00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing 434 . 00 

Office  Supplies 416.59 

Incidentals 19.74 

Quarantine  and  Contagious  Disease  Hospitals 728 . 72 

Nursing  and  Care  at  Home 31.30 


Totals $16,355.81 
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ESTIMATED  APPROPRIATIONS  1940 


Health  Officer $ 1 ,000 . 00 

Inspector  of  Milk 1,500 . 00 

Inspector  of  Animals 600 . 00 

Inspector  of  Slaughter 200.00 

Tuberculosis  Nurse 1,600 . 00 

Care  of  Dump — Labor 731 .64 

Garbage  Collector 1 ,400 . 00 

Clerk.' 942.00 

State  Sanatoria 4,000 . 00 

Dental  Clinic 2,900 . 00 

Phone 70.00 

Laboratory  Maintenance 200 . 00 

Materials — Care  of  Dump 50.00 

Use  of  Car — Maintenance  (2  cars) 500.00 

T.  B.  and  Diphtheria  Prevention  Clinics 100.00 

Physicians’ Fees 700.00 

Fees — Other  Cities  and  Towns 150.00 

Inspector  of  Plumbing 425.00 

Office  Supplies 75.00 

Incidentals 25.00 

Quarantine  and  Contagious  Disease  Hospitals 600.00 

Nursing  and  Care  at  Home 45.00 


Total $17,843.64 


FEES  COLLECTED  BY  THIS  DEPARTMENT 


License  fees  for  1939 $ 265 . 50 

City  of  New  Bedford 3.00 

For  Board  of  patient  at  B.  C.  Hospital 24.63 

County  of  Bristol 34,86 


'hotal 


$ 327.99 


BILLS  PAYABLE  TO  THIS  DEPARTMENT 


State  Subsidy $ 1 ,359 . 29 

City  of  Worcester 21.00 

State  Public  Welfare 94.00 


Total $ 1,474.28 


DEATHS  BY  MONTHS 


Deaths 

January 32 

February 35 

March 29 

April 20 

May 24 

June 26 

July 21 

August 40 

September 25 

October 22 

November 16 

Decetnber 30 


Stillbirths 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

2 


Totals 


320 


13 


CASES  OF  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 
DEATHS  FROM  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 
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Chicken 

Cases 

Pox 

Deaths 

Whooping 

Cases 

C'ough 

Deaths 

Lobar 

Cases 

Pneumonia 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Cases 

Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

Dog 

Cases 

Bite 

Deaths 

Measles 

Cases 

Deaths 

German 

Cases 

Measles 

Deaths 

Scarlet 

Cases 

Fever 

Deaths 

Influenzal 

Cases 

Meningitis 

Deaths 

Undulant 

Cases 

Fever 

Deaths 

Typhoid 

Cases 

Fever 

Deaths 
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TOTALS 


DEATHS  BY  AGES 
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Over  80  years . 
70-80  years . . . 
60-70  years . . . 
50-60  years.  . . 
40-50  years . . . 
30-40  years . . . 
20-30  years . . . 
15-20  years.  . . 
10-15  years . . . 
5-10  years.  . . . 

4-5  years 

3-4  years 

2-3  years 

1-2  years 

Under  1 year  . 

Male 

Female 

Total 
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Stillbirths  excluded. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 


(V 

cr 

c 

March 

April 

May 

June 

1 August 

C/3 

(t 

■a 

(7 

3 

O 

o 

o 

cr 

o 

z 

o 

< 

ft 

3 

cr 

a> 

>-1 

cr 

(t 

■* 

1 

2 1 
4 2 


Accident — Auto 8 1 1 

Accident — Fall 1 

Anemia 1 1 

Appendicitis 2 

Arterio  Sclerosis 41  6 8 2 2 1 4 1 

Asphyxia 1 1 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 1 

Atelectasis 2 1 

Birth  Injury 2 1 

Bronchitis  Acute 2 1 

Cancer 21  8 3 2 3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 21  2 1 222  3 1 

Cholecystitis 1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 2 1 1 

Congenital  defect 1 1 

Congenital  heart  disease 1 1 

Coronary  embolism 1 

Coronary  Thrombosis 19  1 2 1 1 2 

Diabetes  mellitus 1 

Diaphragmatic  hernia 1 

Diverticulitis 1 1 

Embolism 1 

Empyema ] 1 

PTncephalitis 1 1 

Endocarditis  chronic 3 1 

Fracture  of  femur 1 

Castro  Enteritis 1 

Gastric  ulcer 2 1 

Heart  disease 40  3 4 7 0 2 

Hydrocephalus 1 1 

Hypertrophy  of  Prostate 1 

Influenza 1 1 

Intestinal  haemorrhage 2 2 

Intestinal  obstruction 1 

Intestinal  toxaemia 1 

Lung  abscess 1 

Mastoiditis 1 1 

Meningitis  Influenzal 1 1 

Myocarditis  acute 4 1 

Myocarditis  chronic 28  3 

Nephritis  acute 4 

Nephritis  chronic 13  1 

Patent  Foramen  Ovale 1 

Peptic  ulcer 2 

Perforated  ulcer 1 

Perinephritis  Abscess I 

Peritonitis 5 1 1 

Pernicious  anemia 1 

Pneumonia  broncho 7 2 4 

Pneumonia  hypostatic 5 2 

Pneumonia  lobar fl  3 2 

Prematurity 3 

Prostatic  obstruction 1 


1 4 1 


4 1 


3 3 3 


2 5 14 


1 1 
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Prostatectomy 1 1 

Pulmonary  embolism 4 1 111 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 21  2 1 2 2 2 2 4 2 1 1 2 

Sarcoma 2 1 1 

Senility .4  2 1 

Septicaemia 2 1 1 

Stillborn 14  2 2 1 T)  1 2 

Strangulated  hernia 2 1 1 

Suicide 2 2 

Syphilis 1 1 

Traumatic  Shock 2 1 1 

lhaemia 1 1 

Totals 444  42  47  41  21  24  2(>  21  45  2G  22  16  32 


DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR 


January 4 2 1 1 1 

February 

March 

April 2 2 1 1 

May 1 1 1 

June 2 2 1 1 

July • 3 2 12  1 

August 3 1 2 2 1 

September 3 2 11  1 1 

October 

November 1 1 1 

December 1 1 1 


Totals 


Atelectasis 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

Rirth  Injury 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

Congenital  defect 

Congenital  heart  disease . . . 

Diaphragmatic  herhia 

Castro  Enteritis 

Hydrocephalitus 

Influenzal  meningitis 

Intestinal  toxaemia 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

Patent  Foramen  Ovale  . . . . 
Prematurity 

Totals 
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1 
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1 

1 
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1 
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1 
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1 

3 

3 

1 2 

19  11  S 7 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


Frederick  L.  Briggs,  D.  V.  M. 


December  31,  1939 

Dr.  R.  P.  Kent 
Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Doctor: 

I herewith  submit  my  eighteenth  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 

I have  inspected  the  following  animals  and  the  conditions  under  which  they 
are  kept  on  148  premises. 


Pure  Bred  Grade 


Cows 

. . 95 

C’ows 

. . .774 

Swine 

668 

Young  Cattle  . . . 

. . 31 

5'oung  Cattle . . 

. . .200 

Sheep 

12 

Bulls 

. . 3 

Bulls. 

..21 

Goats 

7 

1 have  made  151  calls  to  various  parts  of  the  city  to  examine,  quarantine,  and 
release  dogs,  that  had  bitten  people,  as  a preventative  measure  against  Rabies 
in  Humans. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Erederick  L.  Briggs,  D.  V.  M., 

Inspector  of  Animals. 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGHTERING 

December  31,  1939 

Dr.  R.  P.  Kent 
Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Doetor; 

I herewith  submit  my  tenth  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Slaughtering  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 

Slaughter  House  and  Field  Inspection 


(^arcasses  stamped  and  passed  for  food 13 

Hogs 12 

Calves 1 


No  condemnations  as  unfit  lor  food. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Frederick  L.  Briggs,  D.  V.  M., 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 
TO  THE  HEALTH  OFFICER 

Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent 

Sir: 

The  following  is  a report  of  work  performed  by  the  Inspector  of  Plumbing 
during  the  year  1939. 

There  were  215  permits  granted. 

Number  of  permits  for  plumbing  granted 215 

Number  of  new  buildings 39 

Number  of  water  closets  installed 19S 

Number  of  sinks  installed 140 

Number  of  laundry  trays  installed IG 

Number  of  lavatories  installed 181 

Number  of  bath  tubs  installed 137 

Number  of  shower  baths  installed 8 

Number  of  urinals  installed 2 

Number  of  sewer  connections  installed 19 

Number  of  water  coolers  installed 1 

Number  of  work  changed  by  inspector 10 

Number  of  floor  drains 3 

Consultations  with  Owners G 


Respectfully  submitted 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Bullock. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


BOARD  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 


William  E.  Sweeney 


Hayward  H.  Sweet 
Chairman 


Alfred  J.  Laliberte 

Clerk 


Report  of  Board 
of  Fire  Engineers 


Fred  A.  Clark 

Chief 


MAYOR 

.John  W.  McIntyre 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  ON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Bradford  K.  Tyndall,  Chairman  Herbert  C.  Lavigueur 

Harold  W.  Cole 


BOARD  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 


Hayward  H.  Sweet,  Chairman 
William  E,  Sweeney 


Alfred  J,  Laliberte,  Clerk 
Fred  A.  Clark,  Chief 
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PERMANENT  MEN 
Located  at  South  Main  Street  Station 

Chief  Fred  A.  Clark 22  Hayward  St. 

Assistant  Chief  Joseph  O.  Mowry 5 Second  St. 

Captain  Hiram  R.  Packard 8 Hope  St. 

Lieut.  Herbert  E.  Knight 15  Angell  St. 

Barney,  Frank  E 681  Park  St. 

Barrett,  Francis  J 3 High  St. 

Cassidy,  Harold 52  North  Ave, 

Caswell,  Gilbert  F 5 Emory  St. 

Demers,  William  A 27  Holman  St. 

Dieterle,  Clifford  E 496  Newport  Ave. 

Fielding,  Clifford  E 492  Thacher  St. 

Gay,  Charles  1 155  Park  St. 

Godfrey,  Peter 116  Wilmarth  St. 

Gorman,  Herman  F 706  So.  Main  St. 

Greve,  Leo  A 373  Thacher  St. 

Hatfield,  James  W 23  Bushee  St. 

Morris,  Harry  E 57  F^enton  Ave. 

Baton,  Edward  M 176  Pleasant  St. 

Peets,  Herbert  E 32  Hebron  Ave. 

Powers,  Harold  T .56  Carpenter  St. 

Riley,  William  E 96  Park  St. 

Stewart,  Charles  E 240  1-2  So.  Main  St. 

Wheaton,  William  A 66  Emory  St. 


Located  at  Union  Street  Station 

Lieut.  Herbert  E.  Brown 9 Franklin  St. 

Lieut.  William  F.  Ahern 567  Thacher  St. 

Claflin,  Joseph  1 70 A Hazel  St. 

Hearn,  Joseph  W 53  Thacher  St. 

Hopkinson,  Ralph  L 6 Benefit  St. 

Lees,  Nelson  B 61  Adamsdale  Ave. 

Paradis,  Delphis  J.  B 35  Baker  St. 

Parker,  Herbert  C 163  North  Ave. 

Pelletier,  Adrian  J 21  East  St. 

JTurber,  Plerman  M 38  Park  St. 


Located  at  South  Attleboro  Station 

Captain  Roy  M.  Churchill 1536  West  St. 

Lieut.  Albert  N.  K night 408  Washington  St. 

Andrews,  Albert  W 12  Olive  St. 

Charon,  Henry  E. . . 46  Hodges  St. 

Duigmedgian,  Manuel 105  Parker  St. 

Leedham,  Thomas  R Brown  St. 

Lees,  William  J 31  Adamsdale  Ave. 

Moore,  Frederick  W.  S 54  Brownell  St. 

Smith,  Joseph  A 454  Newport  Ave. 


Located  at  Hebronville  Station 

Walton,  Newell  C 27  Lafayette  St. 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council; 

We  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Fire  Department 
for  the  year  ending  December  20,  1939,  together  with  such  recommendations  as 
we  think  necessary  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Department, 


Organization 

The  Department  consists  of : 

4 Engineers 
44  Officers  and  men 


Fire  Stations  and  Apparatus 
Central  Fire  Station,  South  Main  Street,  No.  1. 

1 Ahrens-Fox  750  gallon  Triple  Combination 
1 Ahrens-Fox  500  gallon  Triple  Combination 
1 Ahrens-Fox  City  Service  Ladder  Truck 
1 Chief’s  Car 
1 Assistant  Chief’s  Car 
1 Supply  Car 

Union  Street  Station,  No.  2 

1 Ahrens-Fox  750  gallon  Triple  Combination 
1 Seagrave  Tractor  Drawn  75  foot  Aerial  Ladder  Truck 


South  Attleboro  Station,  No.  4 

1 Ahrens  Fox  750  gallon  Triple  Combination 
I Seagrave  City  Service  Ladder  Truck 


' Hebronville  Station  No,  5 

1 Ahrens-Fox  500  gallon  Triple  Combination 

Emergency  Apparatus  at  Central  Station 
1 Trailer  with  portable  lighting,  foam  and  mask 
1 Trailer  with  boat,  grappling  irons  and  inhalator 


APPARATUS 

5 Ahrens-Fox  Triple  Combinations 
3 Ladder  Trucks 
1 Chief’s  C’ar 
1 Assistant  Chief’s  C'ar 
1 Fire  Alarm  Truck 

1 Supply  Truck 

2 Trailers 

The  Department,  including  all  companies,  has  laid  51,150  feet  of  hose, 
raised  3,051  feet  of  ladders,  used  51  gallons  of  chemical,  580  water  cans,  23 
pyrenes,  10  foam  and  booster  tanks  106  times. 


The  Department  has  responded  to  the  following  alarms: 


Alarms  from  boxes 79 

Assembly 3 

Still  alarms 379  Total 
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Classification 


Autos 32 

Automatic  sprinkler 1 

P ridge 2 

Brush  and  grass 193 

Buildings 54 

Chimney 27 

Dump  and  rubbish 41 

Electrical  appliance  and  wiring 3 

False 22 

Flooding  lot 1 

Flushing  street 1 

Gain  entrance 11 

Gas  leak 3 

Inhalator 2 

N o fires 32 

Oil  burner  and  stoves 18 

One  pipe  heater 3 

Rescue  animals 9 

Rescue  persons 3 

Rope  in  flag  pole 2 

Sawdust 1 Total  461 


We  have  been  out  of  the  Cflty  once  to  North  Attleboro,  Rehoboth  and 
Seekonk. 


FIRE  LOSS 


Value  of  Buildings  at  risk .... 
Value  of  Contents  at  risk 

Insurance  on  Buildings 

Insurance  on  Contents 

Loss  on  Buildings 

Loss  on  Contents 

Insurance  paid  on  Buildings.  . 
Insurance  paid  on  Contents. . . 

Loss  not  covered  by  insurxnce 


i 550,423.00 
1,235,075.00 


654,6(;0 

00 

1,222,025 

,00 

27,853. 

15 

18,756 

39 

26,453 

15 

18,416 

.39 

$1, 785,498.  Ou 
$1,876,625.00 

46.609 . 54 

44.869 . 54 
1,740.00 


LEARN  THE  LOCATION  OF  YOUR  NEARESl’  FIRE  ALARM  BOX 


We  have  been  successful  in  keeping  our  fire  loss  at  a low  figure  for  the  year. 


IMPROVEMENTS 

A new  trailer  was  built  by  the  men  at  the  Central  Station  to  carry  the  lighting 
and  emergency  equipment. 

A new  Triple  Combination,  500  gallon  pumper,  was  put  in  service. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  We  recommend  that  pumping  engines  Nos.  1,  2,  4,  and  ladder  3,  engines 
and  mechanical  parts  be  overhauled  as  it  is  many  years  since  they  have  been 
checked.  The  pumping  units  have  been  checked  but  we  have  not  had  sufficient 
funds  to  check  all  the  engines  in  the  above  pumpers  and  ladder  truck. 
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2.  We  again  recommend  the  installation  of  an  oil  burning  furnace  in  the 
Central  Fire  Station  to  replace  present  one  that  is  unsafe  and  not  dependable. 
This  furnace  is  in  such  bad  condition  that  it  does  not  heat  the  building  and  has 
been  in  use  since  1910, 

3.  We  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the  Chief  and  Assistant  Chief  be 
restored  to  original  amounts  prevailing  before  cuts  in  salaries  were  made. 

4.  We  recommend  the  purchase  of  a small  truck  for  handling  supplies  for 
each  station.  Present  one  is  of  1922  vintage. 

5.  We  recommend  that  an  ordinance  be  passed  requiring  a low  water  cut 
off  on  every  steam  or  hot  water  furnace  equipped  with  oil  burner  installation, 
after  passing  of  ordinance.  We  make  this  request  because  of  several  bad  fires 
we  have  had  the  past  few  years  and  believe  if  this  safety  device  had  been  on  the 
oil  burner  no  fire  would  have  occurred.  The  recent  fire  on  South  Main  Street, 
loss  $10,000.00,  is  an  example. 

6.  In  case  of  sickness  in  the  Department  and  at  vacation  periods  the 
Department  is  undermanned  and  we  would  recommend  that  as  soon  as  possible 
the  addition  of  six  more  men  be  made. 


APPRECIATION 

We  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Municipal  Council, 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and  the  Police  Department  for  their  assist- 
ance; also  the  officers  and  men  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  duties. 

We  wish  to  thank  Dr.  R.  P.  Kent  for  his  attendance  and  services  rendered  to 
our  men  injured  at  fires. 

We  thank  the  special  Fire  Police  of  Pox  (9)  Club  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  have  handled  traffic  conditions  at  fires. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BOARD  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS, 

• Hayward  H.  Sweet,  Chairman 

Alfred  J.  Laliberte,  Clerk 
William  E.  Sweeney 
Chief  Fred  A,  Clark 
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Report  of 
Superintendent  of 
Fire  Alarm 


William  S.  King 

Supt.  of  Fire  Alarm 


January  1.5th,  1940 

J'o  the  Board  of  Fij-e  Engineers, 

Attleboro  Fire  Department, 

Central  Fire  Station, 

Attleboro,  Mass., 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Electrical  Branch 
of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  .31st,  1939. 

During  the  past  year  considerable  work  has  been  done  toward  cleaning  uj) 
troubles  and  weak  points  in  our  line  damaged  by  the  hurricane  of  1938.  Many 
feet  of  damaged  wires  has  been  replaced  and  together  with  line  wire  run  for  new 
box  locations,  a total  of  46,210  feet  of  line  wire  has  been  installed  during  the  past 
year.  Roughly  a total  of  462  new  cross  arms  have  been  installed  to  carry  this 
wire. 


For  the  first  time  in  a number  of  years  new  boxes  have  been  added  to  the 
system  and  located  in  strategic  locations.  A new  Fire  Alarm  Box  No.  712  has 
been  located  on  Pleasant  Street  near  the  Norton  line  and  has  proved  its  value  a 
hundred  fold  because  of  the  fact  that  within  one  week  of  the  completion  of  its 
installation,  a thunder  storm  of  terriffic  intensity  arose  and  property  in  the  vicinity 
caught  on  fire  from  a bolt  of  lightning.  All  telephones  in  this  area  had  been 
placed  out  of  service  by  the  lightning  and  a driver  of  a passing  car  noticing  the 
fire  sounded  an  alarm  Bom  the  new  box,  his  attention  being  directed  to  it  by  the 
red  skirt-shade  installed  over  the  box.  (This  type  of  marker  is  recommended  by 
the  National  Board  of  Pdre  Underwriters  to  be  installed  over  each  box.  This 
makes  it  possible  for  a stranger  to  fine  a box  location  in  quick  order.) 

Upon  recommendation  of  this  department  the  Board  of  (V)unty  Com- 
missioners caused  to  be  installed  one  master  fire  alarm  box  No.  6.54  at  the  Bristol 
County  Hospital  with  six  interior  remote  control  stations  located  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  institution.  This  installation  released  the  old  box  No.  61.5  on  the 
front  of  the  building  and  it  was  moved  to  a new  location  half  way  between  the 
Hospital  and  Locust  Street  in  front  of  house  No.  336  on  Oak  Hill  Avenue. 

Through  funds  being  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  new  line  was  constructed 
on  West  Street  from  North  Avenue  to  the  Corner  of  Mechanic  Street  and  Norfolk 
Road  and  a new  box  No.  322  installed  at  this  point.  A red  marker  shade  being 
installed  over  this  box. 

Also  a new  line  was  constructed  from  the  junction  of  North  Avenue  and 
Deantown  Road  thru  Deantown  Road  to  the  junction  of  Clifton  Street  at  which 
point  a new  box  No.  323  was  installed  thereby  giving  this  section  of  the  city  better 
protection.  Another  new  line  was  constructed  along  Newport  Avenue  from  the 
junction  of  Newport  Avenue  and  Highland  Avenue  to  the  corner  of  Newport  and 
Randolph  Avenues  and  at  this  point  a new  box  No.  132  was  installed. 
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A new  underground  fire  alarm  service  entrance  has  been  started  in  to  Fire 
Alarm  Headquarters  in  the  Union  Street  Fire  Station.  Approximately  five 
hundred  feet  of  three  inch  creosoted  wood  duct  being  laid  in  from  the  manhole  in 
Union  Street  to  a new  manhole  in  the  station  yard.  'The  members  of  the  Union 
Street  companies  doing  the  excavating  thereby  saviug  the  city  considerable  cost 
in  the  amount  of  labor  used  in  doing  this  work.  Cable  of  a size  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  our  regular  growth  has  been  pulled  in  these  new  ducts  and  at  present  we  are 
getting  ready  to  place  this  cable  in  operation.  When  completed,  this  work  will 
do  away  with  a multitude  of  unsightly  wires  entering  the  Union  Street  side  of  the 
Station.  The  present  aerial  wires  on  the  poles  have  been  in  use  many  years,  and 
latelj'^  have  been  causing  trouble  in  a number  of  instances.  With  the  exception  of 
a distance  of  approximately  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  on  Capron  Street  from 
Union  to  South  Main  Street,  all  of  our  wires  in  the  immediate  center  of  the  city 
will  be  underground.  We  are  planning  to  extend  this  underground  thru  Capron 
Street  sometime  in  the  near  future. 

On  October  16th,  at  12:38  P.  M.,  an  incorrect  alarm  was  received  by  the 
department  from  Fire  Alarm  Box  No.  23  located  on  South  Main  Street  in  Dodge- 
ville.  This  being  the  second  time  that  trouble  was  experienced  from  this  box. 
Plpoin  inspection  this  box  was  found  to  be  ip  good  working  condition,  this  being 
substantiated  by  an  epgineer  from  the  Camewell  Company  whose  report  may  be 
found  on  an  attached  sheet.  This  box  is  at  least  fifty  years  old  and  along  with 
many  others  of  its  type  in  our  system  should  be  replaced  in  the  future.  Out  of  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  four  boxes  in  the  system  we  have  approximately 
sixty  one  of  this  type  that  average  fifty  years  of  service.  Many  of  these  being 
original  boxes  installed  in  1886.  We,  at  this  time  would  suggest  that  steps  be 
taken  to  eliminate  these  old  boxes. 

Along  with  new  construction  and  replacements  our  time  has  been  taken  up 
with  general  repairs,  moving  of  line  co.^struction  and  upkeep  of  the  system. 
During  the  year  a number  of  boxes  have  been  damaged  by  various  types  of  acci- 
dents, in  the  most  cases  by  contact  with  motor  vehicles.  Box  No.  67  was  knocked 
from  the  pole  and  was  placed  back  in  service  at  a small  cost.  Box  No.  213  was 
struck  by  a car  skidding  on  the  icy  road,  a small  amount  of  damage  being  done. 
Box  No.  53  together  with  its  supporting  pedestal  and  cable  terminal  box  was 
totally  demolished  by  a truck  on  the  morning  of  August  28th.  Restitution  being 
made  to  the  city  in  the  sum  of  $262.00  by  the  driver. 

Upon  recommendations  for  the  coming  year,  along  the  lines  of  efficient 
Municipal  Communication  we  suggest  that  serious  thought  be  given  to  the  pur- 
chase and  installation  of  a complete  two-way  radio  system  to  be  used  jointly 
by  our  police  and  fire  departments.  The  two-way  radio  in  the  past  number  of 
years  has  become  the  greatest  weapon  that  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  these 
departments  for  use  in  their  every  day  pusuit  of  crime  and  protection  of  life  and 
property.  This  is  bourne  out  by  perusing  the  reports  of  the  departments  in  the 
various  cities  of  the  country  who  are  equipped  with  two-way  radio  communica- 
tion. 


A bulletin  released  by  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  recounts  the 
results  of  police-fire  radio  as  reported  by  some  fifty  different  cities  for  a specified 
interval  of  time.  155,656  emergency  calls  were  transmitted — the  average  time 
required  to  transmit  the  call  was  one  minute,  two  seconds — 12,676  arrests  were 
made — $387,000  worth  of  property  was  recovered,  not  including  280  stolen  cars. 
These  fifty  cities  used  a total  of  2,555  radio  equipped  cars — they  served  a total 
population  of  32,500,000  people  over  an  area  of  28,200  square  miles.  Such 
figures,  of  course,  do  not  include  the  saving  of  life  and  property  which  might  other- 
wise have  been  destroyed,  nor  do  they  tell  of  the  reduction  of  crime  in  radio 
equipped  cities,  from  which  the  less  hardened  criminal  leaves  rather  than  run  the 
chance  of  apprehension  by  an  efficient  police  department. 
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'^rhe  radio  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  our  departments  because  of  the 
large  area  of  our  city  demanding  police  and  fire  protection,  binder  out  present 
setup,  we  all  have  to  depend  entirely  on  telephone  for  our  departmental  communi- 
cations and  in  time  of  disaster  this  means  does  not  afford  the  best  in  protection 
and  efficiency.  With  radio  installation,  the  efficiency  of  our  various  emergency 
departments  would  be  greatly  increased,  direct  contact  l)eing  possible  with  all 
cars  so  equipped  at  all  times. 

Various  incidents  have  arisen  locally  in  the  past  where  radio  would  have  been 
a great  factor  in  the  saving  of  life.  Several  times  we  have  responded  to  alarms 
expecting  to  find  fire  and  upon  arrival  at  the  scene  have  been  faced  with  drowning 
tragedies  where  in  an  instance  of  this  kind,  the  Chief  or  officer  in  charge  would 
have  been  immediately  able  to  summon  the  necessary  rescue  equipment  from  head- 
quarters with  very  little  lost  time.  Most  accidents  of  this  type  occur  in  remote 
sections  of  the  city  and  much  valuable  time  is  lost  in  locating  a telephone.  If, 
at  any  time,  the  Chief  or  Assistant  Chief  were  out  on  inspection  or  other  depart- 
mental duties  they  would  be  thru  the  use  of  radio  in  constant  touch  with  head- 
quarters. A radio  would  be  of  wonderful  use  in  the  matter  of  multiple  fires, 
forest  fires,  lost  persons  and  many  other  incidents  that  arise  in  our  work. 

As  of  former  years  we  recommend  that  the  time  of  our  alarm  system  be 
speeded  up  to  at  least  one  second  or  possible  3-4  second  time.  We  are  now  running 
on  2 1-2  second  time  which  is  very  slow.  This  would  entail  the  speeding  up  of  all 
fire  alarm  boxes  and  instruments  and  would  necessitate  the  installation  of  a speed 
transformer  to  take  care  of  the  air  whistle  in  the  central  station.  A change  in 
the  system  as  outlined  above  would  enable  the  apparatus  to  be  out  of  the  station 
and  on  its  way  before  the  public  would  know  of  the  alarm.  The  alarms  from  the 
boxes  would  be  received  in  fast  time  and  then  sent  out  automatically  thru  the 
transformer  by  means  of  the  whistle,  the  whistle  operating  on  slow  time. 

As  in  the  past  year  of  1939,  more  new  box  locations  should  be  made  and 
present  lines  be  made  to  extend  to  the  fast  growing  sections  of  the  city.  During 
the  coming  year,  we  would  like  to  start  a program  of  installing  red  glass  markers 
on  the  street  lights  located  over  each  fire  alarm  box  in  the  system. 

''I’he  School  Department  has  abandoned  the  City  School  in  South  Attleboro 
and  we  would  suggest  that  use  be  made  of  the  Box  No.  151  located  at  that  point 
by  changing  its  number  at  a very  small  cost  and  relocating  it  on  the  Farmers 
School  on  West  Street,  thereby  giving  the  children  and  school  property  better 
protection.  This  is  a closely  built  up  area  being  half  way  between  Boxes  No.  35 
and  No.  39  and  would  serve  a double  purpose  of  protection.  Moving  this  box 
would  not  take  any  existing  protection  from  the  Newport  Avenue  section  as  it  is 
already  covered  by  Box  No.  14. 

Listed  below  is  a copy  of  our  l)udget  figures  as  submitted: 


Salary  and  Wages 

Salary  of  Supt  of  Fire  Alarm 

n) 

$2,000 . 00 

Salarv  of  Asst.  Electrician 

0) 

1,916.25 

$3,916.25 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 

Maintenance  of  Fire  Alarm 

(2) 

2,000.00 

Maintenance  of  Motor  Equipment 

(2) 

250.00 

New  Fire  Alarm  Boxes 

(2) 

1,000.00 

3,250.00 

Other  Expenses 

Light  ancl  Power 

(3) 

198.00 

Phone 

(3) 

70 . 00 

Incidentals 

(3) 

25.00 

293.00 

Under  the  above  heading,  1 woi  Id  respectfully  request  that  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  be  established  at  the  old  rate  of  $2,190.00  per  year. 
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In  conclusion  of  this  report,  this  branch  of  the  department  wishes  to  extend 
its  sincere  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Engineers,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fire 
Department,  the  members  of  the  Police  and  Public  Works  Department  and  all 
who  have  cooperated  in  the  operation  of  this  department  during  the  past  year  of 
1939. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  S.  KING, 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 
Attleboro  Fire  Department, 
January  15th,  1940. 

THE  GAMEWELL  COMPANY 
Fire  and  Police  Signal  Systems 
Newton  Upper  Falls,  Mass. 

Mr.  William  King,  October  31.  1939. 

Supt.  Fire  Alarm, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  King, 

We  have  investigated  the  Excelsior  fire  alarm  box  number  23  which  recently 
sent  incorrect  signals  to  the  Fire  Department,  and  I am  enclosing  a copy  of  our 
engineer’s  report. 

Even  if  this  box  was  in  perfect  operating  condition  it  is  probably  at  least 
fifty  years  old  and  should  be  replaced. 

Some  of  the  inherent  disadvantages  of  these  old  boxes  are  listed  below: 

If  the  door  is  not  closed  and  a blow  is  s6nt  over  the  system  the  box  cannot  be 
operated  until  the  box  door  has  been  closed  and  opened  again. 

If  the  box  is  pulled  and  the  door  then  closed,  the  signal  is  cut  out.  This 
apparently  has  happened  several  times  in  your  city. 

The  box  is  not  of  the  successive  type.  If  two  of  these  boxes  are  pulled  at 
approximately  the  same  time,  one  box  will  send  its  signal  but  no  signal  will  ba 
received  from  the  second  box. 

The  insulation  between  current  carrying  parts  and  the  case  is  relatively 
low,  rendering  them  more  susceptible  to  damage  from  lightning  and  high  voltage 
currents. 

If  a box  of  this  type  in  which  either  the  non-interference  or  tapbell  magnets 
are  disabled,  is  pulled  for  a fire,  the  fire  alarm  circuit  is  opened  and  a signal  can 
be  sent  neither  from  this  box  nor  from  any  other  box  on  that  circuit,  until  someone 
closes  the  box  door. 

We  respectfully  submit  the  above  report  for  your  consideration. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THE  GAMEWELL  COMPANY 
By  Charles  T.  Smith, 

CTS/M  Enc.  Sales  Engineer 

Copy  WSK 

C O P Y 

Report  on  Excelsior  fire  alarm  box  No.  23  from  Attleboro,  Mass. 

The  tape  received  with  this  box  showed  number  1-13-23.  This  signal  was 
apparently  caused  by  interference  either  from  opening  the  circuit  or  closing  of 
the  box  door,  during  the  transmission  of  four  rounds  of  the  box  23. 

If  the  outer  door  of  this  box  was  closed  immediately  after  pulling  the  box, 
only  one  stroke  would  be  received,  and  if  the  door  was  again  opened,  during,  or 
immediately  following,  the  second  stroke  of  the  third  round,  and  then  left  open 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  signal,  the  tape  would  show  1-13-23. 

''rhere  are  no  instructions  on  this  box  to  leave  the  door  open  after  pulling 
the  alarm,  and  I believe  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  person  pulling  the  box,  closed 
the  door  and  then,  after  hearing  only  one  blow  on  the  horn,  opened  the  door  to 
pull  the  box  again.  The  above  is  something  which  the  old,  old  boxes  had  and 
which  of  course,  has  been  improved  since  their  manufacture. 

F.  E.  WELD, 

Copy — WSK  Engineer,  Gamewell  Company. 
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Report  of  the  Electrical  Inspector 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  ('ity  of  Attle- 
boro. 

1 herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Wire  Inspection  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  December  31,  lf:39. 


(To  electricians)  (To  A.  S.  t't  E.  Co.; 


Applications 

Permits 

Inspections 

Reinspections 

Total 

January 

121) 

120 

108 

95 

203 

P'ebruary 

90 

90 

120 

122 

242 

March 

142 

142 

189 

121 

310 

April 

127 

127 

109 

144 

313 

May 

70 

70 

93 

172 

205 

June 

70 

70 

101 

154 

255 

July 

82 

82 

109 

120 

229 

August 

08 

()8 

91 

150 

241 

►September 

135 

135 

180 

209 

389 

October 

118 

118 

107 

181 

348 

November 

104 

104 

139 

115 

254 

December 

05 

05 

97 

141 

238 

Total 

1203 

1203 

1023 

1724 

3347 

During  the  past  year  of  1939,  considerable  work  has  been  done  through  the 
efforts  of  this  department  in  bringing  up  to  date  the  older  t}Ties  of  wiring  in  the 
residences  and  factories  of  the  city. 

Approximately  50  to  75  electric  ranges  have  been  installed  during  the  past 
year  and  these  installations  have  all  helped  in  the  matter  of  safer  and  more 
adequate  wiring. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  greatly  aided  during  the  past  year 
through  the  employment  of  a young  man  working  under  the  supervision  of  the 
National  Youth  Administration  as  a clerk,  his  time  being  taken  up  in  the  issuing 
of  permits  and  keeping  permanent  record  of  work  done. 


PECOMMENDATIONS 


Maintenance  of  Auto $175.00 

( )ther  Expenses 250 . 00 

Typewriter 135.00 


$500.00 

In  requesting  that  the  sum  of  $135  be  appropriated  for  a typewriter,  I 
wish  to  state  that  the  present  machine  has  seen  approximately  1<S  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  and  should  be  replaced  this  year. 

At  this  time,  1 wish  to  thank  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Municipal  Council, 
members  of  the  Fire  and  Police  Departments  and  all  who  in  any  way  contributed 
their  aid  toward  the  operation  of  this  department  during  the  past  year  of  1939. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  S.  King, 

Electrical  Inspector, 

(’ity  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 
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'To  His  Honor  The  Mayor, 

and  the  Municipal  Council, 

Centlemen : 

Your  Board  of  Trustees  have  held  their  rej^ular  meetings  monthly  on  Tuesday 
evenings  at  7 :80. 

The  Librarian’s  report  filed  with  you  shows  a complete  report  of  operations  for 
the  year.  From  the  treasurer’s  report  you  have  a detailed  account  of  the  finan- 
cial operations. 

Perhaps  most  of  our  difficulties  aie  attributable  to  a lack  of  ample  funds,  but 
we  feel  it  may  be  proper  at  this  time  to  call  attention  to  a few  matters  which  are 
becoming  vitally  necessary  for  a proper  functioning  of  the  library  work.  The 
branches  need  more  attention,  particularly  in  South  Attleboro  where  the  demand  is 
so  heavy  that  at  least  two  days  a week  should  be  given  to  this  branch  alone. 
At  the  present  time  and  under  the  present  set  up  we  are  unable  to  do  this  owing 
to  insufficient  help,  or  rather  insufficient  funds  to  enable  us  to- extend  the  staff 
to  a proper  proportion.  Our  shelving  area  is  becoming  over  crowded  and  within 
the  very  near  future  we  shall  have  to  provide  space  to  care  for  a growing  collection. 
At  present  the  logical  expansion  would  probably  be  to  take  space  upstairs,  which 
will  mean  some  reconstruction  work  as  well  as  additional  help. 

We  wish  it  were  possible  to  better  satisfy  the  public  in  their  demand  for 
more  books,  but  as  this  again  reverts  back  to  funds,  we  are  trying  the  best  we  can 
to  make  what  we  have  go  as  far  as  possible  and  keep  a balanced  collection. 

To  all  who  have  made  donations  of  books,  pictures,  magazines  and  other 
articles  we  wish  to  express  our  very  sincere  thanks,  and  to  the  staff  who  have 
loyally  and  efficiently  given  their  best  to  their  work  we  wish  to  publicly  register 
our  gratitude. 

Respectfully  yours. 

Trustees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library 
Joseph  L.  Sweet  Memorial. 

Ethel  H.  Bar-den,  Secretary. 
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Report  of  Attleboro 
Public  Library 


To  the  1 mstees  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library: 

A Summary  of  Aims  and  Operations  1939 

PREAMBLE 

The  32nd  year  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Liorary  in  its  present  building  has 
just  passed. 

PTom  1907  to  the  end  of  the  year  1939,  3,402,079  volumes — 71.6  miles  of 
books — have  been  borrowed  by  residents  of  Attleboro  and  nearbv  communities. 
Tnc  book  stock  has  increased  from  10,5C0  to  46,798  volumes.  Special  collections 
of  pictures,  pamphlets  and  clippings  have  oeen  formed  and  daily  prove  their 
usetulness.  One  hundred  eighty-three  magazines  and  ten  newspapers  are 
currently  received. 

''ho  the  casual  glance,  the  building  is  here,  the  books  are  housed,  people  who 
want  to  read  go  to  the  library  and  get  a book.  That’s  all  there  is  to  it. 

WHAT  DO  LIBRARIANS  DO? 

Ihiblic  Libraries,  are  subject  to  the  same  fate  as  individuals.  They  suffer 
from  misconceptions  and  are  frequently  misunderstood. 

Contrary  to  hearsay,  the  work  is  not  monotonous  nor  dull.  One  day  may 
bring  requests  for  pictures  of  sheep  jumping  over  a fence,  the  type  of  pan  used  in 
gold  pj’ospecting,  and  “authentic”  pci  trait  of  Bacchus,  and  information  on  wLo 
started  the  San  Francisco  F^'air  and  v/hy,  where  to  buy  a Skye  terrier,  and  the 
distinction  betw-een  the  Federated  IMalay  States,  the  Imfederated  Malay  States, 
and  the  Straits  Settlements. 

Nor  is  it  “nice”,  “clean”,  “easy”,  work.  The  use  of  paste,  glue,  sandpaper, 
and  shellac  is  routine  mending  proceedure,  and  each  day  anywLere  from  500  to 
2000  hooks,  magazines,  and  newspapers  must  be  handled,  carried  upstairs  or 
down,  shelved,  or  packed  for  sending  to  deposit  stations  and  branches;  a process 
that  rivals  the  most  etrenuous  setting-up  exercises  in  the  amount  of  footwork  and 
bending  and  stretching  involved. 

PERSONNEL 

Aside  from  the  recording  of  books  loaned  and  returned,  the  assistance  given 
to  borrowers  in  locating  particular  titles  and  tlie  finding  of  answers  to  the  myriad 
questions  that  must  be  answered  by  use  of  the  library’s  resources  in  books  or 
personal  information,  members  of  the  library  staff  have  specialized  and  technical 
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duties  The  checking  of  orders,  invoices,  and  discounts,  and  the  keeping  of 
statistical  records  for  local,  state,  and  federal  reports,  must  be  done  in  libraries 
as  in  business  organizations.  The  classification  and  cataloging  processes  are  highly 
technical,  while  the  supervision  of  branches  demands  executive  ability  as  well  as 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  book  collection 

To  promote  higher  standards  of  service  and  a just  basis  of  promotion,  the 
library  trustees  in  December  U lkS  adopted  a Classification  Hcheme  of  CJualifica- 
tions,  Duties  and  Salaries.  By  this  plan,  based  on  composite  schemes  of  £)ther 
libraries  and  the  Massachusetts  Planning  Board,  definite  requirements  in  educa- 
tion, training  and  personality  must  be  met  in  order  for  an  applicant  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  full  time  staff  membership.  The  classifications  are  graded  to  provide 
for  promotions  in  case  of  vacancies. 

During  the  past  year  three  })art  time  apprentice  workers  and  one  Junior 
Assistant  have  taken  special  library  courses  at  Summer  Sessions  at  the  University 
of  New  h ampshire  and  at  Penn.  State  College,  and  have  studied  at  Bryant  College 
and  Brown  University  in  the  effort  to  fit  themselves  for  possible  appointments  or 
promotion. 


USE  AND  COSTS 

Detailed  records  of  volumes  circulated  and  the  itemized  costs  of  operation 
are  appended.  The  following  is  a condensation  of  some  of  the  items  in  the 
statistical  summary  of  the  year  1930, 

Books,  pamphlets,  and  magazines  loaned  amounted  to  139,376  items,  a 
circula.tion  of  6.41  per  capita  for  the  lity’s  population.  In  addition  2308  pictures 
were  borrowed,  a gain  of  233  over  1938. 

The  woi-ic  of  the  branches  located  at  Uebronville,  South  AtJeboro  village 
and  Washington  School  has  increased  as  did  the  circulation  of  books  from  the 
Hospital  Service  and  school  deposits,  but  Dodgeville  branch  had  a slight  de- 
crease. Books  loaned  from  the  branches  and  deposit  stations  represent  over 
44%  of  the  total  library  circulation. 

6f)3  new  borrowers  were  registered,  one  third  of  whom  were  children. 

Approximately  40%,  of  the  total  number  of  books  boriowed  were  loaned 
from  the  Children’s  Collection.  Of  the  volumes  borrowed  by  adults,  31  1/2% 
were  non-fiction,  with  poetry,  drama,  and  essays  ranking  highest  and  nearly  an 
equal  number  on  practical  arts  and  technology.  The  fine  arts,  including  music, 
came  next,  exceeding  biogiaphy,  which,  incidentally,  showed  a considerable 
increase  of  popularity  over  1938.  Fewer  books  on  travel  circulated,  but  ap- 
parently current  events  stimulated  an  interest  in  history. 

4'he  book  stock  was  inci eased  by  2963  volumes,  214  of  them  being  gifts. 

Operative  costs  have  reniained  fairly  constant  for  the  past  five  years  except 
for  .some  extraordinary  expenses  necessary  for  repair  of  the  building  and  branches. 
These  special  expenses,  however,  have  been  met  chiefly  from  income  from  in- 
vested funds. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  budgets  have  been  scaled  down,  not  to  meet  needs, 
but  for  minimum  operation  requirements,  many  long  overdue  changes  in  ar- 
rangement and  routing  have  been  foregone.  Space  is  at  a premium,  and  the 
work  room  was  outgrown  fifteen  years  ago. 

The  book  collection  has  become  increasingly  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  city.  Volum»^s  far  too  worn  and  dirty  for  further  service  have  been  kept  in 
circulation  for  lack  of  funds  for  replacement.  Duplication  of  titles  has  of  necessi- 
ty been  so  restricted  that  borrowers  often  have  to  wait  six  to  eight  months  for 
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books  requested  when  first  off  the  press.  Titles  needed  by  persons  takino;  People’s 
Institute  and  other  study  courses  cannot  be  furnished  in  time  nor  quantity  to 
meet  class  assignments. 

The  amount  spent  from  city  a})propriation  in  1939  for  the  purchase  of  books 
was  $],llb.9^.  Five  times  this  amount  annually  for  the  next  five  years  would 
only  partially  replace  the  worn  out  volumes  for  which  there  is  constant  demand, 
and  ensure  a fair  supply  of  up-to-date  material  to  m.eet  the  needs  of  the  city. 

y\  summary  of  things  attempted  and  things  done,  of  plans  made,  of  improve- 
ments contemplated,  must  include  also  a recognition  of  intangibles.  Good  will 
(despite  the  fact  that  the  book  was  out)  courtesy  and  generosity  are  important 
factors  as  in  business  as  in  social  life. 

The  Attleboro  I^ublic  Library  expresses  its  gratitude  and  appreciation  for 
the  patience  and  kindness  and  gifts  which  have  been  bestowed  by  the  people  of 
Attleboro.  It  is  hoped  that  in  these  times  of  political  stress,  and  chaotic  national 
life,  that  the  Public  Library  may  represent  to  the  community  a place  where  facts 
and  ideas  and  recreation  may  be  available  for  public  enlightment  and  enter- 
tainment, without  restrictions  of  political,  racial,  or  religious  creed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Flizabeth  Lucile  I’almer, 

Librarian. 
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OPERATING  COSTS 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
Receipts 

Salaries $12,983.00 

Other  Expenses 5,688 . 32 

Credit  for  Lost  and  Paid  for 

Books 6.00 


Total 18,677.32 


Disbursements 

Salaries 

Library  and  Building  Staff . . $12,982 . 97 


Unexpended  Balance .03 


Total 12,983.00 


Other  Expenses 

Books 1,118.98 

Fuel 456.83 

Light... 1,102.19 

Phone 48.11 

Building 287.88 

Bindery 950 . 90 

Dodgeville 7.80 

Ilebronville 164.45 

South  Attleboro : 240.45 

Washington 298.45 

Printing 38.50 

Postage 80.72 

Trucking 26.91 

Carfares 11.46 

Incidentals 149.83 

Office  Supplies 366 . 60 

Equipment 344 . 04 


Total 5,694. 10 

Unexpended  Balance .22 


TRUST  FUNDS 


Receipts 

Balance  January  1,  1939 
Checking  Accounts 

Attleboro  Trust  Co $ 212.62 

First  National  Bank 9.66 


221.68 

Income  from  Investments. . 4,568.45 

Income  from  Note  Payable  1,500.00 


Total $ 6,290.13 

Disbursements 

Payroll 673.23 

Building  Repairs 1,790.25 

Books  2,885.17 

Book  Repairs 301.19 

Office  Supplies 11.66 

Lighting 100.10 

Fuel 84.00 

Dodgeville 2.25 

Ilebronville 2.50 

South  Attleboro 22.41 

Washington 6.10 

Printing 2.50 

Trucking 6.00 

Equipment 10.56 

Interest  Paid  (Loan) 43.21 

Safe  Deposit  Box  Rental ...  22.00 

Audit  1938 100.00 

Bond  Service 50.00 

Pond  for  1 reasurer 25.00 

Jelephone 5.79 

Filing  Equipmen  t 95 . 00 

Postage 3.35 

Bank  Service  Charge .25 


Total 6,242.52  . 

Unexpended  Balance 47.61 


I 5,694.32 


$ 6,290.13 
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THE  LIBRARY  SERVES  THE  CITY 


Service  at  Material  Loaned 

Central  Library 78,881  Volumes 

Dodgeville  School 4,737  Volumes 

Hebronville  Community  Cottage 7,078  Volumes 

South  Attleboro  Village 9,292  Volumes 

Washington  Street  School 25,935  Volumes 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital 3,737  Volumes 

School  and  Summer  Camps 9,716  Volumes 


Total 


Classified  Report 

Philosophy  and  Religion 1,741 

Education,  Economics, 

Sociology 4,304 

Natural  and  Applied  Science. . . 5,959 

Fine  Arts  and  Music 3,570 

Literature  and  Language 5,004 

History  and  Travel 5,771 

Biography 3,276 

Adult  Fiction 57,876 

Juvenile  Fiction 43,232 

Current  Periodicals 7,353 

Pamphlets 1,019 

Books  in  P'oreign  Languages.  . . 213 

Books  borrowed  from  Other 

Libraries 29 

Books  loaned  to  ( )ther  Libraries . 29 


4 otal 139,376 


139,376  Volumes 

Additions  to  Collection 
Books  Purchased  2749  Adult.  . . 1815 
Books  donated ..  . 214  Juvenile  1148 

3538  3538 


New  Titles 1965 

Duplicates  and 

Replacements.  . 998 


Books  worn  out  and  Withdrawn  . . 736 


I llh:  BOARD  OF  4'RUSTEES 
Edwin  F.  Leach,  President  Mrs.  Charles  Holden 

Mrs.  Winthrop  Barden,  Secretary  Dr.  lYederick  V.  Murphy 

Raymond  F.  Horton,  4 reasurer  John  R.  Stevenson 

Miss  Edith  ClaHin  Hayward  H.  Sweet 

Mrs.  Arthur  Conro 


THE  xM EMBERS  OF  THE  STAFF 
Elizabeth  Lucile  Palmer,  Librarian 
Angela  D.  Bowen,  Senior  Assistant 
\4'rginia  J.  C^ate,  Junior  Assistant 
Crace  C.  Freese,  Senior  Assistant 
Dorothy  I.  Hannaford,  x\ssistant  Librarian 
(Mrs.)  Alice  I.  Kingman,  Junior  Assistant 
(Mrs.)  Kathleen  S.  MacKell,  Children’s  Librarian 
Ruth  Wheaton,  Children’s  Assistant 


PART 
Bertha  C.  Bigney 
Phyllis  Edwards 
Janet  Hardaway 


TIME  ASSISTANTS 

(Mrs.)  Elizabeth  P.  Hatch 
Barbara  A.  McGregor 
Marion  B.  Moore 


PAGES 

Daniel  Bowen  Frank  Westerberg 

Howard  Peach 


JANITOR 
William  P,  Barrett 
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Report  of  Inspector  of  Buildings 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Gentlemen: 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  for  the  year  1939. 
During  the  year  313  permits  were  issued  amounting  to  $233,267.00,  divided 
as  follows: 


January 

Garages 

Shingle 

Minor 

A Iterations 

February 

Garages 

Shingle 

Minor 

Alterations 

Raze 

March 

One  Family  Dewllings 

Garages 

Store 

Shingle 

Alterations 

April 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Two  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Over  Night  Cabins 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations 

May 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Over  Night  Cabins 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations 

Raze 

June 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Service  Stations 

Addition  Manufacturing  Plant 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations 

Raze 

July 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Store 

Shingle 

Alterations 


.(  2) 

$ 

550.00 

•(  1) 

25.00 

.(  1) 

115.00 

.(  1) 

40 . 00 

.(  2) 

$ 

450.00 

.(  3) 

350.00 

.(  2) 

380.00 

.(  5) 

2,450 . 00 

.(  2) 

0,000 . 00 

.(  3) 

$ 

9,000 . 00 

d 2) 

500.00 

( 1) 

1 ,800 . 00 

.(  4) 

1,130.00 

4 4) 

1,525.00 

d 1) 

$ 

3,600.00 

( 1) 

5,000.00 

( 2) 

775.00 

( 4) 

625 . 00 

( 4) 

890 . 00 

(13) 

2,150.00 

.(  b) 

2,690.00 

( 7) 

$ 

21,660.00 

( 3) 

700.00 

( 1) 

150.00 

( S) 

717.00 

Q3) 

2,635.00 

(16) 

4,170.00 

( 1) 

0,000.00 

( 2) 

$ 

10,160.00 

( 7^) 

810.00 

( 2) 

3,125.00 

( 1) 

15,000.00 

( 7) 

1,190.00 

( 6) 

1,850.00 

(b3) 

9,505 . 00 

( 7.) 

0,000.00 

( 6) 

$ 

18,000.00 

( 1) 

50.00 

( 1) 

400.00 

( b) 

1,250.00 

( 6) 

1,700.00 

$ 730.00 


$ 3,630.00 


$ 13,956.00 


$ 15,730.00 


$ 26,032.00 


$ 41,640.00 


$ 21,400.00 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


77 


August 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations ' 

September 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations 

Raze 

October 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations 

November 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Service  Station 

Storage  Plant 

Minor 

Shingle 

Store 

Alterations 

December 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Two  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Minor 

Greenhouse 

Shingle 

Alterations 

Raze 

For  the  Year  1939 

One  Family  Dwellings 

Two  Family  Dwellings 

Garages 

Minor 

Shingle 

Alterations 

Stores 

Over  Night  Cabins 

Service  Stations 

Storage  Plant 

Greenhouse 

Addition  Manufacturing  Plant 
Raze  Buildings 


.(  2) 

$ 

7,000.00 

.(  2) 

175.00 

( 4) 

295.00 

.(  9) 

l,935.0u 

.(  9) 

12,90u.00 

.(  1) 

$ 

4,400.00 

.(  5) 

925 . 00 

.(  1) 

5.00 

.(  9) 

1,510.00 

(17) 

6,595.00 

.(  1) 

.;,000.00 

.(  b) 

$ 

23,000.00 

.(  6) 

2,785.00 

( 4) 

200 . 00 

( 5) 

575.00 

.(  4) 

5,425.00 

.(  3) 

$ 

7,800.00 

( 2) 

275.00 

■ ( 1) 

1,000.00 

( 1) 

4,000  00 

( 4) 

725 . 00 

( 7) 

1 ,200 . 00 

.(  1) 

300.00 

( 3) 

3,595.00 

.(  1) 

1 

800. Ou 

( 2) 

10,600.00 

( H) 

975.00 

( 2) 

55.00 

( 1) 

300.00 

.(  5) 

600.00 

.(  5) 

6,200.00 

( 1) 

0,000.00 

.(32) 

$105,420.00 

.(  3) 

15,600.00 

(40) 

8,970.00 

(37) 

4,572.  (U) 

(81) 

15,210.00 

.(96) 

56,795.00 

( 3) 

2,500.00 

( 7^) 

775.00 

( 3) 

4,125.00 

( 1) 

4,000.  (>0 

( 1) 

30u.LV 

.(  1) 

15,000  0(i 

.(lU) 

0,000 . 00 

$ 22,305.00 


$ 13,435.00 


$ 31,985.00 


$ 18,895.00 


$ 19,530.00 


$233,267.00 


The  total  number  of  permits  issued  in  1938  was  320  amounting  to  1278,671.00, 
showing  a loss  of  7 permits  and  $45,404.00. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


FRED  A.  CLARK, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 
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Thomas  G.  Sadler,  Sr.  Samuel  M.  Stone 

Chairman 


Reports  to  the 
Park  Commissioners 


Henry  C.  Wolfenden 


John  E.  Anderson 

Park  Superintendent 


To  t}ic  ILiard  of  Park  Commissioners,  Attleboro,  Mass.: 

1 herewith  submit  my  fifteenth  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of  Parks  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1930. 

The  year  1939  was  a year  of  mostly  all  rej)air  work  due  to  the  hurricane  in 
September,  1938,  and  a W.  P.  A.  project  started  the  latter  part  of  October,  1938. 
Sawing  the  trees  into  logs  and  cord  wood,  and  pulling  and  digging  out  over  700 
stumps.  In  the  coldest  part  of  the  winter  die  project  was  dropped  to  be  renewed 
as  soon  as  the  frost  left  the  ground.  All  logs  for  lumber  and  cord  wood  turned 
over  to  the  City.  Estimated  value-  S9U0.00. 

After  stumps  were  pulled  out  we  ha,d  to  grubhoe  the  balance  of  the  roots  out 
of  the  ground,  dhis  required  a lot  of  hand  labor  as  a lot  of  fallen  trees  weie  on 
lawns,  and  in  order  to  save  the  grass  it  had  to  be  hand  labor. 

In  addition  to  the  trees  there  was  other  hurricane  damage  to  Park  property. 
Part  of  the  roof  blew  off  the  Casino  Building,  causing  a leak  which  had  to  be 
repaired.  Part  of  the  paper  blew  off  the  siied  roof.  This  was  replaced  and  then 
the  whole  roof  was  covered  with  roofing  paint. 

Part  of  the  wire  of  the  IVnnis  Courts  and  posts  which  nad  fallen  were  re- 
paired. The  Baseball  backstop  had  to  be  put  back  in  postition  and  repaired,  also 
the  Bleachers  which  had  to  have  new  timbers  and  cross-pieces. 

Before  all  this  v/ork  was  finished  the  W.  P.  A.  men  were  taken  from  the  Para, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Welfare  labor  that  was  sent  to  the  Para  about  the 
time  the  W.  P.  A.  men  left,  w^e  surely  wmuld  have  been  severely  handicapped. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  what  w^as  once  our  fine  Pine  ( frove  has  oeen  replanted 
with  170  Sugar  Maples  and  in  tw'cnty  years  should  be  a fine  Maple  Grove.  This 
was  made  possinle  by  the  splendid  generosity  of  our  Citizens  in  giving  for  this 
purpose,  over  860U.00  having  been  raised. 
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This  was  expended  as  follows' 

170  Sugar  Maple  Trees  14’  to  16’  © $2.55 $433.50 

1 00  Yards  of  Loam  @$1.25 125.00 

Use  of  Bulldozer : 51.00 


After  Bulldozer  got  through  we  grubbed  over  the  entire  area  before  digging 
tne  1 70  holes,  two  feet  deep  and  four  feet  across.  After  the  trees  were  planted, 
we  harrowed  over  the  whole  area  several  times,  and  expect  to  seed  it  all  in  the 
spring. 

A total  of  over  600  trees  tat  Capron  ParK,  the  Common  and  Angell  Par^) 
were  trimmed,  most  of  them  the  second  time,  by  the  W.  P.  A.  men. 

Two  years  s,go  the  so  called  Blackington  Park  along  v ith  a beautiful  Memorial 
Bridge  was  turned  over  to  the  Park  Department  to  maintain  and  care  for.  As 
yet  we  have  not  received  any  funds  for  the  upkeep  of  this  Park.  1 recommend 
that  an  appropriation  of  $100.06  be  spent  there  so  as  to  at  least  loam  and  seed 
the  area  that  should  have  been  seeded  at  the  time  the  Bridge  was  built. 

As  usual  the  three  cornered  piece  at  Hebronville  was  planted  and  taken  care 
of  by  this  department,  and  we  received  some  fine  compliments  for  the  fine  flower 
display  shown  there. 

4 he  Fourth  of  July  Celebration  and  Fireworks  display,  sponsored  by  the 
Amierican  Legion  and  made  possible  by  donation  from  the  good  people  of  Attleboro 
was  better  patronized  and  more  people  attended  the  Sports  and  FireworKS  than 
ever  before. 

Our  ballfield  was  in  steady  demand  all  season.  During  the  height  of  the 
season  as  many  as  twleve  games  a week  were  played  on  the  field,  after  the  baseball 
season  was  over  Coach  Tozier  and  his  High  School  football  jilayers  took  over  and 
used  the  field  to  the  last  weeK  in  November.  After  the  High  School  football 
players  got  through,  we  seeded  200  pounds  of  Grass  Seed  on  the  field  also  roped 
off  the  whole  field  to  keep  autos  and  people  off  the  field  until  next  May. 

As  the  Roadways  in  the  Park  are  in  a deplorable  condition,  I recommend 
that  the  W.  P.  A.  administration  of  the  City  find  out  what  happened  to  the  Park 
Itoadway  Project,  that  was  applied  for  July  22,  1938. 

Our  four  Tennis  Courts  were  in  steady  demand  from  early  morning  until 
dark.  I might  add,  that  we  need  new  covering  for  the  (''ourts  and  new  diamond 
mesh  fence  around  same. 

The  Playground  was  as  popular  as  ever.  After  the  conjmissioners  voted 
money  from  the  Capron  k'und  for  Playgronnd  equipment  we  had  better  apparatus 
than  we  had  before  the  hurricane.  We  erected  twelve  new  ball  bearing  swings, 
six  children  swings,  new  sand  boxes,  tw^o  new'  sixteen  foot  wave  slides,  and  new' 
parts  for  the  Merry  Whirl.  Horse  shoe  courts  had  to  be  shifted  and  fenced  on 
both  ends  in  order  to  safeguard  the  children  and  the  new  ly  {ilanted  trees  in  the 
grove. 

The  Swimming  or  Wading  pool  was  the  same  popular  place  as  it  has  been 
in  the  past.  ''Fhe  supervisors  served  the  children  efficiently  and  w'ell.  I w'ant  to 
thank  the  Playground  Supervisors  for  the  careful  w'ay  they  handled  the  children 
at  the  Park,  guarding  them  from  getting  hurt  and  very  careful  about  their  condi- 
tion before  entering  the  Pool  for  the  protection  of  all  the  children. 

I recommend  that  an  additional  amount  of  $500.00  be  appropriated  to  finish 
the  work  already  started  around  the  Wolfenden  fountain  and  the  County  Street 
side  of  the  Park.  If  this  is  done,  Mr.  Wolfenden  has  promised  to  fix  the  fountain 
and  curbing  and  install  special  spray  fountains  that  w'ill  use  the  same  water  over 
and  over  again  to  make  the  front  of  the  Park  more  attractive. 

I w^nt  to  thank  the  Park  Commissioners  for  their  help  and  cooperation  at 
all  times,  the  Chief  of  Police  and  Officers  for  the  w'ay  they  handled  parking  and 
traffic  on  all  occasions  that  their  help  was  needed  at  the  park. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  E.  Anderson. 

Park  Superintendent. 

February  2,  1940 
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CAPRON  PLAYGROUND  REPORT— 1939 


Attendance — Estimated 

Bovs — A.  M 

Boys — P.  M . . 

ic  0 

Si  r^ 
rc 

8945 

Bo>’s  pool — A.  M 

Boys  pool — P.  M 

498 

1885 

2383 

(Jirls— A.  M 1S49 

Girls— P.  M : 5320 

7169 

Girls  pool — A.  M 660 

Girls  pool — P.  M 2805 


3465 


Activities 

Senior  boys  baseball  league — 14-15  year  class — Cardinals  of  the  Bliss  School 
section,  Bees  of  the  East  Side,  Hebronville,  Rangers  of  County  Square. 

Won  Lost 

Final  Standing — Bees 5 1 

Cardinals 2 3 

Rangers 2 3 

Hebron 2 4 

Junior  boys  baseball  league — 12-13  year  class — -South  Attleboro  Red  Sox, 
Mohawks  of  Sanford  School,  Hebronville,  Dartmouth  of  the  Bliss  School  section 
and  the  Farmers  district. 

Won  Lost 


Final  Standing — Hebronville 4 0 

Mohawks 3 1 

Dartmouth 2 2 

Red  Sox 1 3 

Farmers 0 4 


Swimming  campaign — 172  boys  and  girls  were  taught  to  swim,  and  a big 
percentage  of  them  won  their  Red  Cross  Beginners  Buttons.  Classes  were  held 
twice  a week. 

Girls  activities — Tennis,  paddle  tennis,  volley  ball,  swimming,  quiet  games, 
checkers,  Chinese  checkers,  tiddley  winks,  parcheesi,  handicraft,  leather  work, 
reed  and  raphio,  crocheting,  knitting,  weenie  roasts. 

Note — Very  little  handicraft  is  possible  as  the  park  provides  no  material 
and  the  parents  do  not  wish  to  pay  for  the  materials. 

Boys  activities — Tennis,  paddle  tennis,  horseshoes,  volley  ball,  handball, 
swimming,  baseball,  softball,  football  punting  and  passing,  track  and  held  sports, 
quiet  games,  playground  ball,  soccer  football,  tether  ball,  quoits. 

Field  Day — The  annual  held  day  program  was  held  during  the  hnal  week  and 
consisted  of  the  hnals  in  all  boys  and  girls  playground  tournaments  in  the  morning, 
also  a baseball  playoff,  and  a weenie  roast.  The  swimming  meet  followed.  In 
the  afternoon  the  Junior  track  and  held  meet  was  held  on  the  athletic  held.  At 
six  o’clock  the  City  of  Attleboro  Track  and  Field  Championships  were  (jontested, 
and  attracted  a hne  crowd.  Prizes  for  the  various  events,  consisting  of  gold, 
silver  and  bronze  medals  were  made  at  the  Jewelry  Trade  School.  Their  co- 
operation was  sincerely  appreciated.  Ribbons  for  the  medals  were  donated  03^ 
the  L.  G,  Balfour  Co. 
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City  Tennis  Championships. 

The  annual  City  championships  in  Mens  sinp-les  and  doubles  were  held  in 
August  and  attracted  an  exceptionally  large  entry  list.  Sheldon  Rotenberg 
defended  his  championship  in  mens  singles  successfully,  as  did  Dick  Thomson  and 
Arthur  Payette  in  the  mens  doubles.  No  entries  were  received  in  the  Womens 
events. 

The  winners  in  the  baseball  leagues  were  taken  to  a big  league  game  at 
Boston.  At  the  time  one  game  remained  to  be  played,  and  Mr.  Anderson  agreed 
to  take  the  eventual  winner  if  it  was  anyone  else  but  the  leading  team  at  the  time 
of  the  trip.  This  came  to  pass,  and  he  very  generously  treated  the  Hebronville 
junior  team  to  an  extra  trip  at  his  own  expense. 

Obscenity,  profanity,  and  dishonesty  v.^ere  very  infrequent  occurrences,  the 
various  pieces  of  apparatus  were  respected  and  preserved,  and  the  children 
were  happy  and  busy  in  their  play.  Mr.  Anderson  and  his  men  were  wonderful 
to  us,  and  worked  hard  to  keep  things  in  excellent  condition.  The  Hunton  Pool 
was  never  kept  in  better  shape,  and  was  cleaned  several  times  each  week,  this 
entailing  many  extra  hours  of  work,  some  of  it  late  at  night,  and  very  early  in  the 
morning.  Our  sincere  thanks  to  them  and  to  all  who  in  any  way  assisted  us  in  the 
conduct  of  the  playground. 

We  would  like  to  suggest  that  more  materials  be  furnished  for  handicraft 
work  in  the  future.  This  item  used  to  be  one  of  the  big  features  of  the  playground 
work,  culminating  in  an  exhibition  in  the  shelter  house  at  the  end  of  each  season. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Miss  Alma  Hillman 
J.  Ray  Cooney 

Attleboro,  Mass. 


East  Side  Playground  Area  Under  Development 
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William  A.  Blackburn 
Chairman 


Thomas  H.  Moore 


Report  of  Recreation  Commissioners 

To  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Attleboro,  Mass., 

Gentlemen : 

We  herewith  submit  our  report  for  the  year  1039. 

The  Recieation  Commission  has  in  the  past  year  endeavored  to  maintain  the 
playgrounds  in  a proper  manner,  and  to  improve  them  insofar  as  their  limited 
means  would  allow. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  Public  Works  Department  without  whose  aid 
very  little  could  have  been  accomplished,  a general  extension,  levelling,  and 
filling  program,  which  in  itself  is  merely  a beginning,  has  been  carried  out. 

This  applies  particularly  to  Finberg  tdeld  which  needs  an  extension  of  grading 
in  order  to  permit  the  baseball  field  to  be  located  in  the  opposite  corner  from  which 
it  now  is. 

''rids  plan,  which  calls  for  the  building  of  a new  diamond  at  the  easterly  end 
of  the  field,  should  be  continued  with  the  idea  of  having  it  completed  during  the 
next  summer. 

Enough  fill  was  taken  to  Finberg  Park  and  enough  grading  done  to  enable 
the  city  engineers  to  lay  out  a football  field  of  standard  dimensions,  this  in  itself 
was  of  much  importance  to  the  future  lay  out  of  Finberg  playground. 

Again,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Public  WorKS  Department,  there  has  been 
considerable  work  done  toward  the  removing  of  the  baiiK  at  Hayward  Pield,  in 
the  anricipation  of  arranging  the  football  field  in  a new  location  in  order  to  safe- 
guard and  conserve  the  baseball  diam.ond 

The  program  at  Horton  Field  for  the  ensuing  year  em.braces  the  building  of 
cement  steps  between  the  backstop  and  tennis  courts  from  the  sidewalk  above. 

Also  the  commission  would  liRe  to  build  a new  wire  fence  along  the  side  next 
to  the  railroad  track  as  an  added  protection  for  the  children  who  use  the  field  for 
their  baseball  games. 

There  are  also  plans  underway  to  build  a retaining  wall  at  the  foot  of  the 
north  banking  in  order  to  keep  it  from  washing  away  and  at  the  same  tim.e  maKe 
it  more  sightly. 
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To  the  furtherance  of  these  projects  the  money  now  conserved  in  the  so- 
called  Horton  Fund  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission,  through  the 
kind  cooperation  of  Mr.  Walter  Kendall,  Trustee. 

In  the  minds  of  the  com.mission  there  seems  to  be  a crying  need  for  more 
playground  supervision,  which  can  only  come  through  an  additional  appropriation 
for  coaches  to  the  Recreation  Department. 

At  no  time  in  the  experience  of  the  present  commission  has  the  playgrounds 
been  in  such  constant  demand  as  in  the  past  year,  proving  that,  new  plans  of 
recreation  should  be  studied  immediately  for  the  coming  year. 

During  the  past  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  preparing  the 
area  along  Parker  Street  between  East  and  School  Streets  for  a playground.  The 
land  was  donated  to  the  city  by  Ex-Mayor  Fred  E.  Briggs.  By  means  of  a W. 
P.  A.  project,  two  tennis  courts,  a paddling  pool,  a swim.ming’pool,  and  a bath 
house  have  been  constructed.  The  entire  area  has  been  enclosed  with  a sub- 
stantial fence.  Trees  and  shrubs  have  been  planted.  The  work  should  be  com- 
pleted in  1940,  affording  a beauty  spot  and  recreational  center  for  a section  of  the 
city  which  is  largely  populated  and  has  needed  such  a place  for  generations. 

'fhe  city  has  also  procured  a large  area  of  about  8 acres  in  Dodgeville  for  use 
as  a playground  and  particularly  as  a baseball  field.  The  purchase  price  was 
$1 ,500.00  but  after  deductions  of  delinquent  taxes  the  net  price  was  approcimatelj 
$637.00.  An  active  athletic  association  in  the  Dodgeville  area  has  made  frequent 
use  of  the  field  during  the  past  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  progressive  improvements 
on  the  playing  surface  in  years  to  come  will  make  this  one  of  Attleboro’s  most 
popular  athletic  fields. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Recreation  Commission,  wish  to  thank  all  w ho  have 
given  aid  during  the  past  year  either  by  suggestion  or  by  actual  work.  Especially 
(.lo  we  wish  to  thank  those  members  of  City  Hall  gioup  who  have  been  so  kind  in 
their  cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

The  Recreation  Board, 

William  H.  Blackburn,  Chairman 
Thomas  H.  Moore 
(leorge  T.  Oldham 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


8f) 


School  Committee 


Allen  K.  Remington 


Mrs.  Alice  H.  Stobbs 


Mrs.  Lida  M.  Holbrook 


Mrs.  Dorothy  R.  Worman 


Edwin  F.  Thayer,  Chairman 


Mrs.  Rena  Rounseville 


Leland  B Smith 


Harold  D.  Baker,  Jr. 


William  A.  Blackburn 
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Report  of  the 
School  Committee 


Lewis  A.  Fales 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1939  Term 

Expires 

January 

Edwin  F.  Thayer,  17  Mechanic  Street 1941 

Leland  B.  Smith,  149  South  Main  Street 1941 

H.  Dean  Baker,  16  Upland  Road 1941 

Mrs.  Dorothy  R.  Worman,  23  Third  Street 1941 

Mrs.  Lida  M.  Holbrook,  45  Holden  Street 1943 

Mrs.  Alice  Stobbs,  63  Bank  Street 1943 

Mrs.  Rena  Rounseville,  141  South  Main  Street 1943 

William  A.  Blackburn,  197  South  Main  Street 1943 

Allen  K.  Remington,  138  Highland  Avenue 1943 


Organization 


Edwin  F.  Thayer Chairman 

Leland  B.  Smith Vice-Chairman 

Mrs.  Lida  M.  Holbrook Secretary 

Edwin  F.  Thayer Representative  before  Municipal  Council 


STANDING  COMMITTEES— 1939 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 


Mr.  Thayer 

Mrs.  Holbrook 

Mrs.  Stobbs 

Mrs.  Worman 

Textbooks  and  Supplies 
Mrs.  Holbrook 

Mr.  Blackburn 

Mr.  Smith 

Buildings 
Mr.  Remington 

Mrs.  Rounseville 

Mr.  Thayer 

Finance 
Mr.  Smith 

Mr.  Baker 

Regular  meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  7:30  o’clock 
p.  m. 

Bills  are  paid  on  the  fifteenth  of  each  month. 

All  bills  to  be  acted  on  must  be  submitted  in  duplicate,  and  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee.  Superintendent’s  office,  on  the  26th  of  each  month. 
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Superintendent  of  Schools 

LEWIS  A.  FALES 


Office:  Sanford  Street  School Telephone  12 

Residence:  22  Mechanic  Street Telephone  22 


The  Superintendent’s  office  is  open  on  school  days  from  8 ’30  to  5:00;  Satur- 
day, 8:30  to  11:30.  The  Superintendent’s  office  hours  on  school  days  are  from 
8:30  to  9:00,  4:00  to  5:00  Monday  and  Wednesday;  Monday  evening  by  appoint- 
ment. 


Superintendent’s  Secretary 


Alice  I,  Wetherell,  Telephone  1235-J 32  Sanford  Street 

Clerks 

Hilda  R.  LaPalme 61  Hebron  Avenue 

Edna  I.  Langley  (Mrs.) 84  Knight  Avenue 


School  Physician 

Dr.  Jesse  W.  Battershall,  Telephone  284 18  North  Main  Street 


School  Nurse 

Mrs.  Dorothy  B.  Wendell,  R.  N.,  Telephone  940-W 90  Locust  Street 

Office  hours:  Sanford  Street  School  8:00  to  9:00  on  school  days. 

Dental  Hygienist 

Barbara  H.  Greene 29  John  Street 


School  Dentists 

Dr.  Anderson  S.  Briggs Suite  26,  Bates  Block 

Dr.  W.  Earl  Turner 59  1-2  Park  Street 


Attendance  Officer  and  Custodian  of  School  Buildings 

W.  Wesley  Young 27  Jewel  Avenue 

Telephones — Office:  12;  Home:  640-M 


School  Calendar 

First  Term — Wednesday,  Sept.  6 to  Friday,  Dec.  22,  1939. 
Second  Term — Tuesday,  Jan.  2 to  Friday,  Feb.  16,  1940. 
Third  Term — Monday,  Feb.  26  to  Thursday,  April  18,  1940. 
Fourth  Term — Monday,  April  29  to  Friday,  June  21,  1940. 


School  Sessions 

High  School — One  Session,  from  8:15  to  1 :40,  with  a recess  of  fifteen  minutes. 
Bank  Street — One  session  from  8:15  to  1:15. 

Briggs  Corner — 8:45  to  11:45  and  12-30  to  2*30. 

Lincoln — 8 -45  to  1 1 :45  and  1 -00  to  3 -00. 

Plat— 9:00  to  12:00  and  1 :00  to  3:00. 

Washington — 9:00  tp  11:45  and  1:00  to  3:15. 

Grammar  and  Primary  Schools; — Morning  session  from  9 :00  to  1 1 :45.  After- 
noon session  from  1:15  to  3:30.  Grade  I closes  fifteen  minutes  earlier  than  the 
other  grades. 
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No  School  Signals 
Adopted  March  5,  1928 
Four  double  strokes  of  the  Fire  Alarm  2-2-2-2 


7:15  A.  M. 
8:00  A.  M. 

8:15  A.  M. 
11:15  A.  M. 

12:15  P.  M. 
12:30  P.  M. 


Postponement  of  the  opening  of  the  High  and  Bank  Street  Schools 
till  9:00  o’clock. 

No  morning  session  except  for  the  High  and  Bank  Street  Schools. 
If  signal  has  sounded  at  7:15,  no  session  for  the  High  and  Bank 
Street  Schools. 

No  morning  session  for  grades  one,  two  and  three.  Afternoon 
session  for  all  grades  unless  the  signal  is  repeated  at  12*15  or  12:30. 
One  session.  Grades  one,  two  and  three  will  close  for  the  day  at 
12M.  All  higher  grades  then  in  session  except  the  High  and  Bank 
Street  Schools  will  close  for  the  day  at  1 :00  P.  M, 

No  afternoon  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High  S,chool. 

No  afternoon  session  for  grades  one,  two  and  three. 


The  signals  will  be  given  at  8:00  A.  M.  and  12:15  P.  M.  only  in  very  severe 
weather. 

WEAN  will  broadcast  no  school  announcements  in  the  morning  between 
7:00  and  7:15  and  7 :45  and  8:00;  and  again  at  12  00  noon  if  necessary. 

WNaC  will  also  broadcast  the  no  school  announcements  in  the  morning. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1939 


Receipts 

Appropriations 

April,  Salaries $268,480 . 00 

April,  Other  Expenses 44,710.00 

June,  Other  Expenses 1,975.00 

November,  Other  Expenses 875.00 

December,  Refund  Water  Department 2.50 


Total  regular  appropriations $316,042.50 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  for  Vocational  and  Continuation  Schools 692.54 


Total  available  for  schools $316,735.04 

Total  expended — gross  cost  of  schools $316,071 .52 


RECEIVED  by  the  City  on  account  of  schools  but  not 


credited  to  the  School  Department: 

1.  State  Reimbursements 

General  School  Fimd,  Teachers’  Salaries $ 28,179.40 

Vocational  and  Continuation  Schools 4,284.72 

Americanization  Class 86.50 

Trade  Schools  Tuition 94.35 

2.  Tuition  and  transportation  of  State  Wards 1,095.88 

3.  Tuition 251.00 

4.  Use  of  school  buildings 149.00 

5.  Sale  of  books  and  supplies 398.16 

6.  Sale  of  supplies.  Vocational  School 17.13 

7.  Miscellaneous 14.00 


Total $ 34,570.14 


Net  cost  of  schools $281,501 .38 
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EXPENDITURES,  1939 


1.  General  Control 
Clerks $ 

CJeneral 
A(  count 

5,148.00 
96 . 83 

Telephones 

Office  Expenses 

334 . 50 

Superintendence 

Superintendent 

4,200.00 

Attend.  Officer  and  Cus- 

todian  of  Bldgs 

1,500.00 

Office  Expenses 

182.72 

Expenses  Out  of  Town  . . 

17.18 

Automobiles 

486 . 50 

2.  Instruction 
Teachers 

Supervisors 

Books 

Supplies 

Cooking 

Manual  Training .* 

Sewing 

8.  Oiierating  School  Plant 

Janitors 

Fuel 

Water 

Janitors’  Supplies 

Lights — electricity 

Power 

Towels 

4.  Maintaining  School  Plant 

Repairs 

Equipment,  repairs  and 

replacement 

klags 

Care  of  grounds 

5,  Auxiliary  Agencies 

H ealth— Salaries 

Auto 

Transportation  

(3.  Miscellaneous 

Tuition 

Graduation 

Sundries 

Express 

Band 


High 

School 

Elem, 

Schools 

''hotal 

98.95  1 

490.72 

$5,148.00 

686.50 

334 . 50 

4,200.00 

1,500.00 
182 . 72 
17.18 
486 . 50 

62,810 

.57 

1 55,333 . 34 

218,143 

.91 

2,610 

00 

5,180.00 

7,790 

.00 

1,943, 

,99 

2,137.25 

4,081 

.24 

2,374, 

02 

3,233.17 

5,607 

.19 

239, 

45 

248.51 

487, 

.96 

396 . 

13 

594.49 

990 

.62 

8, 

,64 

20.28 

28. 

,92 

3,727 

.60 

16,942.08 

20,669 

.68 

1,462 

.50 

7,989 . 25 

9,451 

.75 

158. 

81 

573.40 

732 

21 

125. 

,56 

523.40 

648, 

.96 

1,235. 

55 

1,340.30 

2,575 

,85 

411  . 

60 

194.34 

605 . 

,94 

33, 

, 55 

127.82 

161 

,37 

887.03 

5,664 . 88 

6,551 .91 

368.64 

798.91 

1,167.55 

98.13 

98.13 

16.05 

16.05 

75.00 

2,675.00 

2,750.00 

63.24 

63.24 

2,790.90 

6,307.14 

9,098.04 

143.26 

143.26 

188.55 

56 . 79 

245.34 

68.13 

81.86 

149.99 

10.00 

14.55 

24 . 55 

91.54 

91.54 

$ 11,965.73  $ 82,116.71  .1>;2 1 0,848 . 16  $304,930.60 
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7.  Vocational  and  Continuation  School 

Salaries 7,377.46 

Salaries  from  Smith-Hughes  Fund 692.54 

Telephones 16.24 

Books  and  supplies 13.58 

Cooking,  sewing  and  manual  training 348.80 

Fuel 249.99 

Gas 26.97 

Electric  lights 49.37 

Maintenance  and  replacement  of  equipment 32.53 

Transportation 605 . 97 

Sundries 2.26 


$ 9,415.71  $ 9,415.71 

8.  Evening  School  Salaries 392 . 00 

9,  Parochial  School  Transportation 1,142.56 

10.  Tuition  to  Trade  Schools 190.65 


Total  expended $316,071 . 52 

Balance 663.52 


$316,735.04 


SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES 

General  Control 

School  Committee $ 6, 169 . 00 

Superintendence 6,386 . 40 

Instruction 237,129.84 

Operating  School  Plant 34,845.76 

Maintenance 7,833 . 64 

Auxiliary  Agencies 11, 911. 28 

Miscellaneous 654 . 68 


$304,930.60 

General  Vocational  and  Continuation  School 9,415.71 

Evening  School  Salaries 392 . 00 

Parochial  School  Transportation 1,142.56 

Tuition  to  Trade  School 190 . 65 


Total $316,071.52 

Balance 663 . 52 


$316,735.04 


SUMMARY  OF  ACCOUNTS 

Receipts  Expenditures  Balance 


Other  Expenses 47,562.50  47,407.93  154.57 

Smith-Hughes  Fund 692 . 54  692 . 54 


$316,735.04  $316,071.52  $ 663.52 
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SEPARATE  APPROPRIATION— JEWELRY  TRADES  SCHOOL 

Appropriation $ 7,982 . 00 

Total  expended — gross  cost  of  school 7,967 . 78 

Received  by  the  City  on  account  of  schools  but  not  credited 
to  the  School  Department: 

1 . State  reimbursement  for  maintenance S 2,067 . 26 

2.  Tuition  for  non-resident  pupils  for  1938 75.48 

3.  Tuition  for  non-resident  pupils  for  1939 403.92 


Total S 2,546 . 66 


Net  cost  of  school $ 5,421 . 12 

Tuition  for  non-resident  pupils  for  1939,  received  after  January  1, 

1940 $ 634.44 

Tuition  still  due 6.12 

Expenditures 

Telephone 8 39.36 

Gas 60.29 

Electric  Lights 70.67 

Power 268 . 05 

Supplies 795.11 

Maintenance  and  replacement 423 . 88 

Janitors’  Supplies 3.86 

M iscellaneous 19.92 


$ 1,681.14  1,681.14 

New  I'Ajuipment 319.68 

Rent 999.96 

Teachers’  Salaries 4,967.00 


Total  expended 7,967.78 

Balance 14.22 


$ 7,982.00 

George-Deen  Fund 

Balance  from  1938 $ 255.81 

Received  from  State  Dept,  of  Education,  Federal  Funds 4,071 .50 


$ 4,327.31 

Expended  for  salaries  of  teachers  in  the  Attleboro  Jewelry  Trades 

School 4,201.50 

Balance 125.81 


$4,327.31 

George-Deen  Fund  for  Evening  Classes 

Received  from  State  Dept,  of  Education,  Federal  Funds $ 700.00 

Expended  for  salaries  of  teachers  in  Jewelry  Trades  School 700.00 

Special  Appropriation 

New  Hebronville  School  (Finberg  School) 

January  1,  1939,  Balance $ 1,361.15 

December  31,  1939,  Balance 1,361 .15 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 

To  the  School  C'ommittee  of  Attleboro: 

I submit  herewith  my  thirty-fifth  annual  report,  it  beinp;  the  fifty-fifth  in  the 
series  of  Superintendents’  Annual  Reports. 

STATISTICS 

I.  Population 


Census,  1930 21,709 

1935 21,835 


II.  School  Census,  October  1939 


Number  of  children  between  the  a}i;es  of  5 and  7 (>20 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  7 and  10 3,210 


III.  Attendance 
September,  1938  to  June,  1939 

Total  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled 3,891 

Average  daily  membership 3,093 

Average  daily  attendance 3,514 

Per  cent  of  attendance 95 


Table  showing  the  average  membership  of  the  High 
and  the  Elementary  Schools  from  1928-1929  to 
1938  1939. 


High  Elem.  Schools  All  Schools 
Gain  Gain  Gain 

Av.  or  Av.  or  Av.  or 

Sept.  June  Memb.  Loss  Memb.  Loss  Memb.  Loss 

1928- 1929 079  -27  3194  23  3873  -4 

1929- 19.30 005  -14  3241  47  .3900  .3.3 

1930- 1931  093  28  3333  92  4020  120 

1931- 1932 823  1.30  3302  -31  4125  99 

1932- 19.33 920  97  .33.50  54  4270  151 

1933- 1934 893  -27  .3203  -93  4150  -120 

1934- 19.35 918  25  3192  -71  4110  -40 

1935- 19.30 895  -23  3030  -150  3931  -179 

1930-19.37 875  -20  2949  -87  .3824  -107 

1937- 19.38 919  44  2830  -113  .37.55  -09 

1938- 1939 924  5 2709  -07  3093  -02 


Fall  Term,  September- December,  1939 

High  Elem.  Schools  All  Schools 
Gain  Gain  Gain 


Av. 

or 

Av. 

or 

Av.  or 

1939 

Memb.  Loss 

Memb.  Loss 

Memb.  Loss 

September 

989 

2009 

3058 

October 

980 

-9 

2075 

0 

3055  -3 

November 

907 

-13 

2074 

-1 

3041  -14 

December 

957 

-10 

2080 

12 

3043  2 

Average  for  4 months 

973 

2070 

3049 
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The  High  School  opened  in  September  with  the  highest  enrollment  in  the 
history  of  the  school,  994  pupils.  The  enrollment  for  December  was  965,  a loss 
since  September  of  29  pupils.  The  elementary  schools  enrolled  in  September 
2672  pupils  compared  with  2788  in  September  1938,  a loss  of  116.  But  where 
the  High  vSchool  shows  a loss  of  29  since  September,  the  elementary  schools 
have  shown  a gain  of  1 7.  Although  this  increase  is  small,  it  undoubtedly  reflects 
business  conditions  in  Attleboro  this  fall,  which  have  been  better  than  for  some 
years. 

On  account  of  this  loss  of  pupils  in  the  grades  this  year,  pupils  from  the  Carpen- 
ter Street  School  were  transferred  to  the  Richardson  School  and  from  the  South 
Attleboro  School  to  the  Lincoln  School,  and  the  smaller  schools  closed.  The 
positions  of  six  teachers  who  retired  or  resigned  were  not  filled,  grades  were  con- 
solidated, and  savings  made  wherever  possible.  I doubt,  however,  if  the  en- 
rollment in  the  elementary  schools  will  go  any  lower;  rather,  with  improved 
business  conditions,  I expect  to  see  a slight  gain  from  year  to  year. 

In  connection  with  this  loss  of  pupils  I would  like  to  bring  up  to  date  some 
figures  that  were  printed  in  last  year’s  report.  The  year  1932  marked  the  highest 
enrollment  in  Attleboro  schools.  At  the  close  of  the  second  week  in  September, 
1932,  the  enrollment  in  all  schools  was  4332  pupils.  The  following  table  shows 
where  the  losses  have  occurred  since  1932. 


Table  showing  emrollment  at  the 
end  of  the  second  week  in  September  since  1932 


B.  C. 


Center 

Dodge. 

Total 

Total 

of  the 

and 

South 

Elem. 

All 

Year 

High 

City 

Hebron.  Attle. 

Schools  Schools 

Sept.— 1932 

2143 

432 

791 

3366 

4332 

1933 

924 

2171 

402 

737 

3310 

4234 

1934 

937 

2140 

374 

724 

3238 

4175 

1935 

2013 

385 

661 

3059 

3993 

1936 

2025 

375 

638 

3038 

3956 

1937 

947 

1875 

364 

592 

2831 

3778 

1938 

1860 

339 

5go 

2789 

3758 

1939 

1777 

320 

575 

2672 

3666 

Loss  since  1932 

(gain  28) 

366 

112 

216 

694 

666 

Per  cent  of  loss 

17% 

29% 

27% 

21% 

13% 

Since  1932,  12  rooms  have  been  closed.  South  Attleboro  5,  Dodgeville  1, 
Finberg  1,  Carpenter  Street  2,  Sanford  Street  2,  Tiffany  1.  It  does  not  seem 
likely  that  additional  rooms  will  be  closed. 


SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 


Number  of  School  Buildings  (3  portables) 21 

Number  of  Class  Rooms  (H.  S.  34;  Grades  102) 136 

Number  of  Rooms  in  Use 123 

TEACHERS 

Number  of  Teachers  and  Supervisors,  Dec.,  1939 144 

Number  of  Teachers  in  High  School 36 

Number  of  Teachers  in  Grades  I- VI 11 96 

Number  of  Teachers  in  Kindergartens 2 

Number  of  Special  Teachers 6 

Number  of  Teachers  in  Vocational  School 4 
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COST  OF  INSTRUCTION— 1939 


Valuation  of  Attleboro,  1939 $24,256,005 . 00 

Tax  Rate  per  $1,000,  1939 $36.70 

Expended  for  support  of  schools,  excluding  Vocational  School. . . . 304,930.60 

Average  membership  of  day  schools.  Sept.  1938-June  1939 3693 

Expended  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership $82 . 57 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil $2.62 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Total  expended  for  High  School,  including  High  School  share  of 


general  expense $ 85,849.14 

Average  membership  of  High  School,  1938-1939 924 

Cost  per  pupil $ 92.91 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil $ 4.67 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


Total  expended $219,081 . 46 

Average  membership,  1938-1939 2769 

Cost  per  pupil $ 79.12 

Costs  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil $ 1.94 


COST  OF  SCHOOLS,  STATE  REPORT  FOR  1938-1939 

Attleboro’s  Rank  in  the  State 
351  Cities  and  Towns 

Population  21,769  Census,  1930.  Rank  36  in  the  State. 

Valuation  $24,092,895  January  1,  1939,  Rank  48  in  the  State. 

Valuation  per  pupil  $6549.  Rank  176  in  the  State. 

Cost  per  pupil  $84.32,  Rank  292  in  the  State,  only  59  cities  and  towns  have  a 
lower  cost. 

Average  cost  for  39  cities  in  the  State  $105.98. 

Average  cost  for  the  State  $102.78. 


Cost  per  pupil,  Attleboro $84 . 32 

North  Attleboro 89.02 

Norton 87.99 

Taunton 85.31 

Mansfield 83.13 
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ATTLEBORO’S  RANK  IN  THE  STATE 
STATE  REPORT  1938-1939 

Cost  per  Pupil 
$84.32 

Valuation  Only  59  Cities 

Population  Valuation  per  Pupil  and  Towns 
21,769  $24,256,005  $6,549  lower  in  Cost 

Rank  No.  36  Rank  No.  48  Rank  No.  176  Rank  No.  292 


5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

75 

85 

95 

105 

115 

125 

135 

145 

155 

165 

175 

185 

195 

205 

215 

225 

235 

245 

255 

265 

275 

285 

295 

305 

315 

325 

335 

345 

351 


351  Towns  and  Cities  in  the  State 
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EDUCATIONAL  PROGRESS 

Diagnostic  Reading  Tests  were  given  as  usual  in  October,  with  directions  to 
teachers  to  use  these  tests  to  remedy  defects  found  in  reading.  Tests  in  arithme- 
tic, language,  grammar  and  spelling  were  given  in  November.  A survey  has  been 
made  of  the  ground  covered  in  language  and  grammar  in  the  elementary  schools 
with  the  idea  of  bringing  the  textbooks  more  up  to  date  and  of  improving  the 
preparation  of  the  pupils  for  High  School.  Much  helpful  material  has  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  teachers.  Many  supplementary  readers  have  been  bought  to 
interest  pupils  who  read  little  outside  of  school.  The  public  library  supplies 
many  rooms  with  books  for  reading  tables.  As  much  time  as  possible  is  given 
to  the  pupil  who  learns  slowly  and  with  difficulty. 

Thanks  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Richardson  School  Fund,  an  Ampro  Sound 
Motion  Picture  Projector  was  added  to  the  school  equipment  for  visual  education 
during  the  year.  The  schools  are  also  having  for  the  thiiteenth  year  the  Yale  Uni- 
versity Press  Chronicles  of  America  Photoplays.  Many  additional  films  are  used 
during  the  year  on  a variety  of  educational  subjects. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  ADDITION 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  the  nine  rooms  and 
shops  in  the  addition  to  the  High  School,  which  had  been  under  construction  since 
August  1,  1938.  Various  incidents  occurred  to  delay  the  completion  of  the  work, 
but  November  2,  1939,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  entire  project  including  build- 
ing, alterations  and  equipment.  The  rooms,  of  course,  had  been  occupied  when 
schools  opened  in  September,  but  there  had  been  delay  on  several  items  of  equip- 
ment. 

The  report  of  the  High  School  principal  gives  in  detail  the  many 
educational  advantages  the  High  School  has  gained  from  the  facilities  afforded 
by  these  additional  rooms.  It  is  a great  relief  to  take  study  pupils  from  the 
assembly  hall  and  the  small,  poorly-lighted  and  poorly-ventilated  recitation  rooms 
and  to  have  ample  seating  and  locker  space  for  all.  Probably  the  greatest  change 
is  in  the  lunch  room  which  is  now  dignified  by  the  title,  cafeteria.  In  equipment 
it  ranks  with  much  larger  schools.  Its  only  lack  is  size. 

For  eight  years  the  High  School  has  been  seriously  overcrowded.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  realize  that  now  pupils  in  the  High  School,  both  those  pre- 
paring for  college  and  those  who  are  not,  have  the  best  opportunity  to  secure  an 
education  suited  to  their  needs  they  have  ever  had. 

SANFORD  STREET  SCHOOL 

The  three-story  middle  building  at  Sanford  Street  School  is  still  being  used 
under  a temporary  permit  from  the  state  building  inspector.  In  addition  to  the 
permanent  repairs  that  will  be  required  by  the  inspector,  if  this  building  is  to  be 
used  permanently,  many  temporary  repairs  have  been  neglected  because  of  the 
uncertainty  that  this  building  would  be  used  again.  The  result  is  that  the  outlay 
on  a building  65  years  old  will  be  considerable. 

The  replacement  of  this  building  is  on  the  approved  list  of  PWA.  If  federal 
money  should  be  available  in  1940-1941,  Attleboro  will  receive  a federal  grant. 
If  PWA  is  dead,  Attleboro  should  take  steps  to  erect  a new  building  without 
government  aid  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Sanford  Street  section  is  the  only  part 
of  the  city  not  served  by  a modem  school  building. 

THE  JEWELRY  TRADES  SCHOOL 

Improvement  in  the  Jewelry  Trades  School  has  been  steady  since  1937,  when 
afternoon  study  was  started  at  the  High  School.  A survey  made  last  year  proved 
conclusively  the  worth  of  the  school.  Evening  classes  have  been  conducted  this 
year  in  connection  with  the  People’s  Institute,  and  have  been  well  attended. 
Full  details  regarding  this  school  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  director,  which 
I urge  you  to  read. 
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JEWELRY  TRADES  SCHOOL 
Financial  Statement 

Appropriation : 

Salaries 14,982 . 00 

Equipment 400 . 00 

Maintenance 1,600.00 

Rent 1,000.00 


$7,982 . 00 

P’xpended : 

Telephone $ 39.36 

Gas 60.29 

Electric  Lights 70.67 

Power 268 . 05 

Supplies 795.11 

Maintenance  and  Replacement 423.88 

Janitors’ Supplies 3.86 

Miscellaneous 19.92 


$1,681.14 

New  Equipment 319.68 

Rent 999.96  • 


$3,000 . 78 

Teachers’  Salaries 4,967 . 00 


$7,967 . 78  7,967 . 78 


Balance $ 14.22 

The  State  will  not  reimburse  for  new  equipment  or  rent. 

New  Equipment $ 319 . 68  Total  cost ....  $7,967 . 78 

Rent 999.96  -1,319.64 


$1,319.64  $6,648.14 

Credit  tuition  received  or  due -1,038.36 


$5,609 . 78 

1-2  X $5,609.78  to  be  received  from  State $2,804.89 

Tuition 1,038.36 


To  be  credited  against  cost $3,843.25 

Total  cost  to  City  to  Dec.  31,  1939 $7,967.78 

Credits 3,843.25 


Net  cost  to  City  to  Dec.  31,  1939 $4,124.53 

RESIGNATIONS 

The  following  resignations  and  retirements  occurred  during  the  year: 

1939  Teacher  School  Reason 

June  8 Elvelyn  Y.  Griffiths  High  To  be  married 

June  16  Jeanette  S.  Smith  Tiffany  To  be  married 

June  17  Etta  E.  Moore  PRgh  To  be  married 

July  3 Helen  B.  Davis  Washington  To  be  married 

August  4 Helen  L.  MacLeod  Richardson  To  be  married 

August  21  Hope  P.  Bosworth  Sanford  Street  To  be  married 

September  22  Ruth  L.  Southwick  P'armers  Plamilton 

October  19  Nellie  L.  Barker  Bliss  To  be  married 
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RETIREMENTS 


1939  Teacher  School 

July  1 Kathrina  8.  Thayer  Finberg 

after  45  years  of  service  in  the  same  school 
July  27  Mrs.  Florence  J,  Pike  Farmers 

after  18  years  service  in  Attleboro 


The  following  janitors  also  retired  during  the  year: 


July  1 
July  1 

September  1 
December  31 


Charles  C.  Rockwood 
Willard  I.  Alger 
Thomas  F.  Dean 
Peter  Gagner 


Bliss 

Bliss 

South  Attleboro 
Finberg 


PENMANSHIP 


Summary  of  Penmanship  Awards 
1938-1939 
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High 

13 

13 

12 

Bank  St 

5 

19 

24 

36 

Bliss 

35 

48 

39 

51 

63 

22 

60 

31 

349 

323 

Briggs  Cor. . . 

16 

17 

8 

14 

15 

11 

2 

83 

81 

Capron 

7 

19 

14 

8 

48 

58 

Carpenter  St. 

22 

23 

45 

37 

Dodgeville  . . 

13 

17 

5 

9 

16 

5 

65 

98 

Farmers 

18 

28 

15 

21 

14 

5 

1 

102 

119 

Finberg 

21 

7 

19 

13 

15 

17 

16 

108 

121 

Lincoln 

1 

11 

12 

15 

18 

3 

33 

37 

130 

180 

Plat 

10 

4 

11 

25 

26 

Pleasant  St. . 

15 

17 

18 

50 

55 

Richardson.  . 

28 

36 

46 

47 

52 

56 

58 

33 

356 

399 

Sanford  St. . . 

22 

28 

24 

64 

26 

51 

72 

24 

311 

372 

So.  Attleboro 

17 

10 

9 

17 

7 

1 

61 

45 

Tiffany 

29 

48 

39 

44 

32 

44 

29 

18 

283 

228 

Washington . 

37 

34 

33 

34 

23 

21 

23 

4 

209 

247 

Totals.  . 

291 

347 

292 

337 

281 

236 

299 

179 

2262 

1938  Totals  . 

353 

272 

320 

261 

321 

309 

321 

280 

2437 

Per  Cent  of  Pupils  in  Each  Grade 
Who  Have  Received  the  Palmer  Award  for  the  Grade 

Pupils  Holding 


June  the  award  for 


Grade 

Enrollment 

the  grade 

Per  Cent 

High,  Commercial 

16 

14 

89% 

VIII 

322 

305 

95% 

VII 

360 

320 

89% 

VI 

369 

340 

92% 

94% 

V 

326 

308 

IV 

315 

301 

96% 

Ill 

334 

316 

95% 

II 

323 

314 

97% 

I 

319 

299 

94% 

2684 

2517 

93.7% 
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Summary  for  Seven  Years 


Number  of 

Per  Cent  of  Pupils 

Year 

Awards 

having  award  for 

1932-1933  

3306 

90% 

1933-1934 

3203 

91% 

1934-1935 

3032 

91% 

1935-1936 

2736 

93% 

1936-1937 

2933 

96% 

1937-1938 

2610 

95% 

1938-1939 

2517 

63.7% 

SCHOOL  SAVINGS  BANK 
Statement  December  31,  1939 


Dr. 

Bal.  or  deposit  Jan.  1,  1939,  including  int.  ($1,465.33) $ 4,046.41 

Deposits  in  First  National  Bank  fiom  Jan.  1,  K39-Dec,  31,  1939.  . . 6,666.65 

Interest  from  November  1938  to  November  1939 59.21 


$ 10,772.27 


Cr. 

Transferred  to  pupils’  individual  accounts,  Jan.  1,  1939  to  Dec.  31, 


1939 $ 6,602.70 

Withdrawn,  1939,  from  interest  to  cover  expenses 37.52 

Balance  on  deposit  Dec.  31,  1939,  including  int.  ($1.487.02) 4,132.05 


$ 10,772.27 

Total  amount  deposited  since  October,  1908 $190,251.78 

Number  of  individual  accounts  opened  at  First  National  Bank  from  October 

1908  to  December  31,  1938 6771 

January  1939  to  December  31,  1939 187 


6958 


Deposits  Since  the  Establishment  of  the  Bank  in  1908 


Year 

1908-1927  (inclusive) 

1928  

1929  

1930  

1931  

1932  

1933  

1934  

1935  

1936  

1937  

1938  

1939  


Deposits 

$116,362.48 

8.752.85 
8,586.30 
7,853.17 

8.026.85 
5,165.36 
3,713.67 

3.941.93 
4,503.35 
5,072.90 
5,950.33 

5.655.94 
6,666.65 


$190,251.78 
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A school  system  today  consists  of  many  varied  endeavors.  The  activities 
of  the  High  School,  the  Vocational  School,  the  Jewelry  Trades  School  and  matters 
pertaining  to  health,  music,  art  and  athletics  are  contained  in  the  reports  of  the 
principals,  directors  and  supervisors  accompanying  this  report.  These  reports 
give  many  details  regarding  important  phases  of  school  work.  I commend  them 
to  your  careful  reading. 

For  several  years  reduced  expenditures  have  prevented  any  expansion  of  the 
school  program.  Economy  has  been  practiced  wherever  possible.  Too  much 
has  been  saved  by  neglecting  the  school  buildings,  and  not  making  needed  repairs 
when  a few  dollars  spent  at  the  right  time  would  have  saved  large  sums  required 
later.  CJiildren  have  been  and  can  be  educated  in  poorly  equipped  buildings, 
but  can  be  given  the  educational  opportunities  they  deserve,  only  in  buildings 
provided  with  the  proper  facilities  and  equipment.  Some  of  our  textbooks  need 
to  be  replaced  by  newer  texts  which  bring  the  subject  matter  up  to  date.  Teachers 
are  doing  their  best  to  keep  the  schools  up  to  a high  standard.  They  are  loyal 
and  self  sacrificing,  and  interestd  in  doing  their  best  to  meet  tlie  individual  needs 
of  their  pupils.  To  them  belongs  the  credit  for  such  progress  as  the  schools  have 
made. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Lewis  A.  P'ales. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Pales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Following  is  my  fourth  annual  report  as  principal  of  Attleboro  hligh  School. 
The  chart  below  shows  the  growth  of  the  high  school  over  a period  of  ten 
years. 

Enrollment  Over  a Period  of  Ten  Years,  1929- 1939 
(As  of  November  Each  Year) 


These  figures  show  a rather  steady  increase  from  a 1929  enrollment  which  was 
only  slightly  greater  than  the  planned  capacity  of  the  building  (600)  to  a 1939 
enrollment  (980)  which  probably  represents  a peak  in  the  school’s  growth.  As- 
suming a continuation  of  present  local  economic  conditions,  it  is  unlikely  that 
the  high  school  enrollment  will  exceed  1000  (except  during  early  registration  in 
September)  for  a good  many  years  to  come. 
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Enrollment  by  Curriculum 
(As  of  June  1,  1939,  for  the  Year  1939-1940) 


College 

Man’l. 

H'd. 

Civic 

Class 

Prep. 

Com’l, 

Arts 

Arts 

Arts 

Total 

Seniors 

69 

25 

22 

15 

42 

173 

Juniors 

61 

68 

2 

18 

97 

246 

Sophomores 

Freshmen 

68 

90 

38 

15 

56 

267 

Bank  Street 

57 

40 

27 

19 

18 

161 

Bliss 

26 

16 

12 

8 

7 

69 

Finberg 

0 

9 

3 

1 

5 

18 

Lincoln 

4 

9 

14 

13 

6 

46 

St.  Joseph's 

2 

5 

4 

1 

1 

13 

Repeaters 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

5 

90 

81 

62 

42 

37 

312 

Totals 

288 

264 

124 

90 

232 

998 

Enrollment  by  Class 
(As  of  November  27,  1939) 

Seniors — 176  members 

Sixty  credits  are  required  for  full  senior  standing.  Pupils  who  do  not  make 
quite  this  number  of  credits  in  three  years  are  required  to  sit  in  junior  home  rooms 
but  are  permitted  to  elect  enough  subjects  to  make  the  total  of  eighty  credits 
required  for  graduation. 

Juniors — 207  members 

Forty  credits  are  required  for  full  junior  standing.  Of  these  two  hundred  and 
seven  juniors,  twenty  are  so-called  “near-seniors,”  the  majority  of  whom  are 
taking  a sufficient  number  of  credits  to  graduate  in  June  provided  they  pass 
everything.  The  largest  class  ever  to  graduate  from  Attleboro  High  School 
numbered  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  in  1935.  The  graduating  class  of  1940 
may  exceed  even  that  number. 

Sophomores — 288  members 

At  least  fifteen  credits  are  required  for  full  class  standing. 

Freshmen — 316  members 

P4’eshmen  are  accepted  upon  recommendation  of  their  eighth  grade  principal. 
P.  G.’s — 3 members 

Of  980  pupils  still  registered,  November  27,  1939,  460  were  boys  and  520  girls. 


Enrollment  by  Subject 
(As  of  June  16,  1939  for  the  Year  1939-1940) 

It  may  be  of  interest,  also,  to  note  the  subjects  which  these  pupils  study. 
A few  subjects  ,of  course,  are  required  for  everyone.  These  are  English  (four 
years).  United  States  history,  and  mathematics.  In  addition,  specific  subjects 
are  a necessary  part  of  course  requirements  in  all  curricula.  A pupil  in  the 
commercial  course,  for  example,  must  pass  bookkeeping  (at  least  one  year;)  a 
pupil  in  the  civic  arts  course  must  pass  elementary  physics;  a college-course 
pupil,  Latin  (at  least  two  years);  and  so  on. 
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English 1045 

French 257 

German 164 

Latin 195 

Algebra 182 

Plane  Geometry 76 

Solid  Geom,  and  Trig 23 

General  Mathematics 57 

Commercial  Athithmetic 89 

Shop  Mathematics 64 

Household  Arithmetic 44 

Ancient  History £0 

World  History 60 

Modern  European  History 96 

U.  S.  History  and  Civics 300 

Problems  of  Democracy 28 

Community  Civics 219 

Economics  and  Law 89 


Elementary  Science 168 

Biology 145 

College  Chemisti-y 47 

College  Physics 16 

Descriptive  Chemistry 56 

Household  Chemistry 21 

Elementary  Physics 127 

Typewriting 267 

Stenography 71 

Bookkeeping 150 

Office  Practice 13 

Junior  Business  Training 96 

Commercial  Geography 154 

Nutrition  and  Clothing 93 

Household  Management 22 

Manual  Training 121 

Mechanical  Drawing 112 

Art 151 

Music 244 


Pupils  Dropping  Out 

Since  Septernber  7,  1939,  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  1939-1940,  42 
pupils  have  left  school.  Exactly  what  happens  to  these  individuals  and  how  they 
adjust  themselves  to  out-of-school  life  is  a question  to  which,  it  must  be  admitted, 
the  school  does  not  have  a complete  answer.  Only  the  following  information  is 


available. 

Transferred  to  other  high  schools 7 

To  Vocational  School 2 

To  Jewelry  Trades  School 2 

Army • 1 

Known  to  be  working 4 

Have  home  permit 3 

No  information 23 


42 

It  is  hoped  that  some  day  facilities  may  be  made  available  to  enable  the  school, 
along  with  other  social  agencies  in  the  city,  to  fulfill  its  responsibility  toward  these 
young  people  who  for  one  reason  or  another  find  it  undesirable  or  impossible  to 
continue  in  school. 

The  New  Addition 

Soon  after  the  September  opening  of  school  in  the  current  year,  when  all  new 
equipment  had  finally  arrived,  the  school  began  to  realize  the  full  benefits  of  the 
new  quarters.  Briefly,  they  may  be  set  down  as  follows: 

1 . Improved  lighting  in  all  rooms.  This  could  be  made  still  more  adequate 
in  the  old  rooms  by  the  refinishing  of  walls  and  ceilings,  a few  each  summer. 

2.  A modern  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  in  all  rooms  of  the  addition. 
Repairs  should  be  made  in  the  humidifying  equipment  of  the  old  building.  Un- 
questionably a good  many  colds  and  pupil  absences  are  chargeable  to  the  dry 
air  being  forced  into  rooms  during  the  fall  and  winter  months. 

3.  A new  study  room  accommodating  ninety  pupils  where  ideal  conditions 
of  seating  and  light  prevail.  The  assembly  hall  as  a study  room  has  been  done 
away  with.  It  is  still  necessary  for  pupils  to  study  in  the  rear  of  classes;  but 
this  number,  which  used  to  average  ten  or  a dozen  per  room  each  period,  is  now 
reduced  to  about  eight. 

4.  Additional  locker  facilities.  The  new  lockers,  conveniently  placed  in 
the  new  corridor  walls,  promote  greater  neatness,  honesty,  and  increased  respect 
for  property  rights. 
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5.  New  and  enlarged  toilet  room  and  shower  equipment. 

6.  New  stairways  making  easier  and  safer  access  to  and  from  the  gymnasium 
floor. 

7.  A modern  cafeteria  with  seating  and  table  accommodations  for  approxi- 
mately 225  pupils. 

8.  Greatly  expanded  quarters  and  additional  new  equipment  for  a broader 
program  of  training  in  woodworking  and  the  mechanic  arts. 

9.  Provision  for  almost  double  the  old  number  of  typewriters.  The  subject 
is  now  elective  for  qualified  pupils  regardless  of  their  course. 

10.  A new  advanced  course  in  office  practice  (for  a selected  group  of  senior 
girls.)  These  students  are  chosen  for  excellence  in  English  as  well  as  in  com- 
mercial subjects.  They  are  given  training  in  the  personal  qualities  required  for 
successful  office  work  ,in  the  use  of  such  machines  as  the  dictaphone,  adding 
machine,  calculator,  hektograph,  mimeograph,  in  filing,  in  advanced  trans- 
scription,  and  in  other  matters  of  office  routine. 

11.  New  quarters  for  the  household  arts  department,  consisting  of  a large 
sewing  and  finishing  room  where  girls  may  also  receive  instruction  in  home 
management,  and  a modern  laboratory  divided  into  five  kitchen  units. 

12.  Two  non-college  science  rooms  where  facilities  of  gas,  water,  and 
electricity  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  teacher  to  supplement  the  work  of  the 
textbook  by  suitable  demonstrations.  These  rooms  make  it  possible  to  free  the 
former  single  science  room  for  the  use  of  college-preparatory  students  only  who 
are  still  required  to  do  intensive  work  in  the  laboratory. 

13.  New  rubber  tile  flooring  in  the  corridors.  This  has  resulted  not  only 
in  the  greatly  improved  appearance  of  the  corridor  but  in  the  almost  complete 
elimination  of  the  noise  which  was  always  a problem  in  the  old  creaking  wood 
floors. 

14.  An  enlarged  library  to  accommodate  upwards  of  forty  pupils. 

The  curriculum  figures  given  earlier  in  this  report  show  that  approximately 
71%  of  students  in  the  high  school  are  enrolled  in  non-college  preparatory  work. 
The  benefits  of  the  new  addition  cited  above,  and  the  more  complete  statement  of 
the  principal’s  report  of  a year  ago  anticipating  these  benefits,  afford  a general 
picture  of  what  the  school  is  now  able  to  offer  this  large  group  who  will  go  directly 
into  work  occupations  after  graduation. 


New  Courses 

Following  intensive  study  by  a committee  of  the  faculty,  two  new  subjects 
were  added  to  the  curriculum  in  the  spring  by  vote  of  the  school  committee. 
These  are  the  office  practice  course  already  referred  to  and  a course  known  as 
Problems  of  Democracy.  The  former  subject,  strictly  vocational  in  character, 
is  limited  to  a small  group  of  advanced  students  in  the  commercial  course.  It  is 
from  this  group  that  the  school  seeks  to  answer  the  needs  of  business  and  pro- 
fessional establishments  in  Attleboro  which  seek  alert  and  well-trained  young 
women  in  office  positions.  The  second  course  is  eventually  to  be  required  of  all 
seniors  except  those  going  to  college.  It  is  an  attempt  to  give  seniors — so  soon 
to  become  voters! — an  appreciation  of  the  problems  of  local  and  national  govern- 
ment which  confront  us  today.  Prominent  among  the  problems  considered  in 
this  course  are  taxation,  relief,  and  unemployment.  Since  1936  the  curriculum 
of  the  high  school  has  been  modernized  by  the  addition  of  new  subject  offerings, 
including  these  latest  two.  The  other  courses  have  been  general  mathematics 
and  junior  business  training,  both  offered  in  the  freshman  year.  The  civic  arts 
curriculum,  organized  in  1937,  remains  the  third  most  popular  curriculum  in  the 
school.  This  development  is  reflected  in  a greater  homogeneity  in  the  more 
specialized  classes  of  the  college  preparatory  and  the  commercial  group,  affording 
opportunity  for  more  intensive  work  and  a better  kind  of  product. 
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Occupations  of  Graduates  of  June,  1939 

Total  number  of  graduates 161 

Working  or  at  home 106 

Institutions  of  higher  education: 

Atlantic  Union  College 1 

Bates 2 

Bentley  School  of  Accounting 1 

Boston  College 1 

Boston  University — Business  Administration 1 

Boston  University — Sargent  School  of  Physical  Education 1 

Bridgewater  Teachers  College 2 

Brown 2 

Bryant 2 

Burdett 2 

Emmanuel 1 

PTamingham  Teachers  College 1 

Junior  Colleges 3 

Katharine  Gibbs 5 

Kenley’s  Civil  Service  School 1 

Nursing  School 9 

Providence  College 3 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design 2 

Skidmore 1 

University  of  Maine 1 

University  of  Missouri 1 

Wheaton 1 

Total 44 

Other  types  of  education: 

Post  graduate  study  at  A.  H.  S 3 

Cole  Trade  School,  Southbridge,  Mass 1 

C.  C.  C.  (Colorado) 1 

Total 5 

Married 1 

Unaccounted  for 5 

Total 161 


Follow-up  of  Graduates 

Aniiually  in  the  fall,  a brief  questionnaire  is  mailed  to  every  graduate  of  the 
previous  June.  The  information  gained  from  the  returns  of  this  questionnaire 
may  serve  a variety  of  valuable  purposes:  (1)  establish  contact  with  graduates 
known  to  be  without  a job  with  some  local  industry  looking  for  help;  (2)  check  on 
the  effectiveness  and  carry-over  of  school  training;  and  (3)  aid  in  keeping  high 
school  instruction  in  step  with  the  demands  of  modern  business,  industry,  and 
higher  education.  Below  is  a sample  of  one  of  the  blanks. 

Dear  A.  H.  S.  alumnus: 

Where  are  you?  what  are  you  doing?  and  how  goes  it?  Answers  to 
these  questions  will  help  your  high  school  to  keep  in  step  with  progress. 

If  changes  in  the  school’s  programs  are  needed  for  better  preparation 
for  your  life  work,  prompt  return  of  the  attached  card  with  blanks  filled 
in  will  be  the  surest  way  to  bring  them  to  pass.  Will  you  help?  LeUs 
make  the  returns  100%  unanimous.  If  you  care  to  write  me  an  addition- 
al personal  letter,  it  will  be  more  than  welcome. 

Best  wishes! 
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Principal 

Name 

(New)  Address 

(Cross  out  “new”  if  there  has  been  no  change) 

Present  Occupation  and  Location 

How  long  after  graduation  before  you  secured  your  present  position!? 

Weekly  Income  (check)  (110-15)  (16-20)  (21-25)  (26-30) 

Married  or  single? 

Advancement  and  special  honors 

What  high  school  subjects  do  you  feel  have  helped  you  most? 

What  would  you  like  to  have  taken? 

What  single  factor  do  you  think  is  chiefly  responsible  for  your  success? 

A few  letters  received  in  response  to  the  principal’s  invitations  to  write  him 
personally  indicate  an  appreciation  of  school  and  teachers  which  is  one  of  the 
real  satisfactions  of  the  teaching  profession. 


The  High  School  Building  and  the  Public 

As  a public  building,  the  high  school  should  of  course  be  available  to  the 
maximum  extent  possible  for  those  worthy  local  organizations  which  for  years 
have  been  accustomed  to  use  this  as  a meeting  place.  The  number  of  calls  for 
the  use  of  the  building,  however,  has  so  increased  that  during  the  past  fall,  as 
never  before,  the  school  has  been  faced  with  the  difficult  problem  of  adjusting  its 
program  to  the  calendar  of  outside  organizations.  The  school’s  calendar  of 
athletic,  social,  dramatic,  and  musical  events  must  necessarily  be  drawn  up  during 
the  school  year,  while  other  organizations  may  plan  in  advance  from  year  to 
year.  In  the  future,  greater  restriction  upon  the  use  of  the  building  by  outside 
organizations  may  be  advisable  if  the  educational  program  of  the  school  is  not  to 
suffer.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  plans  are  considered  by  the  city  for  a modern 
building  to  replace  the  old  Bank  Street  and  Sanford  Street  properties,  serious 
attention  will  be  paid  the  need  of  another  auditorium  as  well  as  another  gym- 
nasium. 


Student  Activities 

The  school’s  program  of  so-called  extra-curricular  activities  is  continuing  as 
an  active  expression  of  its  belief  that  in  these  activities  there  is  great  possibility 
of  training  of  the  kind  not  so  readily  obtainable  in  the  classroom.  A revived 
Drivers’  Club  for  those  students  soon  to  apply  for  their  drivers’  liense  is  repeating 
its  effective  program  of  two  years  ago.  The  Hi-Y  and  Tri-Y  Clubs,  both  com- 
posed of  junior  and  senior  students,  have  a worthwhile  purpose  in  the  support 
of  school  enterprises  such  as  field  hockey  and  the  school  handbook.  A new 
Printing  Club  has  already  won  praise  for  its  good  work  in  assisting  with  the 
advertising  of  a number  of  school  events  of  the  past  fall.  This  club  is  composed 
of  a small  group  of  enthusiastic  boys  who  by  their  own  efforts  have  raised  sufficient 
funds  to  purchase  a small  press  and  a modest  supply  of  type.  This  activity  may 
well  be  the  forerunner  of  a new  subject,  some  day  to  be  accepted  into  the  cur- 
riculum, to  supplement  the  training  of  both  the  English  and  the  manual  arts 
departments. 

Beginning  in  September,  the  homeroom  period  has  become  an  increasingly 
important  part  of  the  extra-curricular  program,  particularly  in  matters  of  pupil 
guidance.  A variety  of  original  programs  have  been  sponsored  among  the 
twenty-seven  homerooms,  perhaps  the  most  successful  taking  the  nature  of 
Christmas  parties  before  the  December  vacation.  Several  rooms  prepared  large 
boxes  with  Christmas  dinners  and  toys  for  needy  families  of  the  community. 

The  Student  Council,  composed  of  class  officers,  the  editor  of  the  school 
magazine,  and  representatives  from  all  home  rooms,  is  an  active  force  in  the  life 
of  the  student  body.  It  conducts  and  supervises  the  various  class  elections, 
supports  athletics  and  other  student  activities  and  cooperates  with  the  faculty 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


107 


for  the  smooth  running  of  the  entire  school.  Following  visits  to  other  schools,  a 
special  committee  of  the  Council,  through  assemblies  and  announcements  to  the 
student  body,  has  had  an  effective  share  in  the  management  and  operation  of  the 
new  cafeteria.  A rally  prior  to  the  Thanksgiving  Day  game  which  was  organized 
and  conducted  entirely  under  the  auspices  of  the  Student  Council,  was  pro- 
nounced the  best  in  the  history  of  the  school.  A committee  of  girls  has  for  the 
past  three  years  accepted  responsibility  for  conditions  in  the  girls’  room.  Similar- 
ly, in  all  aspects  of  student  life,  the  policy  of  the  school  has  been  to  place  the 
responsibility  for  successful  student  affairs  upon  the  pupils  themselves.  The 
school,  conceived  distinctly  as  a cooperative  enterprise  and  as  a trial  ground  for 
future  citizens,  is  managed  jointly  by  the  administration,  the  faculty,  and  the 
student  body.  To  quote  from  a recent  educational  article  on  this  subject,  “The 
dictator  spirit  is  conspicuously  absent.”  A few  years  from  now  we  can  scarcely 
criticise  these  young  people  for  failure  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  community,  and  for  failure  to  assume  individual  responsibility  for  good 
citizenship  and  good  government,  if  we  have  not  provided  previous  opportunity 
for  learning  the  meaning  of  responsibility  during  their  high  school  days. 

An  improved  Blue  Owl  made  its  appearance  before  the  dismissal  of  classes 
for  the  Christmas  vacation.  Not  only  was  this  first  issue  earlier  than  in  former 
years;  it  also  set  a higher  standard  of  literary  and  journalistic  achievement  for 
succeeding  staffs  to  emulate.  Returning  to  a policy  of  years  ago,  staff  members 
are  once  again  chosen  by  competition,  the  Fnglish  faculty  assisting  in  the  final 
selection  of  the  students  who  will  be  responsible  for  the  quality  of  the  publication. 
For  the  financial  success  of  the  Blue  Owl  the  school  is  indebted  to  the  generosity 
of  business  men  of  the  city  whose  advertising  in  the  magazine  and  the  yearbook 
constitutes  its  chief  basis  of  support. 

Athletics 

The  past  year  marks  the  beginning  of  a more  adequate  program  of  physical 
education  in  the  high  school,  made  possible  by  the  selection  of  four  new  teachers 
qualified  for  work  in  athletics.  Approximately  seventy-five  boys  have  partici- 
pated in  organized  football  during  the  past  fall,  there  being  three  distinct  teams 
each  with  a schedule  of  interscholastic  competition.  On  November  15,  a fresh- 
man-sophomore football  contest  contributed  greatly  to  the  development  of 
interest  in  the  sport  and  stimulated  class  spirit  to  an  amazing  degree.  This 
game  is  to  be  continued  as  an  annual  contest  between  the  two  lower  classes.  It 
is  an  example  of  the  spirit  of  athletics  at  its  best. 

The  improved  shower  and  dressing  room  facilities  now  make  it  possible  for 
the  football  squad  to  dress  in  the  building. 

About  forty  girls  are  taking  part  in  basketball  under  the  supervision  of  two 
new  teacher-coaches.  From  this  larger  number  a smaller  group  is  selected 
through  inter-mural  games  to  represent  the  school  in  interscholastic  competition. 

Field  hockey,  a new  sport  for  girls,  has  been  promoted  by  the  Student 
Council  and  financed  partly  by  the  girls  of  the  school.  Appreciation  is  due  the 
General  Plate  Company  for  the  use  of  a corner  of  its  field  for  afternoon  practice. 
With  the  coming  of  spring  there  may  be  arranged  a few  games  with  other  schools. 
This  is  a fine  sport  for  healthful  out-of-door  exercise  which  has  been  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  a number  of  girls  not  out  for  basketball. 

With  all  the  sports  of  the  school — football,  basketball,  hockey,  baseball, 
track  for  the  boys,  and  basketball  and  field  hockey  for  the  girls — we  are  still 
providing  physical  education  for  fewer  than  25%  of  all  boys  and  girls.  However 
fine  may  be  a school’s  general  equipment  and  program,  it  is  still  not  a modern 
high  school  wherever  such  a condition  exists. 


Music 

The  music  department  of  any  school  yields  returns  which  are  tangible  and 
definite  not  alone  to  the  participants  themselves  but  to  the  community  at  large. 
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Over  two  hundred  pupils  are  taking  advantage  of  the  school’s  program  in  glee 
club,  orchestra,  band,  and  music  theory.  As  an  aid  to  this  department  there 
should  be  a combined  radio-recording  machine  available  with  a supply  of  re- 
cords. These  instruments  are  now  on  the  market  at  a very  reasonable  figure. 


Reading 

The  testing  program  in  reading  begun  two  years  ago  is  being  continued  with 
special  texts  and  remedial  exercises  provided  for  a small  group  of  underclass 
pupils  with  deficiencies  in  this  important  tool  of  learning.  The  earlier  years  of 
the  lower  grades  will,  of  course,  bring  greatest  rewards  in  this  work. 


The  Youth  Problem 

The  greatest  challenge  facing  the  high  school  today  is  the  question:  WHAT 
BECOMES  OF  ITS  GRADUATES  AND  SCHOOL-LEAVING  UNDER- 
GRADUATES? The  time  is  past  and  gone  when  the  high  school  can  be  thought 
of  as  something  apart  from  life  outside — something  isolated  ,functioning  in  itself 
without  reference  to  the  success  of  and  the  demand  for  its  product — young  people. 
What  is  the  present  lot  of  the  23  boys  and  girls  who  have  left  school  in  the  four 
months  since  September,  1939,  and  for  whom  no  information  is  available?  For 
what  has  the  school  prepared  them?  Again,  what  are  the  problems  of  our  grad- 
uates of  June,  1939?  How  might  the  high  school  have  assisted  them  to  a more 
ready  adjustment  to  the  work-a-day  world?  Why  have  so  many  found  difficulty 
in  locating  a job  and  keeping  it?  The  New  England  Council,  composed  of  hard- 
headed  business  leaders  who  appreciate  the  seriousness  of  this  problem  to  New 
England’s  future,  has  made  a definite  recommendation  for  joint  action  by  school 
and  business  in  every  community.  The  Youth  Commission  in  Massachusetts, 
authorized  by  the  last  Legislature,  is  an  evidence  of  concern  in  our  own  state 
about  the  same  problem.  The  findings  of  the  Commission,  which  will  be  re- 
ported to  the  Legislature  in  October,  1940,  will  focus  the  attention  of  the  entire 
state  upon  its  young  people  between  the  ages  of  15  and  24.  Attleboro  will  prove 
no  exception  to  the  prevailing  trend.  The  local  high  school,  in  cooperation  with 
local  enlightened  business  men,  must  be  ready  to  make  a joint  attack  upon  the 
problem.  There  may  have  to  be  a study  of  the  requirements  of  industry,  a 
further  adjustment  of  traditional  and  academic  courses  to  meet  actual  needs, 
an  organization  for  discovering  job  opportunities  in  the  city;  and  there  will 
certainly  need  to  be  an  increasing  readiness  among  school  people  and  business 
leaders  to  understand  and  work  together  on  their  mutual  problems.  There  is  no 
other  safe  way  in  a democracy. 


Acknowledgment 

Whatever  progress  has  been  made  in  the  past  year  toward  a better  education 
of  the  young  people  of  Attleboro  in  the  high  school,  acknowledgment  is  due  to 
the  understanding  and  support  of  parents  and  teachers,  to  a fine  student  body, 
and  to  professionally  minded  school  officials. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Phihp  L.  Garland. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  CONTINUATION  AND 
VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  Vocational  and  Continuation 
schools. 

The  enrollment  last  year  in  these  schools  at  the  end  of  November  was  99, 

52  boys  and  47  girls.  At  the  end  of  November  this  year  the  enrollment  was  99, 

53  boys  and  46  girls.  The  per  cent  of  attendance  for  the  year  ending  December 
1 , 1938  was  80.34,  while  that  for  this  year  was  80.20,  showing  a slight  decrease  for 
the  year.  The  attendance  for  the  last  three  months  has  averaged  85.22%. 
The  habit  of  irregular  attendance  has  not  been  acquired  since  enrollment  at  the 
Vocational  School.  In  looking  over  the  pupils'  records  for  the  past  three  years  1 
find  for  the  most  part  that  their  attendance  at  school  has  not  been  good.  A 
renewed  effort  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  should  be  made  in  order  that  the 
attendance  be  raised  to  a good  standard. 

The  Vocational  School,  like  any  established  business  which  has  been  function- 
ing successfully  for  several  years,  has  nothing  spectacular  to  report.  Rather  there 
is  evidence  of  a steady,  healthy  growth,  and  a continuing  development  of  this 
important  part  of  our  educational  set-up. 

While  there  are  specific  standards  for  all  vocational  schools  in  the  state, 
the  type  of  school  varies  in  each  community.  Here  in  Attleboro  we  have  no 
elaborate  facilities  for  many  kinds  of  instruction  which  would  be  very  beneficial 
to  our  students.  However,  we  believe  that  our  work,  though  necessarily  limited 
in  its  scope  and  aim,  has  been  most  fruitful. 

A great  deal  of  time  is  given  to  the  curriculum  in  the  girls’  department.  No 
topic  is  included  in  the  program  of  study  unless  it  has  a vital,  definite  and  im- 
portant relation  to  home-making  or  to  the  personal  life  of  a young  woman. 
Every  year  the  subject  matter  is  revised  to  include  any  advance  data  in  keeping 
with  modern  progress.  A girl  spends  half  of  her  time  in  doing  things,  cooking  and 
sewing,  but  before  doing  the  work,  she  has  specific  and  accurate  instructions  just 
how  those  things  are  to  be  done.  The  advantage  of  this  balance  of  manual  and 
mental  activity  in  the  vocational  school  is  obvious.  We  are  still  continuing  the 
home  visits  which  maintain  that  important  close  relationship  between  the  home 
and  the  school.  They  create  a cordial  understanding  which  is  mutually  beneficial. 

One  of  the  things  that  makes  us  feel  that  we  are  making  some  progress  is  the 
fact  that  we  were  asked  to  exhibit  our  work  last  summer  at  the  State  conference 
and  one  teacher  was  invited  to  demonstrate  her  work  before  the  teachers. 

There  is  still  a large  number  of  girls,  who,  because  of  home  permits,  attend 
school  but  one  day  a week.  This  group  constitutes  our  continuation  class.  Of 
course  these  students  do  not  receive  the  complete  training  that  we  would  like 
them  to  have.  If  more  parents  realized  the  value  of  work  offered  them,  at  the 
school,  there  would  be  less  demand  for  home  permits.  These  same  girls,  who, 
the  parents  claim  are  absolutely  needed  to  help  in  the  home,  are  the  first  to  leave 
home  duties  and  accept  outside  employment  when  the  opportunity  presents  itself. 
We  recommend  a limiting,  if  possible,  of  the  number  of  home  permits  issued  and 
the  shortening  of  the  period  for  which  any  certificate  is  issued. 

Two  years  ago  it  was  decided  to  send  a group  of  shop  boys  to  the  Jewelry 
Trades  School  for  the  manual  part  of  their  training.  We  selected  the  more 
advanced  boys,  those  who  would  benefit  most  from  a jewelry  trade  course. 
This  took  away  from  our  shop  those  who  were  capable  of  successfully  running 
the  metal  and  wood  turning  lathes.  As  a result  we  are  unable  to  produce  so  high 
a grade  of  work  at  the  school  with  a group  having  much  less  ability.  It  seems 
expedient,  however,  for  these  pupils  to  acquire  a certain  amoimt  of  manipulative 
ability  in  general  non-technical  fields  before  reaching  that  age  when  the  law 
allows  them  to  seek  employment  in  the  ^rommunity.  After  stayifig  two  years 
with  us  some  boys  of  the  above  type  have  obtained  employnient  and  are  doing  a 
creditable  piece  of  work. 
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We  are  continuing  the  building  of  bicycle  racks  this  year.  The  construction 
of  them  gives  the  pupils  the  required  training  in  measuring,  sawing,  drilling  and 
following  a plain  drawing.  One  interesting  project  is  the  construction  of  a three- 
legged  kitchen  stool,  made  mostly  from  waste  materials.  This  gives  experience  in 
both  wood  and  metal  work.  The  boys  are  still  doing  many  little  repair  jobs 
about  the  building.  They  have  made  several  tables  and  bookcases  for  our  own 
and  other  schools.  Many  repair  jobs  come  in  from  the  homes.  An  extra  amount 
of  materials  has  to  be  supplied,  because  much  is  destroyed  in  learning  how  to  do 
the  work.  Equipment  suffers  when  placed  in  the  hands  of  young  and  untrained 
workers. 

There  seems  to  be  a service  that  the  school  can  render  to  those  who  have 
become  16  and  left  the  school.  This  year  some  of  the  members  of  last  year’s 
class,  who  are  now  classified  as  withdrawals,  returned  to  the  school  for  help, 
advice,  and  in  some  cases  for  further  training.  We  could  not  accommodate  all 
who  wished  to  return  because  some  of  the  classes  were  filled  to  capacity.  Taking 
the  situation  into  consideration  we  firmly  believe  that  some  help  could  be  rendered 
to  these  boys  and  girls  by  maintaining  a complete  registration  of  the  withdrawals 
and  a periodical  followup  of  all  withdrawals.  In  this  way  we  can  find  out  what  the 
boys  and  girls  are  doing  after  leaving  school.  This  is  the  period  during  which 
many  of  them  need  help  and  we  feel  that  by  keeping  this  registration  of  with- 
drawals and  by  doing  the  supplementary  followup  work,  that  the  school  can  be  of 
some  further  aid  to  those  who  have  become  16.  When  the  report  of  last  year’s 
class  is  completed,  it  will  be  studied  by  this  year’s  class  so  that  its  members  may 
see  what  they  can  expect  to  find  in  the  workaday  world.  The  report  will  show 
what  kind  of  employment  is  available  and  the  opportunity  it  offers.  This 
survey  we  intend  to  carry  out  in  a spirit  which  will  show  to  these  former  students 
that  the  school  is  still  interested  in  them  and  also  give  them  a sense  of  being 
valued. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Milton  P.  Dutton. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  JEWELRY  TRADES  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Attleboro  Jewelry  Trades  School  for  the 
year  1939. 

Due  to  the  decrease  in  our  appropriation  we  have  not  been  able  to  add  much 
new  equipment  this  year  but  we  have  made  the  following  improvements : 

For  a long  time  we  desired  to  build  a tool  crib  in  which  to  keep  all  small 
tools,  attachments  and  supplies  for  the  toolmaking  classes.  The  only  space 
where  this  could  possibly  be  built  was  the  space  being  used  to  hang  the  coats  and 
hats,  and  this  could  not  be  used  for  a tool  crib  until  a new  place  was  found  for 
them.  We  finally  solved  this  problem  by  making  three  racks  from  pipe  and 
suspended  them  from  the  ceiling  by  means  of  rope  and  pulleys.  We  put  twenty 
wire  coat  hangers  on  each  rack  and  suspended  a snap  clothespin  from  each  hanger 
for  the  hats.  We  placed  one  of  these  racks  in  the  aisle  of  each  department.  As 
soon  as  the  pupils  have  hung  up  their  coats  and  hats  these  racks  are  hoisted  to  the 
ceiling  and  fastened,  by  means  of  cleats,  out  of  the  way.  This  arrangement 
made  available  the  space  formerly  used  by  the  coats  and  hats  and  we  immediately 
proceeded  to  build  our  long  wanted  tool  crib. 

The  changes  brought  about  by  building  the  crib  suggested  other  changes  and 
when  we  had  finally  finished  we  found  we  had  realligned  our  sinks  and  plating 
tanks,  rewired  our  plating  outfit,  put  a motor  drive  on  our  dynamo,  got  rid  of  our 
large  polishing  head  and  blower,  built  a steel  rack  on  which  to  store  our  stock  of 
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steel,  built  a large  cabinet  in  which  to  keep  tools  for  the  bench  classes,  built  a new 
bench  for  our  noiotor  driven  filing  machines,  bought  and  installed  a Delta  motor 
driven  bench  grinder  for  our  tool  crib,  installed  a steel  desk  for  the  tool  instructor, 
put  in  two  cheap  electric  clocks,  installed  a gas  tempering  pot  for  heat  treating 
steel,  put  Thermo  breaker  switches  on  all  fractional  horse  power  motors,  put  in  a 
water  cooler,  purchased  a new  oak  desk  and  two  chairs  for  my  office,  also 
three  small  steel  filing  cabinets  in  which  to  keep  various  records,  and  made  and 
installed,  over  the  die  cutters’  bench,  four  long  lights  using  22-20W  fluorescent 
daylight  tubes  which  furnish  a beautiful  light  at  a saving  in  current  consumption. 

Early  in  the  year,  Mr.  Robert  O.  Small,  director  of  Vocational  Education  in 
Massachusetts,  had  one  of  his  staff  make  a survey  of  placement  of  the 
Attleboro  Jewelry  Trades  School.  The  results  of  this  survey  were  made  in  a report 
to  the  School  Committee  and  to  members  of  the  advisory  committee  in  April. 
A copy  of  this  report  was  delivered  to  all  the  teachers  attending  the  conference 
at  Fitchburg  in  June.  As  a matter  of  record  I am  including  a copy  of  this  report 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Walter  F.  Downey,  Commissioner 

DIVISION  OF  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 
Robert  O.  Small,  Director 

M.  Norcross  Stratton,  Assistant  Director 

SURVEY  OF  PLACEMENT 

Attleboro  Jewelry  Trade  School 
Attleboro,  Massachusetts 

Boston,  Massachusetts 
June  1939 

ATTLEBORO  JEWELRY  TRADE  SCHOOL 

Sixty-five  cases  (boys  out  three  months  or  more)  were  selected  for  study  from 
list  of  pupils  withdrawn  from  the  Attleboro  Jewelry  Trade  School  and  entered 
upon  employment  in  jewelry  or  allied  manufacturing  plants.  Length  of  school 
training,  placement  by  the  school,  and  character  of  employment  were  factors 
operative  in  the  selection. 
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Selected  Comments  by  Pupils : 

The  school  taught  me  the  value  of  a trade  and  got  me  started. 

As  a cripple  and  without  experience,  difficult  for  me  to  get  work.  The 
School  trained  me  and  placed  me  in  a position  that  brings  in  a good  week’s  pay. 

Because  of  the  school  training,  I can  handle  more  jobs  in  tool  making  than  a 
boy  without  the  training. 

I am  married,  with  a family.  While  out  of  work,  went  to  trade  school, 
learned  to  run  lathe  and  secured  work. 

I would  suggest  that  the  school  take  special  care  to  teach  sharpening  of 
tools  in  the  tool-making  division. 

Haven’t  been  out  of  work  since  I left  the  school. 

The  school  teaches  a fellow  what  a shop  is  like. 

I was  a textile  worker — no  work — went  to  trade  school.  Last  year  earned 
95c  an  hour  on  piece  work. 

*10  of  the  65  studied  were  from  towns  other  than  Attleboro.  On  the  average 
they  measure  up  well  with  the  Attleboro  boys. 

Selected  Comments  by  Parents 

My  two  boys  have  been  helped.  The  school  is  fine. 

The  school  gave  my  boy  his  chance  for  a job.  After  graduating  from  high 
school,  he  could  not  secure  work  because  of  not  having  experience.  The  trade 
school  trained  and  placed  him. 

I shall  send  my  other  son  to  the  trade  school. 

School  recommendation  helped  him  to  get  work  at  the  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard  as  a machinist. 

Processes  learned  at  school  apply  on  the  job. 

School  has  done  well  by  the  boy. 

Showed  him  that  he  would  like  shop  work. 

Thirty  (30)  employers  have  been  interviewed  in  connection  with  this  study. 


SUMMARY  OF  EMPLOYER  STUDY 

In  Attleboro 

Outside  of 
Attleboro 

Employer 

Comment 

Use  School 
Placement  Service 

23 

7 

Favorable ... 
Unfavorable. 

. .26 
. . 4 

Yes 16 

No 14 

Selected  Comments  by  Specific  Employers: 

Can  rely  on  recommendations  of  the  school  as  to  the  abilities  of  those  recom- 
mended for  employment. 

The  chance  to  develop  mechanical  skill  and  knacks,  as  provided  by  the 
school,  is  a good  thing  for  the  young  worker. 

Employers  may  easily  expect  too  much  of  the  school. 

Can  assign  a variety  of  work  to  the  young  worker  from  the  trade  school  faster 
than  to  untrained  workers. 

Boys  employed  on  recommendation  of  the  school  advance  at  least  twice  as 
rapidly  as  do  boys  without  such  training. 

Used  this  boy  as  a handyman  and  regarded  him  as  a “cracker-jack.” 

Boys  from  the  school  have  proved  satisfactory  employees.  Their  training 
shows  in  their  grasp  of  the  ground  work.  Are  much  better  than  boys  without 
training  or  experien^*e. 

Show  their  training  in  greater  versatility. 

Find  them  well  prepared  in  the  processes,  but  lacking  a sense  of  the  value  of 
time  on  the  job. 

Earnings  on  piece  rates  by  this  boy  above  average  after  the  first  week  of 
employment.  The  school  can  justly  claim  credit. 

Hired  boy  on  recommendation  of  the  school  at  advanced  rate;  satisfied  with 
results. 

School  can  train  for  greater  versatility  than  can  the  shop. 

School  training  cuts  the  time  of  training  on  the  job. 
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Considers  basic  familiarity  with  the  tools  and  machines  an  advantage  to  the 
young  worker  who  has  been  trained  at  the  school. 

The  school  seems  to  help  them  to  know  at  least  what  it  is  all  about. 

There  is  a value  in  the  shop  atmosphere  and  real  work  at  the  school. 

The  instructors  rated  as  competent  men  in  the  shops. 

The  trained  workman  of  the  future  is  to  be  in  an  enviable  economic  position. 


Selected  Comments  of  Specific  Criticisms  by  Employers: 

A program  featuring  work  and  school  would  be  more  ideal  (cooperative). 

More  training  in  applied  sciences  and  drawing  desirable. 

Doubts  that  the  school  has  well-balanced  program. 

More  definite  educational  goals  and  procedures  desirable. 

The  school  should  keep  to  groufld  work. 

Try  to  develop  greater  sense  of  time  value  and  other  production  factors. 

Employers  and  school  should  have  better  contacts. 

If  expansion  possible,  teach  engraving. 

School  should  not  compete  with  manufacturers  for  work. 

School  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  preparing  young  workers  for  production 
speed. 

Keep  the  boys  for  longer  periods  of  training. 

General  Observations  by  the  One  who  made  the  Study: 

By  far  the  larger  number  of  cases  of  dismissal  from  work  of  former  trade 
school  boys  has  been  due  to  slack  periods  of  business.  Most  of  those  dismissed 
have  secured  new  work  relatively  soon. 

“Training  period”  on  the  job  from  one  to  five  years,  at  a minimum  cost  of 
32  1-2  cents  per  hour.  The  school  cost  per  pupil  hour  of  training  less  than  half 
that  amount. 

A schedule  of  wages  based  on  length  of  employment  is  much  in  evidence. 
The  school  has  succeeded  in  securing  a recognition  of  the  school  training  by 
placing  boys  in  employment  at  an  advanced  wage  in  a number  of  cases. 

There  is  some  evidence  that  a trade  extension  service  would  be  of  value  to 
mature  workers. 

Many  instances  of  employment  through  a relative  or  friend  are  in  evidence. 

There  is  a feeling  on  the  part  of  most  employers,  interviewed  that  no  source 
of  trained  engravers  exists  to  meet  a current  demand,  and  that  the  school  could 
give  the  problem  some  consideration. 

The  time  the  boys  remain  in  training  at  the  school  is  relatively  short.  The 
lure  of  the  job  is  great.  A trade  extension  plan  might  help  these  boys  secure 
a more  nearly  complete  training. 

Many  employers  know  little  of  the  school.  Some  method  of  direct  contact 
should  be  worked  out  by  the  school. 

Most  of  the  working  boys  have  it  in  mind  to  keep  the  school  informed  of 
their  progress  in  employment. 

These  jewelry  firms  in  general  maintain  a semblance  of  apprenticeship 
training.  Approcimately  5,000  persons  are  employed  in  jewelry  manufacturing 
or  its  subsidiaries  in  Attleboro.  No  single  instance  of  any  formally  organized 
apprenticeship  agreement  or  plan  was  found,  though  boys  are  hired  into  the 
industry  and  rated  as  apprentices.  The  foremen  recognize  the  “training” 
element  and  do  provide  as  far  as  possible  a graded  variety  of  work  for  each 
“apprentice.” 

The  minimum  pay  in  this  industry  is  32  1-2  cents  an  hour.  A worker 
without  previous  experience  or  training  will  be  paid  at  this  rate,  and,  according 
to  the  statements  of  a majority  of  the  employers  interviewed,  will  make  no  pro- 
ductive return  in  less  than  a year’s  time.  In  one  of  the  larger  firms,  the  super- 
intendent said  that  the  actual  cost  of  training  on  the  job  was  at  least  double  the 
hourly  32  1-2  cent  rate,  and  that  from  one  to  five  years  is  required  for  the 
training  period. 
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That  the  training  at  the  school  is  effective,  is  illustrated  in  the  case  of  Joseph 
Cerreto  who,  in  his  second  week  of  employment,  earned  $42.50  on  a piece-work 
basis. 

One  case  was  cited  by  an  employer  in  which  the  training  cost  to  him  for  one 
specific  job  was  in  excess  of  $800.00. 

In  contrast  with  these  figures,  the  last  annually  recorded  expenditure  per 
pupil  hour  for  training  at  the  Attleboro  Jewelry  Trade  School  is  13  cents  per  hour. 
There  is  a per  capita  expenditure  of  $175.45  for  the  average  period  of  time  (9 
months)  in  which  those  young  workers  have  received  training  at  the  Attleboro 
Jewelry  Trade  School. 

We  again  had  a display  of  our  work  at  the  State  Teachers  College  at  Fitch- 
burg during  the  week  of  the  teachers’  conference  in  June,  and  put  the  same  dis- 
play in  the  Attleboro  Gas  Light  Cofiipany^s  window  in  September.  Both  these 
displays  brought  us  many  favorable  comments. 

Because  of  the  increased  room  at  the  High  School,  and  through  the  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Garland,  we  are  able  to  start  our  afternoon  classes,  in  related  and 
academic  work,  at  one  o’clock  instead  of  two  o’clock,  as  we  did  in  the  past. 
This  gives  us  three  full  periods  of  fifty-five  minutes  each,  instead  of  one  half-hour, 
and  two  forty-five  minute  periods.  This  gives  the  teachers  a better  chance  to 
cover  their  subjects.  Also  the  fact  that  classes  are  being  held  while  the  High 
School  is  in  session  gives  the  program  an  added  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the 
pupils  themselves. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Peoples  Institute,  the  School  Committee  and  Mr. 
Small,  night  classes  were  inaugurated  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  employed 
but  who  wish  to  improve  themselves.  Each  class  meets  two  nights  a week  from 
seven  to  nine  for  a period  of  twenty  weeks. 

There  are  two  classes  in  toolmaking  for  men,  one  in  soldering  for  men,  one  in 
soldering  for  women,  one  in  die  cutting  for  men  and  one  in  designing  and  model- 
ling for  both  men  and  women.  The  enrollment  for  the  night  classes  is  102  with 
a waiting  list  of  from  twenty  to  thirty.  Our  regular  instructors  are  teaching  the 
night  classes  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Allison  Macomber  of  Taunton,  who  is 
teaching  design  and  modelling. 

The  attendance  to  date  has  been  good.  Many  additional  people  have  re- 
quested information  as  to  how  and  when  they  can  enroll  and  have  expressed  their 
intention  of  enrolling  next  year. 

There  are  forty-nine  boys  enrolled  in  the  day  classes  at  present  and  thirty 
boys  have  gone  to  work  from  the  school  during  the  year. 

Many  interesting  projects  have  been  completed  during  the  year.  At  present 
we  are  working  on  dies  for  a pocket  piece  to  be  given  away  at  the  Silver  Jubilee  at 
Attleboro’s  City  Government  banquet  to  be  held  January  2,  1940. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  plans  should  be  made  to  en- 
large the  trade  school  and  make  of  it  something  of  which  a city  the  size  of  Attle- 
boro can  be  justly  proud.  The  maximum  number  of  students  that  we  can  ac- 
commodate in  our  present  quarters  is  fifty.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  must 
be  at  least  five  hundred  students  (both  boys  and  girls)  who  could  and  would  be 
benefitted  by  a well  equipped  and  well  run  trade  school. 

At  present  we  are  only  teaching  three  trades.  There  are  many  more  that 
could  be  taught  with  profit  to  all,  as  well  as  many  operative  jobs  for  those  who 
are  not  capable  or  who  do  not  desire  a trade. 

I hope  some  progress  will  be  made  in  this  direction  during  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  H.  Straker. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  Grade 

The  musical  experience  of  the  pupils  in  our  schools  begins  with  simple  song 
singing  and  ear  training.  Patriotic  songS  of  America,  folk  songs  of  all  nations 
and  songs  of  the  best  masters  of  music  are  in  our  music  program  for  the  grades. 
Our  pupils  receive  a grounding  in  music  fundamentals,  time  problems  and  tune 
difficulties  that  can  be  carried  over  to  any  phase  of  music  study.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  interest  grade  pupils  in  musical  instruments  that  will  better  prepare 
them  for  the  band  and  orchestra  in  the  Eigh  School.  Grade  school  orchestras 
are  now  in  Bliss,  Richardson  and  Finberg  schools.  An  additional  musical  interest 
has  been  c;-eated  by  the  harmonica  bands  that  have  been  started  in  the  Richard- 
son and  Bliss  schools.  A teacher  of  the  harmonica  has  been  sent  from  the  Federal 
WPA  and  is  giving  expert  instruction  to  this  band. 

High  School 

Music  Theory 

One  of  the  most  interesting  musical  activities  in  our  High  School  is  the 
theory  and  harmony  class.  This  class  is  for  the  musical  pupils  of  the  school, 
members  of  the  band,  orchestra.  Home  Music  Class  and  Glee  Club.  Some 
knowledge  of  music  is  necessary  for  admission  to  this  class.  Our  studies  are 
based  on  the  harmony  book  in  use  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music 
and  consists  of  scales,  intervals,  triads,  principal  and  seventh  chords  and  their 
inversions.  This  class  meets  once  a week,  and  the  work  of  the  pupils  is  corrected 
and  credit  is  given. 

Home  Music  Class 

Credit  for  piano  and  voice  lessons  taken  outside  of  school  has  proved  an 
encouragement  to  pupils  to  continue  their  lessons  while  they  are  in  High  School. 
Monthly  reports  are  checked  and  annual  playing  tests  given. 

Freshman  Singing  Class 

There  are  130  Freshmen  in  the  singing  class.  The  study  of  part  singing  which 
was  started  in  the  grades  is  continued.  This  class  is  proving  most  enjoyable.  We 
sing  all  types  of  music  and  aim  to  get  all  the  joy  and  pleasure  that  the  practice 
of  singing  can  give. 

Orchestra 

The  High  School  Orchestra  has  shown  quite  an  improvement  this  year.  The 
violin  section  is  much  better  than  last  year  and  we  have  added  two  cellos,  one 
banjo  and  an  accordion  to  the  instrumentation.  This  year  we  played  the 
incidental  music  for  the  inauguration  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council.  The 
orchestra  plays  at  all  weekly  assemblies  and  supplies  music  for  the  school  play 
and  for  graduation  exercises.  There  are  thirty  members  in  the  orchestra  and 
we  meet  for  rehearsal  once  a week. 

Band  • 

The  band  concert  given  in  the  High  School  this  year  showed  a marked 
improvement  over  that  of  last  year  and  much  credit  should  be  given  to  Mr. 
Zambarano  for  his  work  with  the  band.  He  is  at  the  school  one  day  each  week 
and  is  able  to  teach  the  various  instruments  of  the  band  during  school  hours  and 
also  direct  the  band  in  rehearsal.  The  splendid  appearance  of  the  band  in 
uniform  on  parade  and  at  the  football  games  has  won  the  enthusiastic  acclaim 
of  the  entire  city.  To  Mr.  Freeman  Hall  goes  the  credit  for  the  improvement 
and  general  appearance  of  the  band  in  marching.  He  has  given  military  drill 
that  has  made  our  band  one  of  the  best  marching  units  in  the  State. 
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Glee  Club 

The  Glee  Club  varies  in  number  from  year  to  year.  It  is  open  to  the  three 
upper  classes  and  this  year  performed  very  successfully  the  Gilbert  and  Sullivan 
opera  “The  Pirates  of  Penzance’’.  This  is  the  third  in  the  series  of  Gilbert  and 
Sullivan  operas  and  was  a commendable  musical  effort  that  had  the  support  of 
the  pupils  and  the  musical  public.  The  assistance  of  the  art  department  was 
very  much  appreciated  and  added  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  opera.  The  Glee 
Club  numbers  70  pupils  and  meets  for  singing  once  a week  after  school  hours. 

Recommendations 

In  the  High  School  to  date  over  one-third  of  all  the  pupils  are  engaged  in 
some  form  of  music  study  or  another.  While  we  have  reason  to  be  proud  that 
such  a large  number  is  thus  being  instructed,  I believe  that  some  further  effort 
should  be  made  to  reach  the  others.  I wish  to  recommend  that  separate  singing 
periods  for  each  class  be  set  up  in  the  regular  program  of  studies  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  influence  and  beneficial  effect  of  music.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a 
new  world — a world  in  which  radio  and  motion  pictures  bring  music  into  a 
prominent  place  in  the  lives  of  all.  We  are  teaching  a generation  of  children  who 
are  so  amazingly  clever,  so  marvelously  gifted,  so  learned  and  yet  so  innocently 
ignorant  that  educators  are  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  discover  some  common  ground 
upon  which  the  varied  talents  under  their  instruction  can  be  brought  together 
and  imbued  with  a sense  of  group  consciousness.  Music  provides  that  common 
ground.  It  is  the  one  subject  in  the  public  schools  today  that  is  big  enough  to 
reach  the  life  and  experience  of  every  single  pupil. 

I would  throw  into  the  educational  system  of  today  all  the  agencies  of  music 
that  I could  find.  I would  have  first  of  all  every  pupil  a singing  pupil  and  I 
would  double  the  number  of  instruments  now  available  for  band  and  orchestra. 
In  fact  I am  of  the  opinion  that  music  with  its  great  emotional  power  should 
be  the  cornerstone  of  our  public  school  system.  Music  is  the  common  meeting 
ground  for  all  the  pupils  in  that  system  no  matter  how  greatly  their  personalities 
differ.  Through  the  extension  of  facilities  for  musical  education  we  can  greatly 
help  to  coordinate  our  whole  educational  processes  and  assist  in  bringing  pupils 
together  in  a strong  emotional  bond  of  mutual  understanding. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Laing  Gibb. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  ART 
High  School 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

It  is  my  privilege  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Art  Department. 
Although  all  of  our  objectives  have  not  been  attained,  the  accomplishments  have 
been  sufficient  to  inspire  greater  ambitions  for  the  future. 

In  our  high  school  the  courses  of  study  which  had  been  carried  out  as  ex- 
periments for  the  past  two  years  are  now  quite  firmly  established.  A foundation 
course,  called  Art  I,  has  been  prepared  to  give  freshfnen  and  others  having  no 
previous  art  instruction  the  necessary  fundamentals  in  observation  and  technique, 
and  an  opportunity  to  work  with  different  materials  which  are  new  to  them. 
After  the  completion  of  this  basic  course,  a pupil  may  choose  any  of  the  advanced 
courses,  such  as  advertising,  which  includes  lettering,  poster  design,  and  sign 

Eainting.  Pupils  interested  in  the  fine  arts  may  study  composition,  color,  and 
gure  sketching  in  illustration.  Others  find  interest  in  fashion  design  or  in 
crafts.  One  of  the  most  valuable  courses  for  girls  is  called  Personal  Appearance. 
This  course  aims  to  foster  intelligent  interest  and  improvement  in  general  appear- 
ance, poise  and  personality. 
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To  meet  the  needs  of  the  more  talented  students  and  for  those  who  enjoy 
drawing  for  its  own  sake  there  is  a Sketch  Club.  Two  afternoons  each  week  and 
one  school  period  are  devoted  entirely  to  this  group.  The  projects  are  selected 
and  carried  out  by  the  pupils  with  help  and  suggestions  from  the  supervisor. 

Art  in  our  public  schools  is  to  be  considered  a social  study.  While  there  is 
keen  interest  in  the  relatively  small  group  of  graduates  who  enter  Art  School  to 
study  for  a profession,  this  department  attempts  to  help  all  pupils  to  be  intelligent 
critics  and  purchasers  of  products,  to  spend  leisure  hours  more  happily,  and  to  be 
of  service  to  others.  For  this  reason  especially  valuable  are  the  projects  of 
painting  the  scenery  for  the  annual  opereUa,  furnishing  material  for  the  “Blue 
Owl"  and  the  “Tattletale",  decorating  for  various  social  functions,  making  posters 
and  signs  for  publicity  work  and  contests,  doing  research  for  other  departments, 
and  meeting  many  other  demands  for  hand  work. 

At  a recent  supervisors’  conference,  teachers’  college  authorities  expressed 
regret  that  so  many  young  people  fail  to  receive  training  in  art  in  the  secondary 
schools  before  entering  college  to  train  for  teaching.  Supervisors  were  asked  to 
suggest  that  art  be  included  in  the  course  of  study  for  all  pupils  planning  to  be 
teachers. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  members  of  the  School  Department  and 
to  the  teachers  for  their  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ardith  P.  Todd. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  ART 
Elementary  Schools 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  Art  Education  in  the  elementary 
schools. 

It  is  my  pleasure  at  this  time  to  report  definite  progress  in  this  field  of  en- 
deavor. 

While  fundamental  principles  and  objectives  are  a part  of  the  course  of 
study  in  art  education  in  our  elementary  schools,  the  program  is  constantly 
undergoing  changes  in  the  continuous  effort  to  expand,  keep  up  with  the  latest 
progressive  trends,  and,  at  the  same  time,  reach  the  needs  of  the  individual 
pupil. 

While  monthly  outlines  containing  grade  objectives,  methods,  charts,  picture 
study,  lessons,  activities,  etc.,  are  still  in  use,  it  is  my  purpose  that  they  be  not 
restrictive,  and  notice  to  this  effect  is  given  to  every  teacher.  That  this  method 
is  bringing  more  work  and  greater  results  in  the  art  work  is  proven  by  the  growing 
almost  daily,  demands  which  are  being  made  upon  this  department,  for  extra  and 
more  varied  materials. 

In  general,  teachers  are  no  longer  “squeezing"  time  for  art  into  their  pro- 
grams. Instead,  they  are  planning  their  schedules  and  piogram  to  illowforart 
education,  and  in  many  instances  correlating  various  units  of  study  around  the 
art  woik,  thus,  making  this  study  necessary,  practical,  and  all-purposeful.  In 
fact,  teachers  are  constantly  requesting  that  they  be  allowed  more  time  for  work 
of  this  kind. 

Such  requests  are  readily  understood  when  one  considers  the  number  of 
enterprises  and  activities  in  which  our  schools  have  engaged  this  past  year. 

As  in  former  years,  pupils  in  grades  four  to  eight  participated  in  the  annual 
S.  P.  C.  A.  poster  contest,  and  the  results  were  most  gratifying. 

Posters  have  also  been  made  in  many  classes,  in  recognition  of  American 
Education  Week.  These  were  exhibited  in  classrooms,  corridors  and  assemblies. 
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The  work  of  three  eighth  grade  pupils  was  exhibited  in  the  Young  American 
Paints  exhibits  in  Radio  City,  New  York.  Each  pupil  used  a different  medium 
in  which  to  work;  water  color,  colored  chalk  and  crayon. 

Many  sets  of  stage  scenery  have  been  designed,  made,  and  used  in  conjunc- 
tion with  school  programs  and  assemblies. 

Two  puppet  shows  have  been  put  on  by  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade  at  Lincoln 
School  and  pupils  of  grade  six  at  Richardson  School  respectively.  In  both 
instances  the  pupils  created  the  entire  set-up:  stage,  scenery,  puppets,  papier- 
mache  masks,  and  the  original  story.  Both  projects  were  well  done  and  credit 
is  due  to  both  the  teachers  who  inspired  and  guided  the  pupils  in  this  valuable 
instructive  work,  and  the  pupils  who  did  the  actual  work.  Both  shows  were 
presented  several  times  to  very  appreciative  audiences. 

Those  who  have  watched  and  encouraged  the  progress  of  this  type  of  work 
know  its  value  and  far  reaching  effects.  For  instance,  as  a result  of  this  integrated 
work,  one  boy  who  was  a rather  poor  student  showing  a lack  of  interest  and  under- 
standing of  reading,  has  manifested  such  an  extreme  interest  in  puppetry  that, 
during  the  summer,  he  did  outside  reading  upon  the  subject,  and  created  and 
produced  two  puppet  shows  in  a garage  at  his  own  home,  for  which  he  charged 
admission  to  an  audience  of  some  thirty  children  and  adults  at  one  showing. 

In  several  class  projects  pupils  have  made  colored  lantern  slides  in  correlation 
with  their  regular  academic  studies,  and  presented  them  in  assembly  programs  to 
the  entire  student  body  of  their  respective  schools. 

Of  course  it  would  be  impossible  to  list  all  of  the  worthwhile  art  activities  in 
which  the  pupils  of  all  our  elementary  grades  have  participated,  but,  I have  tried 
to  give  a general  insight  into  our  varied,  busy  and  purposeful  program. 

This  year  Attleboro  has  also  been  well  represented  and  honored  at  various 
conventions,  and  group  conferences  called  by  the  State  Department  of  Education. 

During  our  spring  vacation  I attended  the  annual  convention  of  the  Eastern 
Art  Teachers  Association,  held  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  New  York  City.  This 
convention  is  always  an  inspiration.  It  would  be  an  impossibility  for  anyone  to 
attend  such  a convention  and  return  without  new  ideas. 

In  May  a conference  for  Supervisors  of  Art  was  called  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment at  Bridgewater  State  Teachers  College.  As  Supervisor,  it  was  requested 
that  I speak  at  this  conference  and  show  examples  of  the  type  of  art  work  done 
in  the  Attleboro  schools.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  our  work  was  well  received. 

Again,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  November  17th  and  18th  the  Attleboro 
schools  were  well  represented  at  another  similar  conference  sponsored  by  the 
State  Department  of  Education  at  Bridgewater.  At  this  conference,  on  Saturday, 
two  of  our  teachers.  Miss  Alice  Larson,  Chairman,  and  Miss  Elsa  Johnson  con- 
ducted an  able  and  well  organized  art  conference  group.  At  this  time  various 
phases  of  art  work  from  our  schools  were  exhibited.  This  work  included:  a 
Pueblo  Indian  project,  which  received  much  praise,  several  attractive  and  original 
friezes,  and  creative  expression  pictures. 

In  summing  up  the  past  year’s  work  in  art  education  in  the  elementary 
grades,  I would  like  to  point  out  that  our  art  education  curriculum  is  planned  for 
general  education.  It  incorporates  the  fundamentals  of  such  studies  as  drawing, 
painting,  illustrations,/arts  and  crafts  and  designs,  with  activities  which  allow  for 
practical  application  and  greater  sources  of  experience  for  our  pupils. 

For  the  development  of  appreciation  of  the  possibilities  of  art  work,  and  for 
even  greater  sources  of  experiences  for  the  individual  pupil,  I would  like  to  see 
arrangements  made  whereby  pupils  in  the  upper  grades  could  participate  in  field 
trips  to  nearby  museums,  jewelry  factories,  and  stores. 

In  order  that  more  art  work  might  be  worked  into  a now  already  crowded 
school  program,  I would  like  to  see  the  development  of  organized  school  art  clubs 
in  our  respective  schools. 

This  has  been  a busy  year  for  the  art  department.  Principals,  teachers,  and 
pupils  have  given  much  to  add  to  its  success.  Many  obstacles  have  been  success- 
fully overcome.  It  is  my  desire  that  we  may  continue  to  keep  active  and  grow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Myrtice  A.  Perrin. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  activities  in  the  physical  education  program  are  tools  by  which  boys  and 
girls  may  become  physically,  morally,  and  socially  fit  for  the  duties  of  citizenship 
and  to  enjoy  living.  The  physical  education  program  is  the  activity  section 
of  the  general  subject  of  health  supervision  and  health  instruction.  The  activity 
program  provides  necessary  relief  from  academic  education,  and  also  carries  over 
into  the  immediate  out-of-school  play  periods.  A regular  period  is  devoted  to 
physical  education  daily.  They  are  conducted  in  the  open  air  as  long  as  weather 
permits,  and  then  in  suitably  ventilated  schoolrooms  and  playrooms.  The  indoor 
periods  provide  necessary  relief  from  the  fatigue  of  regular  school  routine,  and 
result  in  refreshed  children  and  improved  posture.  Children  show  immediate 
results  in  better  color,  brighter  eyes,  quickened  breathing,  relief  from  physical 
restlessness,  and  improved  mental  receptiveness.  Over  a period  of  time  they 
contribute  to  improved  posture,  increased  endurance,  freedom  from  fatigue,  and 
increased  skill  and  muscular  coordination.  The  time  devoted  to  play  and  games 
not  only  helps  to  relieve  the  school  day  of  some  of  its  tedium,  and  adds  to  the 
joyousness  of  childhood,  but  contributes  much  to  the  physical  development  of  the 
child,  and  gives  something  of  greatest  value  to  both  pupil  and  school  in  a finer  and 
stronger  group  feeling. 

An  after-school  activity  program  of  considerable  magnitude  is  carried  on  in 
the  public  schools,  involving  several  hundred  boys  and  girls  in  the  course  of  a year. 
Grammar  school  leagues  for  sixth  and  seventh  graders  includes  soccer  football, 
basketball,  baseball  and  track.  Members  of  these  leagues  are  Sanford  Street, 
Tiffany,  Richardson,  Bliss,  Finberg,  Dodgeville,  Farmers  and  Briggs  Corner 
schools.  The  eighth  grade  league  members  are  Bank  Street,  Lincoln,  Bliss  and 
Finberg  schools.  They  enjoy  their  own  leagues  in  all  sports,  and  have  a special 
eligibility  rule  regarding  studies,  and  age,  which  all  members  have  to  live  up  to. 
Lincoln,  Bliss  and  Pdnberg  schools  are  allowed  to  use  their  seventh  grade  boys  in 
eighth  grade  competition  if  they  wish.  Lincoln  and  Finberg  schools  have  gym- 
nasiums for  their  basketball  programs,  but  all  of  the  center  schools  have  to  use 
the  High  School  gym,  each  being  assigned  one  afternoon  weekly  during  the  basket- 
ball season.  The  hours,  4:30-7  p.  m. — are  very  bad,  but  are  the  only  ones 
available.  Dressing  room  facilities  are  inadequate.  No  spectators  are  allowed 
as  the  director  has  to  supervise  the  entire  program  alone.  I'his  rule  is  rather  hard 
to  enforce  as  the  entrances  cannot  be  locked  until  the  high  school  players  leave 
the  building.  In  the  meantime  the  grammar  school  program  is  well  under  way, 
requiring  his  services  on  the  gym  floor.  All  children  are  out  of  the  building  before 
seven  o'clock.  No  pupil  is  allowed  to  take  part  in  any  physical  education  ac- 
tivity either  during  school  hours,  or  after  school,*  unless  he  has  passed  the  regular 
school  physical  examination  as  given  by  the  school  physician.  In  addition,  all 
taking  part  have  to  return  a permit  signed  by  their  parents.  The  director  is  in 
charge  of  all  league  contests,  usually  acting  as  an  official.  By  vote  of  the  princi- 
pals he  is  in  complete  charge  of  all  league  matters. 

Other  after-school  activities  include  six-man  football  for  the  eighth  grade 
boys,  basketball  for  the  eighth  grade  girls,  tennis  and  horseshoe  tournaments, 
public  school  city-wide  basketball  tournament,  inter-class  hockey  at  the  high 
school,  the  high  school  track  team,  swimming  campaign  for  boys  and  girls,  life- 
saving classes,  first-aid  instruction,  and  figure  skating  class. 

At  the  start  of  the  last  basketball  season  the  high  school  gym  was  not  avail- 
able. The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  generously  allowed  the  eighth  grade  league  in  basketball 
the  use  of  their  gym  during  the  entire  schedule.  In  addition  the  high  school 
track  team  had  the  use  of  the  gym  one  afternoon  weekly  during  the  months 
of  January,  February  and  March.  Sincere  thanks  are  due  the  Association,  Mr. 
William  Blackburn  for  the  use  of  Horton  Field,  Mr.  John  Anderson  for  the  use  of 
Capron  Park  and  the  Highland  Country  Club  for  the  use  of  the  pond  at  the  rear 
of  the  club  house  for  hockey  and  figure  skating. 
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The  annual  health  day  programs  were  held  early  in  June  at  all  schools,  and 
were  largely  attended  by  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils. 

During  the  season  1 attended  the  State  Bridgewater  College  and  Boston 
Univeisity  conferences  on  physical  education,  the  summer  school  of  physical 
education  at  Boston  College,  and  the  National  Recreation  Congress  at  Boston. 

May  I extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  you,  the  school  committee,  and  to  all  who 
have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  my  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Ray  Cooney 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Tales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I submit  herewith  my  annual  report  as  School  Physician  for  the  year  1939. 

The  school  has  now  become  one  of  the  foremost  agencies  in  the  formulation 
of  an  adequate  public  health  program.  It  is  through  this  medium  that  physical 
defects  are  found.  Various  clinics  are  held  throughout  the  year.  The  defect 
found  is  in  most  instances  corrected,  an  action  which  will  benefit  the  child  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

A pre-school  clinic  is  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  District 
Nurses  Association  with  several  physicians  and  dentists  donating  their  services 
so  that  defects  can  be  noted  and  corrected  before  the  child  enters  school. 

An  annual  physical  examination  is  given  each  child  by  the  school  physician. 

Tuberculosis  is  detected  and  prevented  by  the  state  and  county  clinics 
operated  in  the  schools. 

The  mental  health  of  the  child  is  cared  for  by  two  clinics. 

A tonsil  clinic  is  operated  at  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  children  for  the  summer  camps. 

A dental  clinic  is  functioning  throughout  the  schols  and  is  accomplishing  a 
great  deal  in  prevention  and  treatment  of  dental  defects. 

All  children  participating  in  athletics  are  examined  for  their  physical  fitness 

Two  summer  camps  are  in  operation  in  the  city  for  the  benefit  of  under- 
nourished children  needing  special  supeiwision.  The  gains  made  by  these  childi-en 
amply  warrant  the  continuance  and  expansion  of  these  camps. 

Private  sources  have  made  funds  available  for  the  purchase  of  eye  glasses 
for  needy  children. 

In  consideration  of  the  above  noted  activities  one  can  readily  appreciate  the 
extent  of  health  work  that  is  going  on  in  the  schools  constituting  the  school  health 
program. 

The  year  was  notable  for  a decrease  in  the  number  of  contagious  diseases. 
No  cases  of  disease  reported  took  on  the  character  of  an  epidemic. 

A detailed  report  for  the  year  follows: 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Mr.  Lewis  A,  Tales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  1939. 

Generally  speaking,  in  regard  to  the  children’s  health,  this  has  been  a very 
good  year.  Fewer  communicable  diseases  and  skin  infections  were  noted, 
necessitating  the  absence  of  pupils  from  school. 

In  December,  1938,  there  were  numerous  cases  of  chicken  pox  at  Tiffany 
School,  796  examinations  of  pupils  being  made  in  the  various  rooms  where  cases 
occuried.  One  hundred  ninety-seven  annual  physical  examinations  were  made 
at  Bliss  School  by  Dr.  Battershall  assisted  by  the  nurse,  and  two  vaccinations 
were  done  at  the  Sturdy  Hospital  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. When  basketball  practice  was  started  at  the  High  School,  75  physical 
examinations  of  these  athletes  were  made.  A series  of  three  lectures  on  “Habits,” 
in  Rehoboth,  were  attended. 

January  is  always  a very  busy  month.  Colds  and  grippe  were  present  this 
year  in  several  schools,  but  there  were  fewer  communicable  diseases  than  usual. 
Sporadic  cases  of  whooping  cough  occuired  at  Briggs  Coiner,  Carpenter  Street 
and  Tiffany  schools.  Twenty-eight  High  School  girls  who  participated  in  basket- 
ball practice  were  examined,  one  being  excluded  because  of  a heart  condition. 
Five  hundred  eighty-seven  physical  examinations  were  completed  at  Bliss  and 
Richardson.  The  heads  of  all  the  children  in  the  elementary  schools  were 
examined  for  evidences  of  pediculosis,  and  precautions  were  taken  with  those 
infected.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  there  are  fewer  cases  each  year.  Thirty-five 
mental  examinations  were  made  by  the  doctors  from  the  Wrentham  State  School. 

February,  although  a short  month,  was  a busy  one.  Scarlet  fever  occurred 
in  the  High  School  necessitating  the  examination  of  chests,  hands  and  throats  of 
all  pupils  and  teachers  daily,  during  the  incubation  period.  This  year  for  the 
first  time  the  St.  Joseph’s  School,  at  the  request  of  the  Health  Department,  was 
examined.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  children  received  their  first  annual 
physical  examination  by  the  school  physician  and  nurse.  Three  hundred  twenty- 
six  other  physical  examinations  and  26  examinations  for  athletics  were  made. 
Two  vaccinations  were  done  at  the  hospital.  A class  in  Infant  Hygiene  was 
started  at  the  Bank  Street  School,  for  the  giils  of  the  Vocational  and  Continuation 
group.  This  class  is  held  weekly  over  a period  of  four  months,  and  is  closely 
correlated  with  their  other  class  work  in  cooking  and  sewing,  where  layettes  are 
made  and  formulas  and  menus  prepared  suitable  for  the  baby’s  need.  The 
Bristol  County  T.  B.  School  Clinic  X-rayed  twenty-two  pupils  at  the  High 
School  as  part  of  their  follow-up  program. 

In  Vfarch,  both  the  Chadwick  (State  T.  B.  prevention)  Clinic  and  the  County 
clinic  functioned.  The  School  Clinic  group  of  22  had  their  X-rayed  plates  read 
and  their  physical  examinations  made  by  Dr.  Leonard  Hill.  The  Chadwick 
Clinic  group  of  43  were  X-rayed  and  examined  the  following  week  by  State 
physicians.  These  examinations  take  about  a week  in  all  to  complete,  making  it 
necessary  to  discontinue  the  nurse’s  regular  daily  schedule. 

April.  During  this  month  35  visits  were  made  to  the  schools,  and  the 
doctors  from  the  Bristol  County  Hospital  re-examined  several  children  on  their 
list  to  recommend  them  for  Health  Camp. 

May.  Fifty-four  schools  were  visited  this  month  and  five  visits  were  made 
to  the  hospital  in  regard  to  the  Tonsil  Clinic.  Twelve  children  had  their  tonsils 
removed  in  preparation  for  admittance  to  camp.  Home  calls  were  made  to  30 
homes  to  obtain  camp  histories.  The  annual  Pre-school  Clinic,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  was  held  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  where 
the  school  nurse  with  the  other  Public  Health  N^urses  assisted  the  local  doctors 
and  dentists  in  their  examinations.  A mental  hygiene  meeting  was  attended  at 
the  Foxboro  State  Hospital,  and  an  inspection  of  the  hospital  was  made.  The 
heads  of  all  children  were  again  inspected  for  evidence  of  infection.  The  last 
weighing  and  measuring  of  all  the  children  were  completed.  Health  Day  was 
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held  in  the  form  of  “Play  Day”  with  every  child  participating  in  some  sort  of 
game. 

June,  Camp  records  were  completed  for  the  boys  and  girls  who  were  selected 
for  the  Bristol  County  Health  Camp,  Those  girls  chosen  from  our  poor  nutrition 
group  for  the  Lions’  Health  Camp  were  taken  care  of  by  the  nurse  of  the  Health 
Department.  Forty-eight  school  visits  were  made,  and  assistance  was  given  at 
Sanford  Street  School  in  the  final  weighing  and  measuring  of  these  children. 

September.  The  opening  month  of  school  is  always  a busy  one  with  all  the 
activities  starting.  First  aid  kits  in  all  the  schools  are  inspected  and  filled  the 
day  before  schools  open.  All  children  are  weighed  and  measured  as  early  in  the 
month  as  possible.  Eye  and  ear  tests,  by  the  teachers,  are  checked  as  to  what 
cases  are  likely  to  need  special  attention.  Annual  physical  examinations  were 
started,  with  480  examinations  completed  by  Dr.  Battershall  during  the  month. 
Vaccinations  were  checked,  with  twenty  vaccinations  being  done  at  the  hospital. 
All  heads  were  examined  for  evidences  of  pediculosis.  A talk  was  given  to  the 
senior  class  of  the  Sturdy  Hospital  on  School  Nursing.  Forty-six  members  of  the 
football  squad  were  examined  by  the  School  Physician,  and  records  were  made  out 
for  each  boy.  A meeting  was  attended  at  the  Wrentham  State  School,  with  a 
tour  of  the  buildings  and  a lecture  by  Dr.  Stanley  Raymond,  which  proved  most 
interesting  and  enlightening. 

October,  Three  hundred  four  physical  examinations  were  completed. 
Three  hundred  eleven  special  inspections  of  children  in  rooms  where  there  were 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  made.  There  was  one  case  in  Dodgeville  and  one  in 
Richardson  schools.  A few  cases  of  chicken  pox  occurred  at  Washington  School. 
Mental  histories,  for  the  children  who  are  three  years  retarded  and  those  in  the 
special  group,  were  started.  As  these  histories  are  five  pages  long,  they  necessitate 
considerable  time  in  taking  and  recording.  Often  more  than  one  home  visit  is 
necessary  because  of  the  absence  of  the  parent  on  the  first  visit. 

November.  Mental  history  taking  was  continued.  One  vaccination  was 
done  at  the  hospital  by  Dr.  Battershall.  Three  hundred  eighty-four  physical  ex- 
aminations were  completed.  Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  any  defect  found. 
Special  examinations  of  throats  were  made  at  the  Sanford  Street  School  because 
of  a number  of  sore  throats  reported.  Examinations  of  chests,  throats  and  hands 
were  made  at  the  Bliss  School  in  the  room  where  a case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred. 
A health  talk  on  the  “Care  of  the  Skin”  was  given  to  a group  of  freshmen  girls 
during  their  home  room  period,  and  a talk  on  “Health  Habits”  was  given  to  a 
mixed  group  at  another  time,  A Mental  Hygiene  meeting  was  attended  in 
Boston,  November  23.  Thanksgiving  baskets,  assembled  by  different  class- 
rooms were  taken  to  the  Family  Welfare  Association  for  distribution.  Several 
health  conferences  were  attended. 

Although  this  has  been  a busy  year,  it  has  been  freer  from  communicable 
diseases  than  usual,  enabling  us  to  spend  more  time  on  our  routine  work  and  less 
with  special  examinations  for  communicable  diseases.  Special  activities  in- 
cluded the  assistance  given,  in  aiding  in  the  correction  of  defects,  the  teaching  of 
Infant  Hygiene  to  the  Vocational  and  Continuation  School  girls,  and  the  follow-up 
of  some  or  our  special  problem  cases  with  Miss  MacKinnon  of  the  S.  P,  C.  C. 
Special  eye  examinations  and  glasses  were  secured  through  the  “Teachers’  Eye- 
glass P'und.”  First  aid  was  given  to  numerous  children  who  had  suffered  minor- 
hurts  on  the  school  grounds.  Those  who  had  hurts  of  any  seriousness  were 
advised  to  obtain  medical  attention  from  their  family  physicians.  Tnis  year,  with 
the  closing  of  the  two  small  schools,  the  time  previously  spent  there  has  been 
transferred  to  the  High  School,  where  bi-monthly  health  conferences  are  held  in 
the  clinic  room.  There  is  a great  need  for  more  and  better  health  work  in  this 
group,  with  not  only  benefit  to  the  individual,  but  to  the  community  at  large. 

In  closing,  I wish  to  thank  all  those,  who  through  their  kindness,  cooperation 
and  assistance,  have  helped  me  in  the  fulfillment  of  my  many  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dorothy  B.  Wendell,  R.  N. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I submit  herewith  my  second  annual  report  as  Attendance  Officer. 

Number  of  cases  investigated,  184.  This  is  37  less  than  last  year.  Of  this 
number  65  cases  were  from  the  Continuation  and  Vocational  schools. 

Investigation  revealed  the  following  reasons  for  absence: 


Absent  on  account  of  clothing 10 

Absent  on  account  ol  illness 52 

Absent  to  work 13 

Home  permits 5 

Detained  by  parents  for  other  causes 34 

Moved  from  city 8 

Truants 48 

Attending  city  schools 6 

Attending  school  out  of  town 1 

Negligence 6 

Disciplinary  cases 1 

Total 184 


Respectfully  submitted, 
W.  Wesley  Young. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CUSTODIAN  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I submit  herewith  my  second  annual  report  as  Custodian  of  School  Buildings. 

The  past  year  has  seen  a great  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  school 
buildings.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  favorable  conditions  for  painting  this 
past  summer  and  the  following  building  exteriors  were  painted  with  the  best  lead 
and  oil  paint: 

Briggs  Corner  School 
Capron  School 
Farmers  School 
Washington  Portable 
Superintendent’s  Office 

The  following  buildings  were  refinished  inside: 

Capron  School 

Dodgeville  School 

Pleasant  Street  School 

Plat  School,  Room  2 

Sanford  Street  Middle  Building,  Room  6 

We  were  able  to  refinish  some  floors  at  the  following  buildings: 

Bliss  School — Principal’s  Office. 

High  School — Stage  in  Assembly  Hall,  Gymnasium,  and  Room  307. 

Lincoln  School — First  Floor  corridor. 

Sewer  lines  were  repaired  at  Farmers  and  Briggs  Corner  schools.  At  Far- 
mers School  it  was  necessary  to  dig  up  and  relay  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
of  pipe  due  to  the  roots  of  trees  blocking  the  pipe.  This  trouble  is  now  eliminated 
by  the  use  of  a new  seal. 
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At  the  Richardson  School  the  chimney  was  retopped  and  the  lower  part 
repointed. 

The  heater  that  gave  out  at  the  Plat  School  was  replaced  with  a spare  heater 
and  is  now  giving  perfect  service. 

A new  smoke  pipe  was  installed  at  the  Tiffany  and  Sanford  Street  schools. 

Heaters  at  the  Capron  and  Pleasant  Street  schools  were  temporarily  repaired, 
but  they  are  due  for  extensive  repairs  in  the  neai  future. 

Some  new  tubes  were  installed  in  one  of  the  boilers  at  the  High  School  and 
new  fusible  plugs  were  installed  in  all  boilers. 

At  Briggs  Corner  and  Farmers  schools  the  steps  were  rebuilt  and  the  porches 
repaired. 

The  fence  at  the  Pleasant  Street  School  was  rebuilt  and  the  fence  at  the  San- 
ford Street  School  repaired. 

A new  wire  fence  was  erected  on  the  Newport  Avenue  side  and  across  the 
rear  of  the  playground  at  the  Lincoln  School.  This  playground  is  now  inclosed 
on  three  sides. 

At  the  Richardson  School  a wire  fence  has  been  erected  between  the  play- 
ground and  the  Armor3\ 

The  playground  at  the  Pleasant  Street  School  is  now  fenced  off  from  the 
street  on  the  Starkey  Avenue  side. 

One  small  ceiling  at  the  Capron  School,  and  a ceiling  and  a side  wall  at  the 
Pleasant  Street  School  were  replastered.  Ceilings  at  the  Dodgeville  School  were 
patched. 

Some  outside  doors  were  replaced  at  the  Tiffany,  Bliss  and  Washington 
schools. 

At  the  Finberg  School  both  ends  of  the  main  building  were  waterproofed. 
This  waterproofing  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  the  ends  of  the  Assembly 
Hall  should  be  done  next  year. 

A large  section  of  the  tar  and  gravel  roof  over  the  Assembly  Hall  at  the 
High  School  had  to  be  renewed  due  to  numerous  leaks. 

Roofs  of  the  Lincoln,  Sanford  Street  and  Washington  schools  also  were 
repaired. 

New  classroom  furniture  was  installed  in  rooms  seven  and  eight  at  the  Bank 
Street  School. 

Window  shades  were  replaced  in  several  rooms  at  the  High,  Bliss,  Briggs 
('orner,  Dodgeville,  Farmers,  Pleasant  Street  and  Tiffany  schools. 

Pupils’  desks  in  seven  rooms  at  Richardson  School  and  in  both  rooms  at  the 
Capron  School  were  sanded  and  refinished.  This  is  a total  of  over  four  hundred 
desks  refinished  this  past  year. 

There  are  many  more  desks  that  must  be  refinished  in  the  near  future. 

I also  hope  to  refinish  more  floors  this  coming  year  as  this  work  preserves 
as  well  as  adds  to  the  appearance  of  the  floors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Wesley  Young. 


SCHOOL  FIRE  ALARM  BOXES 


South  Attleboro 151 

Washington 152 

Lincoln 153 

Dodgeville 251 

Finberg 252 

Sanford  Street 351 

Bank  Street 352 

Richardson 451 

High : 551 

Tiffany 552 

Bliss 651 
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TEACHERS 

High  School — Telephone  1825 

Philip  L.  Garland,  Principal 6 Beacon  St. 

Freeman  Hall,  Jr.,  Sub-Master,  History 19  Bicknell  St. 

George  A.  Allison,  Mathematics 12  Perrin  St. 

Ruth  A.  Bradley,  Mathematics 6 King  St. 

Carolyn  Churchill,  English 79  No.  Main  St. 

Edith  L.  Claflin,  German 38  Fifth  St. 

Helen  M.  Claflin,  English 38  Fifth  St. 

Violet  G.  Connolly,  English 23  Dean  St. 

Harry  E.  Cooper,  Biology •. 868  Pleasant  St. 

Dorothy  F.  Covell,  Commercial 37  Elizabeth  St. 

Grace  C.  Daley,  English 154  So.  Main  St. 

Curtis  S.  Edgett,  History,  Civics 7 Grove  St. 

Frances  Farr,  French 18  Third  St. 

Eleanor  C.  Fillmore,  Social  Studies,  Arithmetic 2 Prospect  St. 

E.  Kendall  Gleason,  Mathematics 24  Peck  St. 

Kenneth  L.  Coding,  Science 117  So.  Main  St. 

Jessie  M.  Graves,  Latin 6 King  St. 

Elizabeth  M.  Hilliard,  History,  Problems  of  Democracy 23  Third  St. 

Bernice  B.  Hosmer,  Commercial 18  Jefferson  St. 

William  F.  Lee,  English 54  Emory  St. 

Helena  A,  McCormick,  Household  Arts 137  Pleasant  St. 

John  A.  MacDonald,  Science 970  So.  Main  St. 

Mabel  M.  Ott,  Commercial 22  Third  St. 

Gertrude  H.  Parsons,  German,  Science 128  County  St. 

Marjorie  A,  Pierce,  French 2 Prospect  St. 

Jessie  I.  Pithie,  Commercial 9 Mechanic  St. 

Laura  M.  Povey,  English,  Latin 7 Manchester  St. 

Ruth  A.  Ramsdell,  Commercial 128  County  St. 

Irma  G.  Searle,  Commercial 16  Park  Ave. 

Dorothy  L.  Simonds,  History 430A  No.  Main  St. 

George  I.  Spatcher,  Manual  Arts 2 Irvington  Court 

Howard  A.  Tozier,  Coach,  Civies,  Physics 77  Jefferson  St. 

Cuthbert  W.  Tunstall,  Mech.  Drawing,  Science 3 Grove  St. 

Mabel  J.  Wall,  English,  Latin 45  Peck  St. 

Beatrice  Smith,  Librarian 430A  No.  Main  St. 

Alfred  P.  Zambarano,  Band 15  Henry  St.,  Cranston,  R.  I. 

Doris  Greenberg,  Clerk 167  So.  Main  St. 

Bank  Street  School — Tel.  727-R 

Room 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal 683  Park  St. 

3 Alice  M.  McNerney,  VIII 206  Park  St. 

4 Zita  Simms,  VIII 48  Payson  St. 

6 Elizabeth  L.  Wentworth,  VIII 31  So.  Main  St. 

7 Mildred  Couillard,  VIII 33  Peck  St. 

8 Verta  I.  Rowell,  VIII 31  So.  Main  St. 

Bliss  School — Tel.  1822-R 

A.  Irvin  Studley,  Principal 26  West  St. 

1 Josephine  M.  Hart,  VIII 103  Bank  St. 

2 Beulah  G.  Eames,  VIII Elmdale  Road,  No.  Scituate,  R.  I. 

3 Annie  C.  Terry,  VII 69  Emory  St. 

4 Mary  B.  Ricker  (Mrs.),  VII 81  Brownell  St. 

5 Catherine  J.  Bruen,  VI 9 Elizabeth  St. 

7 Edith  V.  Potter,  VI 15  Garden  St. 
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Room 

6 Bertha  W.  Cushing  (Mrs.),  V 103  Bank  St, 

8 Subotitute,  IV 

11  Pauline  I.  Hardy,  V 214  Park  St. 

9 Bernice  W.  Engley,  IV,  HI 143  Union  St. 

10  Carrie  L,  Bertenshaw,  III Elmdale  Road,  No.  Scituate,  R.  I. 

15  Elsie  E.  Bowen,  II 13  Dean  St. 

12  H.  Marion  Lillibridge,  II,  I R.  F.  D.  No.  4,  Oak  Hill  Ave. 

14  Grace  R.  Pimer,  1 154  So.  Main  St. 


Briggs  Corner  School — Tel.  263-W-l 

1 Helen  E.  Calnan,  VI,  V 79  Winslow  Ave.,  Norwood,  Mass* 

2 Margaret  M,  Fawcett,  IV  ,111 26  Pine  St. 

3 Rosamond  Terry,  II,  1 69  Emory  St. 


Capron  School — I’el.  315-R 

1 Grace  B.  Tirrell,  IV,  HI 43  Peck  St. 

2 Elizabeth  R.  Holbrook,  II,  I Bronson  Block,  Apt.  326 


1 

2 

3 


Dodgeville  School — Tel.  834-W 

Bernice  E,  Trulson,  VI,  V 4 East  St, 

Irene  A.  Colburn,  IV,  HI 43  Maple  St. 

Penelope  P,  Rockwood,  II,  1 126  Freeman  St.,  No.  Attleboro 


Farmers  School — Tel.  1868-R 


1 Helen  G,  Robinson,  V,  IV 45  Peck  St, 

3  Mary  L.  Shields,  HI,  II 37  Elizabeth  St. 

2 Desiree  Piguet,  II,  1 10  Fourth  St. 


Finberg  School — Tel,  535-R 


Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal 10  1-2  Park  Ave 

Ruth  M.  Hirons,  VHI 23  Tyler  St 

Mildred  F,  Crandall,  VII 13  Dean  St 

Barbaia  E,  Hart,  VI 93  Dean  St 

Alice  A.  Larson,  V 53  Martin  St 

Frances  Remillard,  IV,  HI 242  Oak  Hill  Ave 

Maijorie  F.  Barrett,  HI,  II 175  Pine  St 

Velma  E.  Davis,  1 103  Bank  St' 


Lincoln  School — Tel.  Perry  5065 

Guy  W.  Weymouth,  Principal 458  Newport  Ave. 

21  Bertha  M.  Simpson,  VHI 664  Park  St. 

22  Helen  W.  Storin,  (Mrs.),  VHI 216  Raleigh  Ave.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

24  Helen  Keena,  VII 19  Sadler  St. 

23  Sophia  Sullivan,  VI 95  Dexter  St. 

25  Marjorie  A.  Hunken,  V 123  County  St. 

26  Virginia  A,  Lucey,  IV 187  Boylston  St.,  Brockton 

2 Marion  L,  Giviens  (Mrs.),  HI,  II 24  Jefferson  St, 

1 Gertrude  L.  Robbins,  II,  I . . . 9 Second  St. 

4  Ruth  Ellis,  Special  Class ..  6 Jefferson  St. 


Plat  School^ — Tel.  Perry  7755 
2 Hazel  Hu.xley,  HI, II, I 


411  Newport  Ave. 
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Room  Pleasant  Street  School — Tel.  853-R 


1 Katharine  F.  Powers  (Mrs.),  IV,  III 15  Upland  Road 

2 Ethel  H.  Sanford,  II,  1 23  Dean  St. 


Richardson  School — Tel.  1509-R 


Curtis  R.  Witham,  Principal 34  Pine  St. 

1 Florence  E.  Heacock,  VII 9 Foster  St. 

2 Helen  D.  Crandall,  VII 13  Dean  St. 

3 Helen  P.  .Bullock,  VI 31  Mulberry  St, 

4 Grace  W.  Ward,  VI (3  Howard  Ave 

5 Mary  E.  Clarke,  V 93  Dean  St. 

6 Lelia  M.  Randall,  V,  IV 47  Bank  St. 

9  M.  Avis  Hodges,  IV 10  Park  Ave, 

10  Emily  A,  Bowen,  III 212  Pine  St. 

11  Margaret  M.  O’Keefe,  III 80  Mulberry  St. 

12  Margaret  L.  Dennis,  II 94  Hope  St. 

14  Eleanor  L.  Wilmarth  (Mrs.),  II,  I 4 Tappan  Ave. 

13  Louisa  G.  Richards,  1 23  Dean  St. 

15  Helen  M.  Carvell,  Kindergarten 10  Park  Ave. 

Julie  A.  Dodd,  Kindergarten  Assistant 21  Walnut  St.,  Arlington 

8 Barbara  L,  Stanley,  Special  Class 26  John  St. 


1 

2 

4 

3 

6 

7 

9 

11 

10 


Sanford  Street  School — Tel.  727-W 


Samuel  W.  Thomas,  Principal 

Marion  Spaulding,  VII 

Madge  Couillard,  VII 

Winifred  A.  Morton,  VI 

SigneM.  Brask,  VI,  V 

Alma  C.  Hillman,  V 

Frances  J.  Harrington,  IV.  . . 

Mary  E.  McManus,  HI 

Margaret  F.  Gaynor,  II 

Marion  H.  Briggs,  I 


Corner  Plain  and  Leonard  Sts.,  Norton 

137  Pleasant  St. 

33  Peck  St. 

15  North  Main  St. 

121  West  St. 

23  Park  Ave. 

96  Park  St. 

82  Dean  St. 

18  North  Main  St. 

18  Perrin  St. 


Tiffany  School— Tel.  322-W 

Abbie  E.  Hill,  Principal 43  Jefferson  St. 

Lillian  Young,  VH King  Philip  St,  Raynham,  Mass. 

Mary  M.  Whalen,  VI 80  Pine  St. 

Mary  Clements,  V 23  Third  St. 

Elsa  D.  Johnson,  IV 14  Jackson  St. 

Anna  O.  Swanson,  III 57  Jefferson  St. 

Ruth  E.  Riley,  II 127  Pleasant  St. 

Alice  A.  Hirons,  II,  1 23  Tyler  St. 

Daisy  C.  Reynolds,  1 81  Dennis  St. 

Washington  School — Tel.  Perry  7779 

Mary  G.  Gilles,  Principal 10^  Park  Ave* 

Natalie  Pollard,  VII 220  May  St* 

Katherine  L.  Johnson,  VI 33  Dean  St* 

Ruth  VanCampen,  V 25|  Peck  St* 

Jean  L.  Galligan,  IV 152  County  St* 

Helen  M.  Cassels,  IV 24  Jay  St.,  North  Attleboro 

Joice  B.  Winstanley,  III 416  Newport  Ave. 

Alice  E.  Gaw,  II 46  Barrows  St.,  North  Attleboro 

Virginia  E.  Black,  1 37  Elizabeth  St. 

Elsie  Logan,  1 10  Fourth  St. 
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Vocational  School— Tel.  727-R 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Director 683  Park  St. 

Doris  A.  Prentiss,  Home  Economics 31  South  Main  St. 

Hazelfern  Appleton  (Mrs.),  Academic  Work 19^  Park  Ave. 

Berryman  D.  Minah,  Shop  Work 263  South  Main  St. 

Norman  S.  Tukey,  Academic  Work 15  North  Main  St. 

Jewelry  Trades  School — Tel.  853-W 

Frank  H.  Straker,  Director 145  North  Main  St. 

Curtis  W.  Leonard,  Bench  Work 89  Peck  St. 

Wilbur  C.  Kiff,  Die  Cutting 192  Towne  St.,  Attleboro  Falls 

Eric  Lindberg,  Toolmaking 55  Emory  St. 

Supervisors  and  Special  Teachers 

John  L.  Gibb,  Music 103  Bank  St. 

Ardith  P.  Todd,  Art-High 40  Old  Post  Road,  North  Attleboro 

Myrtice  A.  Perrin,  Art-Elementary 19  East  St. 

Office  Hour:  4 to  5 p.  m.,  Monday  and  Wednesday 

Alice  M.  Washburn  (Mrs.),  Cooking,  Sewing 81  Dennis  St. 

Edward  H.  Perrin,  Manual  Arts 42  Hodges  St. 

J.  Ray  Cooney,  Physical  Education 12  Benefit  St. 


Janitors 

John  Hughes,  High,  Capron .80  Holman  St. 

Claude  Allen,  Assistant 15  Foley  St.. 

Allen  W.  Blanchard,  Assistant 25G  Bank  St, 

Robert  W.  Sharkey,  Assistant 19  Sturdy  St. 

George  Craig,  Bank  Street,  Pleasant  Street 10  Oakland  Ave . 

John  Jordan,  Bliss 45  Lexington  Ave 

Leonard  E.  Bell,  Bliss  Assistant,  B.  C 1084  Pleasant  St. 

Wilfred  Orme,  Dodgeville,  Bank  Street,  Richardson  Asst 19  Clarence  St. 

Ervin  E.  Gross,  Finberg 824  South  Main  St. 

Jabez  Stanley,  Lincoln 782  Newport  Ave. 

George  Frazier,  Richardson 80  East  St. 

Joseph  Fontneau,  Sanford  Street,  Farmers 179  Thacher  St. 

George  T.  Murkland,  Assistant 138B  South  Main  St. 

Albert  Marsland,  Tiffany 39  Chestnut  St. 

Samuel  Higson,  Washington,  Plat R.  F.  D.,  No.  2,  47  Pullman  Ave. 
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ATTLEBORO  HIGH  SCHOOL 
GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

High  School  Auditorium,  Thursday  Evening,  June  22,  1939 
PROGRAM 


Sylvia  March Deleibes 

Hungarian  Melody Brahms 


Orchestra 


March  of  the  Graduates 

George  L.  Normand,  Class  Marshal 


Invocation 
Address  of  Welcome 


Reverend  Joseph  Canty 

Edward  J.  Healey 
President  of  the  Class 


Salutatory  Address — A Friend  of  Humanity 

Evelyn  M.  Orme 


F.  Mendelssohn 


Saxophone  Solo — Berceuse Godard 

Julian  Jaron 

Essay — Opportunities  for  the  High  School  Graduate 

Norma  Jackson 


Vocal  Solo — Desert  Song. . . . 
Essay — Life  and  Its  Reward 
Essay — Surgery 


William  Robertson 
Louise  Hayes 
John  O'Donnell 


Romberg 


Piano  Solo — Valse  Arabesque T.  Lack 

Kenneth  A.  Clark 

Essay — Journalism 

Constance  O.  Farrow 

Saxophone  Solo — Beebe J.  Dorsey 


Raymond  Brogan 

Essay  and  Valedictory — Success 

James  E.  Whitney 

Presentation  of  Awards  and  Prizes 

Bausch  and  Lomb  Award  in  Scienec 

D.  A.  R.  Award  for  Good  Citizenship 

Washington  and  Franklin  Medal  in  United  States  History 

Helen  W.  Metcalf  Prize  in  English 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Mayor  John  W.  McIntyre 
Assisted  by  Principal  Philip  L.  Garland 

Lillian  M.  Proadbent 


Class  Song 
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LIST  OF 

Mary  Frances  Ahern 
Gertrude  Elizabeth  Anderson 
Demetrius  Athanas 
Mildred  Gertrude  Balser 
Karl  Fred  Bassler,  Jr. 

Everett  Sheldon  Bauer 
Dorothy  Rose  Bellavance 
Florence  Lorraine  Bellavance 
Alice  Frances  Bescherer 
Charles  Henry  Blais 
Burdon  Harvey  Blanchard 
Elizabeth  Urania  Bliss 
Cora  Blois 
Frederic  Leo  Blythe 
Herbert  Edward  Bonner 
Daniel  Francis  Bowen 
Edward  Joseph  Boyer 
Minnette  Eleanor  Brigham 
Dorothy  Mae  Broadbent 
Lillian  May  Broadbent 
Mildred  Helen  Brockway 
Raymond  Joseph  Brogan 
Marjorie  Isabel  Brown 
Helen  Nancy  Bruen 
Beverly  Alfrieda  Burton 
Christina  Lucille  Caponigio 
Helen  Mae  Carlson 
Richard  William  Carlson 
John  Baptiste  Castiglia 
Alyce  Genevieve  Chambers 
Henry  Chitron 
Kenneth  Albert  Clark 
Frederick  Cooper 
Anita  Cecile  Cote 
Dorothy  Fiorina  Cote 
Louis  Weston  Crawford 
Russell  H.  Crossman,  Jr. 

Emily  Pratt  Davis 
Livia  DeFusco 
Barbara  de  la  Feuilliez 
Robert  Shaw  Denham 
Kathleen  Mary  Denneny 
Wallace  Densmore 
Irene  Elizabeth  Sheila  Doyle 
Francis  Joseph  Drew 
Adrienne  Marion  Dubuc 
Agnes  Christina  Duffy 
Ralph  Milton  Dumican 
John  Michael  Dunn 
William  Dunn 
Warren  William  Ebert 
Constance  Olga  Farrow 
Marie  Katherine  Finnegan 
Mildred  Janet  Fortier 
Raymond  Franklin 
Ida  Patricia  Fratoni 
Harlan  Stillwell  Friensehner 
John  Alton  Fuller 


GRADUATES 

Warren  Hathaway  Fuller 
Edna  Mae  Gagnon 
Ruth  Frances  Galligan 
Kenneth  Louis  Arthur  Gavin 
Gerard  Joachim  Gendron 
Evelyn  Monita  Gingras 
Joseph  Henry  Graney 
Elizabeth  Thayer  Grant 
Harriett  Elizabeth  Gray 
Eileen  Frances  Greene 
Rita  Agnes  Guillette 
Wilfred  Paul  Gurn 
Marcile  Frances  Gustafson 
Marshall  Alden  Guyot 
William  Henry  Hadley,  Jr. 
Anson  Louis  Hall 
Marion  Viola  Hanson 
Janet  Marie  Hardaway 
Ralph  Orlando  Hawkins 
Jane  Louise  Hayes 
Edward  Joseph  Healey 
Roberta  Mary  Healey 
Thomas  Stephen  Healey 
Lea  Theresa  Hearn 
Mildred  Alice  Hesketh 
Eleanor  Shirley  Hobbs 
Willette  Hodge 
Esther  Josephine  Hogberg 
Iva  Mae  Holbrook 
Ruth  Miriam  Holland 
Francis  Thomas  Iwuc 
Norma  Margaret  Jackson 
Julian  Jar  on 
Louise  Mina  Johnson 
Alvin  Norman  Johnson 
Harold  Austin  Johnson 
Sherman  Francis  Jost 
Mary  Frances  Keane 
Henry  William  Kelley 
Ida  Genevieve  Kinzle 
Andrew  Anthony  Klimaszewski 
Zygmont  Kulaga 
Irene  Adeline  Langlois 
Fred  John  Larsen,  Jr. 

Wilfred  David  LeFort 
Arthur  Lewis  LeTellier 
Adolph  Pearson  Lind 
Helen  Roberta  Lynch 
Effie  Bernice  Machon 
Thomas  Francis  Maguire 
Ruth  Eleanor  McCarthy 
Margaret  McGovern 
Isabelle  Menard 
Dorothy  Ray  Miller 
Patricia  Miner- 
Ruth  Murray 
Doris  Edith  Nelson 
Elizabeth  Robinson  Nolan 
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George  Louis  Normand 
John  Alphonsus  O’Donnell 
Sophie  Ohina 
Hilda  Geraldine  Oliver 
Evelyn  Margaret  Orme 
Priscilla  Pearce 
Henry  Lewis  Peirce 
Doiis  Evelyn  Perry 
Hope  Hall  Picken 
Lester  James  Picken,  Jr. 
Mary  Barbara  Poholek 
Franklin  Herman  Powers 
Joseph  James  Powers 
Chailes  Clark  Pullen,  Jr. 
John  Robert  Radley 
Bernice  Jane  Radnor 
Edna  Emma  Richard 
William  Little  Robertson 
Andrew  Joseph  Robillard 
Earl  Henry  Robinson 
Loretta  Robinson 
Kenneth  Eail  Schneider 
Barbara  Ann  Schweinshaut 


Louise  Norma  Semple 
Annie  Shand 
Edward  Francis  Shockro 
Anna  Louise  Silva 
Charles  Alfred  Smith,  Jr. 
Ruth  Mildred  Smith 
Bernadette  Yvette  Stauff 
Margaret  M.  Thibideau 
Marshall  Brown  Thornton 
Lester  Stanley  Thrasher 
Virginia  Rose  Tolchinsky 
Raymond  Stephen  Tremblay 
Beatrice  Lucille  Veillette 
Evelyn  Theresa  Vieira 
George  Joseph  Weimert 
Doiis  Wellman 
Virginia  Lenore  Whalen 
Herbert  Ellsworth  White,  Jr. 
John  Thomas  White,  Jr. 
James  Earl  Whitney 
Myrtice  Irma  Worrall 
Lillian  May  Wright 
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HONORS 

Valedictorian — James  Earl  Whitney 
Saliitatorian — Evelyn  Margaret  Orme 

ESSAYISTS  CHOSEN  BY  FACULTY  FROM  THE  HONOR  GROUP 
Jane  Louise  Hayes  Norma  Margaret  Jackson 

ESSAYISTS  CHOSEN  BY  THE  CLASS  FROM  THE  HONOR  GROUP 
Constance  Olga  Farrow  John  Alphonsus  O’Donnell 


HONOR  GROUP 
In  Alphabetical  Order 


Gertrude  Elizabeth  Anderson 
Alice  Frances  Bescherer 
Elizabeth  Urania  Bliss 
Louis  Weston  Crawford 
Li  via  DeFusco 
Irene  Elizabeth  Sheila  Doyle 
Constance  Olga  Farrow 
Elizabeth  Thayer  Grant 
Harriett  Elizabeth  Gray 
Rita  Agnes  Guillette 
Jane  Louise  Hayes 


Lea  Theresa  Hearn 
Mildred  Alice  Hesketh 
Norma  Margaret  Jackson 
Effie  Bernice  Machon 
Ruth  Eleanor  McCarthy 
Ruth  Murray 
John  Alphonsus  O’Donnell 
Evelyn  Margaret  Orme 
Hope  Hall  Picken 
Franklin  Herman  Powers 
James  Earl  Whitney 


Class  Colors 
Blue  and  Silver 


Class  Motto 

Forward  to  Success 


Class  Song 

“Forward  to  Success” 

Let  this  our  motto  be, 

For  the  creed  of  the  A.  H,  S. 

Is  to  serve  successfully 
Our  destiny. 

Gird  on  your  armor  strong 
Truth  and  right  will  conquer  all 
For  success  you’ll  win 
If  you’ll  begin 

To  rise  up  whene’er  you  fall. 


■Lillian  Broadbent 
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GRADUATES 

BANK  STREET  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Elliot  Henry  Adams 
Marian  Elizabeth  Ahern 
Virginia  Philomena  Alberigi 
John  Robert  Allen,  Jr, 

Robert  Stuart  Allen 
Russell  Albert  Allen 
Melvin  Dwight  Anderson 
William  Fredrick  Leavenworth  Ander- 
son 

Dorothy  Geraldine  Anelunde 
Phyllis  Mae  Ardin 
Richard  Botelho  Arruda 
Eliza  Theiesa  Aveiro 
Lorraine  Phyllis  Barrett 
Richard  Stanley  Barton 
Ruth  Marie  Bates 
William  George  Bears 
Gloria  Ann  Benoit 
Walter  Bischoff 
Marjorie  Elizabeth  Blanchard 
Mary  Rita  Blandin 
Thomas  Anthony  Boisclair,  Jr. 

Joseph  John  Bono 
Harry  James  Borden 
Lorraine  Theresa  Boyer 
Rita  Marie  Boyer 
Margaret  Brennan 
William  Thomas  Brown,  Jr. 

Frank  Henry  Bunker,  Jr. 

Winifred  Burr 
Mildred  Frances  Butler 
Francis  Callahan 
Eleanor  Hartwell  Carpenter 
Eleanor  Harriet  Chase 
Mildred  Barbara  Chase 
Jeanne  Althea  Claflin 
Glenna  Marie  Clark 
Olive  Althea  Cleveland 
Clifton  Lewis  Cobb 
Alice  Mary  Correira 
Philip  Francis  Cronan 
Earl  Russell  Gruff 
Dorothy  Grace  DeCosta 
Thomas  Deegan 
Dorothy  Conceta  DeFilippo 
Rita  Ann  Deighan 
Betty  delaFeuilliez 
June  Marie  delaFueilliez 
Evelyn  Demarais 
Theodore  Robert  Desjardins 
Ernest  Philip  Doucette 
Barbara  Jane  Doyle 
Edith  Mae  Driscoll 
Edith  Muriel  Duncan 
Roderick  Allerton  Dunn 
Lawrence  William  Dwyer 
Mildred  Doris  Dwyei 


Earl  Link  Ebeit 
Esther  Beda  Eklund 
Henry  Thomas  Fagnand,  Jr. 
Robert  Bates  Fisher 
Michael  Edward  Foley 
Russell  Raymond  Fontneau 
LaVonne  M.  Friberg 
Robert  Marshall  Fryefield 
Norman  Arthur  Gagnon 
Ellen  Jane  Gammell 
Eileen  Madeline  Gilbert 
Joseph  Henry  Gilbert 
Barbara  Hewes  Grant 
Henry  George  Guillette 
Virginia  Rose  Guillette 
Gordon  PTank  Hagerman 
Marcy  Elaine  Hammill 
Beverly  Chalmers  Haraden 
Barbara  Ann  Hayward 
Hope  Virginia  Hinchliffe 
Robert  Clarke  Holden 
Milton  Onesime  Jacques 
Francis  Elaine  Jewett 
Claire  Zelma  Johnson 
Irene  Virginia  Kirby 
Victor  Joseph  Johnson,  Jr. 
Louis  Daniel  Kelley 
Robert  Hayes  Kelley 
Donald  Francis  Kenton 
Alfred  Edward  LaCroix 
Beatrice  Laprise 
Eugene  Richard  Lavallee 
David  Nils  Lindell 
Luther  Dadman  Love  joy,  Jr. 
Richard  Donald  Lovenbury 
Ronald  Wardman  Lowe 
Marylou  Joan  Lynch 
Robert  Leonard  McCracken 
Elizabeth  Roberts  McDonald 
William  James  McNally,  Jr, 
Donald  McNary 
Eleana  Joan  Maland 
Mary  Rosalie  Marcoccio 
Gertrude  Miriam  Markman 
Roland  Hugh  Marland 
Hilda  Agnes  Martins 
Mary  Veronica  Martins 
Hazel  Mae  Mingo 
James  Francis  Mulligan 
Alice  Lucy  Mustillo 
Muriel  Elizebeth  Mutlow 
Ruth  Mildred  Nelson 
William  Strachan  Niquette 
Constance  Ann  O’Neill 
Phyllis  Marian  O’Neil 
June  Orr 

Lorraine  Dorothea  Palmer 
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Daniel  Richaid  Pedro 
Marion  Pedro 

Jacqueline  Cosette  Pelletier 
Virginia  Perry 
Theresa  Mary  Picchi 
August  John  Raposa 
Charles  Wilson  Reid,  Jr 
Irma  May  Reynolds 
Margaret  Mary  Reynolds 
Helen  Beverly  Rhyno 
John  Edwin  Ricker 
Ralph  Richmond  Rogers 
Arthur  Earl  Rollins 
John  Anthony  Ruggio 
Patsy  Anthony  Ruggio 
Norman  MacDonald  Sanborn 
Antonio  Santoas 
Kai  Ong  Seeto 
George  Hawley  Shaw 
Russell  Salter  Shaw,  Jr. 
Donald  Graham  Shields 
Robert  Andrew  Shields 
Florence  Elizabeth  Shockro 
Elizabeth  Ann  Silva 


John  Silva,  Jr. 

Manuel  Silvia,  Jr. 

Wallace  A.  Simmons 
Janet  Skinner 
James  Albert  Slain 
Lydia  Jeanette  Stansbury 
H.  Russell  Stevens,  Jr. 
Kenneth  Alton  Stone 
Mildred  Agnes  Stowe 
Raymond  Rogers  Sturdy,  Jr. 
John  Joseph  Teixeira 
Alfreda  Helen  Tetreault 
Robert  Edward  Trainor 
Virginia  Kelsey  Tuttle 
Virginia  Mae  tjhlig 
Clayton  Louis  Vickery 
Beatrice  Vieira 
Everett  Earl  Waldron 
Charles  Robert  Webb 
Mary  Jane  Wells 
Jane  Amelia  Wendell 
Elaine  Grej'^  Wilbur 
Doris  Yerbury 
Paul  Leo  Young 


GRADUATES 

BLISS  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Donald  Hopkins  Anderton 
Marie  Loretta  Arsenault 
Helen  Edizabeth  Barrows 
George  Byron  Bibeault 
Elizabeth  Gladys  Bliss 
Jessie  Margaret  Bliss 
Virginia  Catherine  Bowman 
Donald  Sanford  Brander 
Ruth  Marilyn  Brigham 
Audrey  Grant  Buchanan 
Edna  May  Cheswoith 
William  Sargent  Cole 
Alice  Lucette  Cooper 
Daisy  Cowan 

Helen  Theresa  Mary  Creeden 
Leona  Rita  Curtis 
Lillian  May  Drake 
Fern  Mae  Drown 
Raymond  Emile  Dube 
Marie  Alice  Fish 
Francis  Leroy  Fiske,  Jr. 
Lawrence  IMward  Elanagan 
Beatrice  Elizabeth  Fuller 
Rita  Ann  Gay 

Dorothy  Annie  May  Godfrey 
Virginia  Elwell  Gough 
Carolyn  Muriel  Grayson 
Roy  ETancis  Hagerty,  Jr. 
Eleanor  Ann  Haley 
Eleanor  Irene  Halliley 
James  Elilmer  Hanson,  Jr. 


Phyllis  June  Haskell 
Eleanor  Agnes  Hickey 
Janet  Himes 

Edmund  Warren  Hocking 
Marjorie  Edith  Hughes 
Barbara  Ruth  Johnson 
Roger  Merle  Johnson 
Margery  Stanley  Joyce 
Wallace  Alden  Kelley 
Earl  Goddard  Kiff 
Henry  Smith  Knowles 
Walter  Septimus  LaMay 
Raymond  Ernest  Lambert 
Mary  LaMontagne 
Carl  John  Lawson 
Gilbert  Victor  Lee 
Oscar  Joseph  Lefebvre 
Robert  Edward  Leventhal 
Barney  Francis  Lynch 
Robert  Earl  McCall 
Albert  George  Maltais 
Adeline  Carolyn  Marcinkoski 
Doris  Irene  Martin 
Sylvia  E'stelle  Miller 
Elizabeth  Mary  Mulkern 
Ruth  Elizabeth  Naismith 
Martha  Lillian  Edna  Nickerson 
Christy  Michael  Nitso 
Mary  Agnes  O’Brien 
Neil  Marron  Thomas  O’Donnell 
Edwin  George  Pacheco 
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Barbara  Elsie  Pitts 
Donald  Randall  Purdy 
Elsie  Grant  Robbins 
Edna  Cecile  Robinson 
Giace  Sylvia  Rosenberg 
Lillian  Jean  Salley 
Walter  Carpenter  Scanlon 


Albert  Joseph  Siegfried 
Virginia  Ruth  Spooner 
Bettina  Anna  Timbrell 
Geoige  Withered  Tingley 
William  Arnold  Tingley 
Carlton  Leonard  Withered 
Joseph  James  Wright,  Jr. 


GRADUATES 

FINBERG  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Irene  Aussant 

Beatrice  Josephine  Bienvenue 
Thomas  Peter  Bolton 
Exilia  Clara  Brodeiir 
Agnes  Campbell 
Vivian  Jean  Carufel 
Kenneth  James  Charest 
Theresa  Antoinette  Cloutier 
Bertha  Mae  Cotnoir 
Shirley  Elizabeth  Cotnoir 
Stephen  Holla  Garner,  Jr. 
Elsie  Jeanette  Gorman 


John  Thomas  Head 
Raymond  Patrick  Head 
Doris  Lois  Holland 
Lawrence  Everett  Hoyle 
Ruth  Blanche  LaPalme 
Kenneth  Ellsworth  Maynard 
Katherine  Agnes  Murray 
Frederick  Bernard  Parker 
Rita  Delina  Plante 
Florence  Amanda  Proulx 
Charles  Robert  Rapoza 
Doris  Trahan 


GRADUATES 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL— GRADE  VIII 


Robert  Irwin  Allard 
Albert  Almeida 
Walter  Anacko 
Chalres  Warren  Balsei 
Clifford  Morice  Bergeron 
Catherine  Agnes  Blythe 
Gertrude  Myrtle  Boyer 
Charles  Robert  Brogan 
John  Kenneth  Butterworth 
Anna  Elizabeth  Case 
Anna  May  Charron 
Berkley  Stanton  Davis 
George  Vernette  Evans 
Betty  Cameron  Firth 
William  Everett  Frizzed 
Estelle  Froment 
Annie  Gavlick 
Josephine  Gavlick 
Lucy  Catherine  Geraghty 
George  Lawrence  Green 
Veronica  Madeline  Habershaw 
John  Halko 
Mary  Frances  Hanna 
Louis  Thomas  Hayes 
Norma  Louise  Hicks 
Wanda  Pauline  Kozinska 


Bertha  Kubat 
Lucille  Rita  Labonte 
Yvonne  Yvette  Labonte 
Isabel  Ann  Lackowicz 
Plorence  Marie  Laliberte 
Alfred  Edward  Laperle 
Mary  Irene  Sarah  Lapointe 
Emma  Nettie  Long 
Jean  Lura  Kent  Lyon 
Lucille  Theresa  McConvide 
Josephine  Machowski 
Stanley  Machowski 
John  Robert  Monse 
Virginia  Rose  Monse 
Richard  Morris 
Emily  Mary  Narkiewicz 
Burnett  William  Norton 
George  David  Norton 
Noella  Amanda  Ouellette 
Marion  Rose  Rust 
Eileen  Sanna 
James  Silva 
Josephine  Alice  Sokol 
Morris  Albert  Vanasse 
Ruth  Marilyn  Wade 
Francis  Joseph  Wims 
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Report  of  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures 


Sealed  Sealed 


Con- 

demned 


Dan  O’Connell 

Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measuers 

February  1,  1940 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 

Attleboro,  Mass., 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  respectively  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 

Not 

Adjusted 

Platform  over  10,000  lbs 

Platform  100  to  5,000  lbs 10 

Counter  under  100  Its 

Beam  100  lbs.  or  over 

Spring  100  lbs.  or  over 

Spring  under  100  lbs 29 

Computing  under  100  lbs 32 

Personal  Weighing  (Slot) 

Prescription 

Jewelers’ 

Avoirdupois 14 

Metric 

Troy 

Vehicle  Tanks 

Liquid  over  1 gal 

Liquid  1 gal.  or  less 

Dry 

Meters  I In.  Inlet 75 

Meters  over  1 In.  Inlet 

Gasoline  Pumps 

Oil  Measuring  Pumps 

Quan.  Meas.  on  Pumps 14 

Yard  Sticks 


Sealing  Fees $231 .03 

1 jic0iis0s 

Special  City — 15  ® $25.00 375.00 

City  License — 14  @ $5.00 70.00 

License  Plates — 11  @ $.50 7.0J 

Reweighings  of  coal  in  transit,  coal  in  bags,  butter,  potatoes,  onions,  sugar 
lard,  grain,  confectioner^^  fruit,  vegetables,  flour,  kindling  wood  and  other  com- 
modities were  made. 

The  Division  of  Standards  heavy  scale  testing  equipment  as  well  as  bulk 
station  testing  tank  made  annual  test  and  inspections  of  various  business  firms 
in  the  city.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Dan  O’Connell, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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John  B.  Stenberg 
Chairman 


Paul  H.  Weiss 


Norman  J.  Stone 


Report  of  Board  of 
Public  Welfare 


Frederick  J.  Franz 
Almoner 


January  30,  1C 40 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council, 

Attleboro,  Massachusetts, 

Gentlemen : 

In  compliance  with  the  City  Ordinance,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Welfare  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1C39  is  herewith  submitted. 


Salaries- 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  with  an  average  case  load  during  the  past 
year  of  772,  the  present  investigating  force  is  inadequate  to  do  a thorough  jol). 
We  believe  that  a more  frequent  investigation  of  all  Welfare  Department  cases 
would  result  in  a substantial  saving  to  the  City.  Therefore,  we  are  recommending 
an  appropriation  to  cover  the  salary  of  an  additional  visitor  at  $16.00  per  week 
which  shall  be  taken  from  Federal  Funds. 

Administration 

It  is  the  plan  of  the  Board  this  yeai  as  in  the  pievious  year  to  pay  all  Ad- 
ministration costs  from  the  Federal  funds,  except  the  'kransportation  cost,  amount- 
ing to  $2,000.00  for  truck  hire.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  trucking  work  can 
be  done  more  efficiently  with  oui  own  truck  and  still  have  some  time  available 
in  the  use  of  the  truck  for  rubbish  collection  and  disposal,  using  in  connection 
therewith  Welfare  Department  labor,  at  little  or  no  extra  cost  to  the  City. 
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In  December  of  laet  year  this  Department  purchased  a Willey’s  sedan  at 
$561.18  for  use  of  the  investigatois  to  replace  a car  rented  at  $30.00  per  month. 
The  Board  believes  that  from  the  short  time  this  cai  has  been  in  use  it  will  greatly 
help  the  investigation  work  and  also  decidedly  cut  the  cost  of  that  foim  of  trans- 
poitation. 


City  Infirmary 

Several  economies  have  been  effected  in  the  operation  of  the  City  Infirmary. 
With  the  large  supply  of  hurricane  wood  available,  wood  is  being  burned  this  year 
instead  of  coal.  A fire  exit  has  been  cut  through  from  the  men’L  sleeping  quarters 
to  the  main  building,  eliminating  in  part,  at  least,  a fire  hazard  which  has  existed 
there  for  years.  In  addition,  several  minor  improvements  such  as  new  linoleum 
and  paint  in  the  interior  of  the  building  have  been  made.  We  feel  that  a further 
study  should  be  made  this  j^ear  of  the  water  supply  as  the  well  went  dry  during 
the  drought  of  the  past  Fall. 

Since  September  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  inmates  has  been  cut  to  seven 
dollars  per  week  per  inmate,  a reduction  of  one  dollar  per  person  in  the  rate  set  by 
the  Municipal  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  is  believed  that  the 
operation  of  the  Infirmary  can  be  satisfactorily  conducted  on  the  basis  of  further 
reduction  of  six  dollars  per  week  per  head,  if  we  cany  out  our  present  plan  of 
having  a garden  as  a work  relief  project  and  we  provide  a cow  to  reduce  the  milk 
cost.  Material  from  the  barn  that  was  destroyed  by  the  hurricane  has  been  used 
to  rebuild  a shed  and  a small  barn  for  the  cow.  if  such  purchase  materializes. 
All  of  these  accomplishments  have  been  made  within  the  per  capita  rate  as 
specified  by  the  Municipal  Council  and  reduced  by  the  Board  in  September  1939. 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

For  the  first  year  since  the  inauguration  of  this  phase  of  relief  the  gross  cost 
for  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  was  decreased  by  $1,050.00.  This  saving  was 
accomplished  by  a more  thorough  investigation  of  the  history  of  each  family 
previous  to  the  death  of  the  bread  winner  or  provider.  In  no  case  is  the  amount 
of  aid  rendered  greater  than  the  income  to  the  family  before  they  became  eligible 
for  this  form  of  relief.  This  decrease  we  consider  very  significant  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  Department  has  steadily  shown  more  than  a twenty-five  per  cent 
increase  yearly. 


Old  Age  Assistance 

It  has  been  proved  in  other  communities  that  the  only  way  substantial  savings 
in  this  constantly  increasing  form  of  relief  can  be  effected — which  with  us  averages 
about  fifteen  per  cent  annually — is  by  the  most  energetic  and  persistent  investiga- 
tion, in  order  to  detect  promptly  the  varying  outside  sources  of  income.  With 
this  primarily  in  mind  the  Board  has  recommended  an  additional  investigator. 
In  order  to  obtain  as  accurate  information  as  possible  from  those  legally  responsi- 
ble for  the  support  of  their  parents,  we  have  inaugurated  this  past  year  the  use  of 
an  affidavit  which  we  require  signed  under  oath  by  a Notary. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  there  should  be  no  real  estate  tax  abatements 
made  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  persons  aided  by  this  Department  without 
consultation  with  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  It  is  our  position  that  in 
most  cases  our  budget  figure  includes  a rent  item  which  is  sufficient  to  provide 
for  tax  requirements  in  lieu  of  rent.  If  the  budget  is  not  sufficient  there  is  a 
definite  saving  to  the  General  Funds  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  to  have  the  Welfare 
budget  increased  rather  than  the  tax  abated.  It  is  oui  recommendation  that  this 
matter  be  thoroughly  studied  during  the  coming  year  before  abatements  are 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
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Outside  Relief 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  Board  that  the  greatest  single  achievement  has  been 
accomplished  in  this  form  of  relief  by  the  granting  of  payments  of  cash  instead  of 
food  vouchers,  and  the  beginning  of  the  Attleboro  Work  Relief  Program.  No  able 
bodied  peison  within  the  confines  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  should  be  allowed  to 
suffer  foi  want  of  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  no  able 
bodied  person  should  obtain  aid  from  the  City  of  Attleboro  without  working  foi 
it,  if  possible.  Several  projects  have  been  started  throughout  the  City  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  by  labor  from  the  Soldiers  Relief 
and  this  Department,  which  has  been  of  benefit  to  the  City  and  which  would  not 
have  been  accomplished  without  the  inauguration  of  this  program.  It  has  even 
been  of  a greater  value  however  to  the  morale  of  the  individual  The  various 
Department  heads  of  the  City  Government  have  spoken  favorably  of  the  im- 
proved attitude  of  mind  and  general  efficiency  of  the  workers  from  our  rolls  since 
this  plan  has  been  in  force.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  a total  of  ap- 
proximately three  thousand  checks  which  have  been  issued  under  the  category  of 
Outside  Relief  there  has  been  only  one  complaint  made  to  this  office  as  to  the 
improper  handling  of  funds  on  the  part  of  the  recipients. 

The  Department  has  eliminated  all  supplemental  aid  to  W.  P.  A.  workers, 
except  in  families  of  six  and  over,  where  we  do  pay  rent.  This  same  basis  is  now 
in  force  for  all  Outside  Relief  budget  requirements,  and  has  resulted  in  a sizable 
saving  to  the  City.  It  might  have  worked  a more  serious  hardship  on  recipients, 
however,  if  the  voucher  system  had  been  continued.  It  has  been  determined 
that  by  careful  use  of  cash,  the  recipient  has  been  able  to  increase  his  purchasing 
power  by  ten  per  cent.  The  Board  of  Public  Welfare  is  unanimously  and  strongly 
of  the  opinion  that  this  policy  should  be  maintained  and  extended  in  all  possible 
instances. 

The  general  health  phase  of  this  and  other  forms  of  relief  have  developed 
during  the  years  into  quite  a serious  problem.  This  past  year  a preliminary 
study  of  the  problem  with  the  hospital  authoiities  and  a committee  of  the  doctors 
and  the  City  Physician  has  resulted  in  a considerable  saving  of  over  $5,000.00  in 
Outside  Relief  alone.  It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Board  that  the  whole  general 
problem  needs  much  further  study  in  order  that  welfare  recipients  may  be  assured 
of  adequate  medical  care  and  the  taxpayer  may  be  assured  of  the  greatest  economy 
without  injury  to  any  one  affected.  As  a result  of  our  study  of  this  problem  we 
require  the  City  Physician  to  be  responsible  for  all  forms  of  welfare  care  as  pre- 
scribed in  the  City  Ordinance  and  a large  part  of  the  prescriptions  have  been 
assumed  by  the  City  Physician. 

Case  load  on  Outside  Relief  month  by  month  during  the  last  two  years : 


1938 

1939 

January 

293 

240 

February 

326 

272 

March 

301 

263 

April 

263 

260 

May 

280 

219 

June 

291 

167 

July 

296 

165 

August 

265 

156 

September 

227 

139 

October 

214 

138 

November 

203 

131 

December 

218 

142 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  total  case  load  is  smaller  each  month  this  year  than 
last.  But  this  year’s  figures  do  not  include  those  from  the  Department  on  the 
Work  Relief  Project.  Iffie  fact  that  the  figures  show  a smaller  number  being 
aided  is  due,  of  course,  in  part  to  better  business  conditions,  and  it  is  also  true 
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that  the  welfare  allowance  was  smaller  and  that  work  was  required  for  aid  re- 
cieved.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the  Board  that  these  facts  contributed  substantially 
to  a greater  desire  in  many  cases  on  the  part  of  lecipients  to  seek  private  employ- 
ment and  also  are  a contributing  factor  for  the  smaller  case  load. 


W.  P.  A.  Sewing  Project 

In  this  Department  economy  has  been  effected  during  the  past  year  largely 
due  to  a decrease  in  the  cost  of  mateiial  which  was  made  possible  through  the 
efforts  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  Board  has  requested  a larger  appropriation 
for  the  coming  year  in  view  of  a request  from  W.  P.  A.  for  six  additional  women 
and  the  assumption  that  the  project  for  the  coming  yeai  will  be  that  much  larger. 

The  Board  appreciates  the  whole-hearted  cooperation  given  by  His  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  the  City  Council  and  all  other  City  Departments  throughout  the 
entire  year  which  has  made  it  possible  to  piovide  sufficiently  for  the  needs  of 
every  case  during  the  entire  year  at  substantially  less  cost  to  the  City  of  Attleboro. 
A detailed  statement  of  leceipts  and  expenditures  foi  the  entire  year  for  this 
Department  is  attached. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Board  of  Public  Welfare. 
John  B.  Stenberg,  Chairman 
Norman  J.  Stone 
Paul  H.  Weiss 
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Salaries — Almoner,  3 Clerks,  2 Visitors $ 7,272.00 

Administration — Other  Expenses 1 ,800 . 00 

City  Infirmary 6,404.71 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 35,358.54 

Outside  Relief 81,355.82 

Old  Age  Assistance 90,170.24 

W.  P.  A.  Sewing  Project 4,480.00 

New  Equipment  Account 800 . 00 


Total  Appropiiation 227,641.31 

Total  Expenditures 222,687 . 27 


Unexpended  Balance 

Total  Expenses  for  Administration — Salaries 7,272.00 

Total  Expenses  for  Administration — Other  Expenses  . 5,013. 16 

Total  Expenses  for  City  Infirmary — Salaries 1,400.00 

Total  Expenses  for  City  Infirmary — Other  Expenses  . 5,004.02 

Total  Expenses  for  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 40,271 .24 

Total  Expenses  for  Outside  Relief 79,289.34 

Total  Expenses  for  Old  Age  Assistance 160,834.39 

Total  Expenses  for  W.  P.  A.  Sewing  Project 3,967.56 

Total  Expenses  for  New  Equipment  Account 561 . 18 


4,954.04 


Total  Expenses  for  1939 


$303,612.89 
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DETAIL  OF  APPROPRIATIONS 
Administration^ — Salaries 

Almoner $ 1 ,800 . 00 

Chief  Clerk 1,300.00 

2nd  Clerk 936.00 

3rd  Clerk 900.00 

Visitor — 1st 1,400.00 

Visitor — 2nd 926.00 

Total  Appiopriation 7,272.00 

Total  Expenditures 7,272.00 

Balance .00 

Administration — Other  Expenses 

Appropriation 1,800.00 

Expenditures 1 , 794 . 40 

Balance 5.60 

Federal  Old  Age  Assistance  Administration  Account 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1939 210.85 

P'edeial  checks  received  in  1939 2,513.66 

Total 2,724.51 

Expenditures 2,582 . 18 

Balance 142.33 

Federal  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Administration 

Appropi  iation 725.94 

Expenditures 636 . 58 

Balance 89.36 

City  Inlirmary 

Appropriation 3,400.78 

Additional  Appropriation  Aue.  1,  1939 1,603.93 

Total  Appropriation 5,004.71 

Total  Expenditures 5,004 . 02 

Balance .69 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Account 

Appropriation 35,000.00 

Refunds 135.40 

T otal  Appropriation 35,135.40 

Total  Expenditures 34,489.05 


Balance 


646.35 
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Federal  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Grant 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1939 773.60 

Federal  checks  received  in  1939 7,809.26 

Total 8,582.86 

Expenditures 5,782 . 19 — Cash 

Balance 2,800.67 

Outside  Relief  Account 

A ppropriation 80,000 . 00 

Transferred  to  Special  Labor  Account  July  10,  1939.  . 6,500.00 

73.500.00 

Refunds 401.53 

Total  Appropriation 73,901 . 53 

Total  Expenditures 73,732.80 

Balance 168.73 

Outside  Relief  Account  Chapter  58 

Appropriation 7,466.00 

Expenditures 5, 556 . 54 

Balance 1,909.46 

Outside  Relief  Account — 1938  Bills 

Appropriation  Feb.  21,  1939  for  1938  bills 583.57 

Aug.  1,  1939  for  1938  bills 
1508.41  and  $75.16 

Expenditures 583 . 57 

Balance .00 

Old  Age  Assistance  Account 

Appropriation 90,000.00 

Transferred  to  New  Equipment  Account 800.00 

Dec.  19,  1939 

89.200.00 

Paid  to  State 401.66 

88,798.34 

Refunds 1,371.90 

Total  Appropriation 90, 1 70 . 24 

Total  Expenditures 88,881.78 


Balance 


1,288.46 
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Federal  Old  Age  Assistance  Grant 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1930 388.31 

Federal  checks  received  in  1939 75,411.54 


Total 75,799.85 

Expenditures 71,952.61 — Cash 


Balance 


3,847.24 


W.  P.  A.  Sewing  Project 


Appropriation 4,480.00 

Expenditures 3,967 . 56 

Balance 512.44 


New  Equipment  Account 

Appropriation 800 . 00 

Expenditures 561.18 


Balance 238.82 


DETAIL  OF  EXPENDITURES 
Administration — Other  Expenses 

Transportation,  Outside  Relief 1,794.40 


Federal  Old  Age  Assistance  Administration  Account 


Office  Supplies 926 . 94 

Transportation 1 ,223 . 33 

Rent 315.00 

Telephone 106.96 

Light.... 9.95 


Total  Expended 


2,582.18 


Federal  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Administration 


Rent 225.00 

Light 8.91 

Telephone 56.81 

Office  Supplies 345 . 86 


Total  Expended 


636.58 


City  Infirmary — Other  Expenses 


Medical 97.48 

Food  Supplies 3,596.91 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 278.14 

Fuel 234.93 

Light 142.41 

Phone 49.01 

Other  House  Maint.  and  Oper 456 . 95 

Outbuildings  Maint.  and  Oper 145.19 

Transportation 3.00 


Total  Expended 


5,004.02 


146 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Outside  Relief  Account 

Weekly  Cash 13,504.54 

Clothing 2,745 . 71 

Fuel 4,239.98 

Rent,  Board,  Care 40,840.22 

Medical 6,353.63 

Towns,  Cities  and  Institutions 5,248.72 

Burials 800 . 00 


Total  Expended 73,732.80 

Outside  Relief  Account  Chapter  58 

Weekly  Cash 491.50 

Rent,  Board  and  Care 2,747 . 68 

Clothing 254 . 29 

Fuel 489.76 

Medical 680.35 

Towns,  Cities  and  Institutions 492.96 

Burials 400 . 00 


Total  Expended 5,556.54 

W.  P.  A.  Sewing  Project 

Rent 540 . 00 

Rent,  Electric  Sewing  Machines 120.00 

Repairs  on  Sewing  Machines 41.00 

Cost  of  Material 3,086 . 50 

Supplies  and  Equipment 79.38 

Light 100.68 


Total  Expended 3,967.56 

BILLS  RECEIVABLE 

Committed  1939 

Cities  and  Towns $ 6,141.43 

State 96,979.39 


$103,120.82 

Collected  from 

Cities  and  Towns $ 4,363.86 

State 93,273.24 


$ 97,637.10 

Additional  Receipts  from  State  and  Cities  and  Towns  for  Bills  Com- 
mitted in  Previous  Years $ 7,087  46 

Total  Number  of  Cases  in  1939.  . . 975  Individuals 2725 

CAUSES  OF  DEPENDENCY 

Unemployment 195 

Insufficient  Income 135 

Chronic  Illness 63 

Desertion,  Non-Support 29 

Widows 40 

Old  Age 513 


975 


Harold  E.  Sweet 
President 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 


The  Attleborough  Hospital 

OPERATING  THE 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital 


FOR  THE  CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
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Superintendent — MISS  G.  G.  RICE,  R,  N, 


OFFICERS 

HAROLD  E.  SWEET,  President 

ALBERTA  REMINGTON  CARPENTER,  Vice-President 

FRED  L.  WETHERELL,  Tieasurei 

JOHN  E,  TURNER,  Clerk  and  Assistant  Treasurer 


TRUSTEES 


H.  Dean  Baker 
Lloyd  G.  Balfour 
William  H,  Bannon 
Fred  E.  Briggs 
Alberta  R.  Carpenter 
Joshua  W.  Clarke,  M.  D, 
Blanche  Daggett 
Rosella  Mason 
Joseph  Finberg 
Stephen  H.  Foley 
Ernest  D.  Gilmore 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
William  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D. 
Raymond  M.  Horton 
Walter  M.  Kendall 


Etta  F.  Kent 
Annie  G.  King 
William  J.  Luther 
Geneva  E.  Murphy 
Frederick  V.  Murph}%  M.  D. 
Rev,  James  M.  Quinn 
Edgar  A.  Remington 
Haiold  K.  Richardson 
Gertrude  F.  Ryder 
Alice  H.  Stobbs 
Samuel  M,  Stone 
Florence  M.  Sweet 
Harold  E.  Sweet 
Edwin  F.  Thayer 
Beatrice  W.  Wilmarth 


THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS— 1940 

Joseph  Finberg  William  J.  Luther 

Edwin  F.  Thayer  Samuel  M.  Stone 

Victor  R.  Glencross  Harold  E.  Sweet 

These  latter  with  the  following  ex-officio  members.  Mayor  John  W.  McIntyre, 
Francis  S.  Manchester,  representing  the  Municipal  Council,  and  William  Mar- 
shall, City  Treasurer,  constitute  the  administrative  board  of  the  hospital. 

TRAINING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  FOR  NURSES 

Mrs.  Esther  Stone,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Nettie  Gilmore  Thomas  O.  Mullaly 

Mrs.  Gertrude  F.  Ryder  Claude  Smith 

Miss  Irene  Battey  Mrs.  Lillian  Briggs 

Mrs.  Margaret  Armstrong 
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CONSULTING  STAFF 


Surgeons 

Harry  H.  Germain,  M.  D 

Wyman  Whittemore,  M.  D 

Channing  C.  Simmons,  M.  D 

Leland  S.  McKittrick,  M.  D 

Arthur  R,  Kimpton,  M.  D 

Gilbert  Horrax,  M.  D 


479  Commonwealth  Ave,,  Boston 

199  Beacon  St.,  Boston 

205  Beacon  St.,  Boston 

205  Beacon  St.,  Boston 

. ...  23  Bay  State  Road,  Boston 
.605  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 


Medical 


Herman  F.  Vickery,  M.  D 26  Chestnut  St.,  Brookline 

*Richaid  C.  Cabot,  M.  D 101  Brattle  St.,  Cambridge 

Charles  H.  Lawrence,  M.  D 520  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

Cadis  Phipps,  M.  D 587  Beacon  St.,  Boston 

Wyman  Richardson,  M.  D 264  Beacon  St.,  Boston 

Garnet  P.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Bristol  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Attleboro,  Mass. 


SPECIALISTS 


Gynecologists 

Frederick  W.  Johnson,  M.  D 167  Newbury  St.,  Boston 

Louis  E,  Phaneuf,  M.  D 270  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 


Urologists 

Ernest  G.  Crabtree,  M.  D 

James  B.  Hicks,  M.  D 


99  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 
1101  Beacon  St.,  Boston 


Obstetrician 

Frederick  C.  Irving,  M.  D 


221  Longwood  Ave.,  Boston 


Orthopedic  Surgeons 

Charles  F'.  Painter,  M.  D 520  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

John  G.  Kuhns,  M.  D 372  Marlborough  St.,  Boston 


Nose,  Throat  and  Ear 

George  Loring  Tobey,  M.  D 270  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 


Ophthalmologist 

Edwin  Blakeslee  Dunphy,  M.  D 101  Bay  State  Road,  Boston 


Douglas  A.  Thom,  M.  D. 


Neurologist 

520  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 


Sylvester  McGinn,  M.  D, 


Cardiologist 

270  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 


Pediatrician 

Henry  E.  Utter,  M.  D 122  Waterman  St.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Consulting  Radiologist 

Arial  W.  George,  M.  D 43  Bay  State  Road,  Boston 

Consulting  Pathologists 

Timothy  Leary,  M.  D 818  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston 

John  F.  Kenney,  M.  D 206  Broadway,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
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VISITING  STAFF  OF  THE  STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 
Staff  Organization  January,  1940 


James  H.  Brewster,  M.  D President 

William  O.  Hewitt,  M,  D Vice-President 

Herbert  G.  Vaughan,  M.  D Secretary-Tieasuier 

Surgical  Staff 

John  A.  Reese,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C,  S Chief  of  Staff 

H.  living  Bixby,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C.  S Associate  Surgeon 

James  A.  Bryer,  M.  D Associate  Surgeon 


W.  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D. 
C.  S.  Ford,  M.  D. 

M.  E.  Johnson,  M.  D. 


Assistant  Surgeons 

H.  G.  Vaughan,  M.  D. 
Leo  Varden,  M.  D, 

C.  J.  DePrizio,  M.  D. 

D.  J.  Kiley,  M.  D. 


Herbert  Lowell  Rich,  M. 
J.  H.  Brewster,  I\I.  D, 
W.  M.  Stobbs,  M.  D. 
L.  W.  Hill.  M.  D. 


Medical  Staff 

D Chief  of  Staff 

L Altman,  M.  D, 

R.  G.  Ockert,  M.  D. 

H,  F.  Harrington,  M,  D. 

E.  S.  Ward,  M.  D. 


Obstetrical  Staff 

J.  W.  Clarke,  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

W.  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D Associate  Chief 

L,  Varden,  M,  D.  H.  F,  Harrington,  M.  D, 

L.  W.  Hill,  M.  D.  R.  G.  Ockert,  M.  D. 

Edith  Kerkhoff,  M.  D. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Staff 

Arthur  C.  Conro,  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

H.  I.  Bixby,  M.  D,,  F.  A.  C.  S.  James  Holoff,  M.  D, 

R.  P.  Kent,  M.  D.  H.  G.  Vaughan,  M.  D. 


Anesthesia  Staff 

F.  V.  Murphy,  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

Dr.  J.  W.  Battershall  Leonard  W.  Hill,  M.  D. 

X-Ray  Department 

Edward  B.  Perkins,  M.  D Chief  of  Staff 

Daniel  J.  Kiley,  M.  D Assistant  Radiologist 

Physiotherapy  Department 

W,  O.  Hewitt,  M.  D Head  of  Department 

Laboratory 

James  H,  Brewster,  M.  D Pathologist  and  Director 


Dental  Department 

Walter  E.  Briggs,  D.  M.  D Chief  Dentist 

Anderson  S,  Briggs,  D.  M.  D Assistant  Dentist 

Efficiency  Committee 

John  A.  Reese,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  C.  S Chairman 

Ralph  P,  Kent,  M.  D Secretary 


Herbert  Lowell  Rich,  M,  D. 

Records  Committee 
Leonard  W.  Hill,  M.  D. 
Raymond  G.  Ockert,  M.  D. 
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Courtesy  Staff 

Elmer  W.  Clarke,  M.  D. 

Fernand  L.  Girouard,  M.  D. 

Michael  E.  Vance,  M.  D. 

Mitchell  Wasserman,  M.  D. 


Charles  E.  Roderick,  M.  D, 
Max  Bennett,  M.  D. 

Benoni  M.  Latham,  M.  D. 
Joseph  H.  Colman,  M.  D. 


Superintendent  of  Hospital  and  School  of  Nursing 
Gwendolyn  G,  Rice,  R.  N. 


Assistant  Superintendent  of  Hospital  and  School  of  Nursing 
Katherine  V.  Lloyd,  R.  N. 


Night  Supervisor 
Mabel  A.  Johnson,  R.  N. 

Operating  Rooms 

Supervisor — Helen  Webb,  R.  N.  Assistant — Mabel  Love,  R.  N. 

Surgical  Department 

Supervisor — Effie  B.  Brooks,  R.  N. 

Head  Nurse — Brita  E,  Marsland,  R,  N. 

Obstetrical  Department 
Supervisor— Louise  M.  Carlin,  R.  N. 

Head  Nurse — Gladys  M.  Anderson,  R.  N. 


Pediatric  Department 
Supervisor — Doris  E.  Rooney,  R.  N. 

Instructors 

Iris  A.  Jette,  R.  N.,  B,  S.  Ruby  J.  Gordon,  A.  B.,  R.  N. 


Technicians 

Physiotherapy  and  X-Ray — Anna  M.  Moore,  B.  N. 
Laboratory- — Mar.'oiie  F,  Grant,  Ik  S. 

Assistant— Marion  M.  Waldron,  R.  N. 

Dietitian 
Emma  Pillsbury 

Record  Librarian 
Clara  H.  Rhodes,  R.  R.  L. 

Bookkeeper 
Pauline  F.  Johnson 
Assistant — Virginia  M.  Waldron 

Housekeeper 
]\Irs.  Luella  Lee 


Switchboard  Operators 
Ruth  M.  Abbott 
Catheiine  Maguire 


VISITING  COMMITTEE  1939 
January:  Mis.  Esther  Stone  and  Claude  C.  Smith 

February:  Harold  E.  Sweet  and  Mis.  Marion  P.  Carter 

March:  Edwin  F.  Leach  and  Mrs.  Lillian  Briggs 

April:  Raymond  M.  Horton  and  William  J.  Luther 

May:  Ernest  D.  Gilmore  and  Mrs.  Gertrude  F.  Ryder 

June:  Miss  Blanche  Dagget  and  IMrs.  Alberta  Carpenter 

July:  Edwin  F.  Thayer  and  John  E.  Turner 

August:  Victor  R.  Glencross  and  Thomas  O.  Mullaly 

September:  Harry  Holbrook  and  Mrs.  Beatrice  W.  Wilmarth 

October:  Joseph  Finberg  and  Mrs.  Tilda  B.  Stone 

November:  Fred  E.  Sturdy  and  Mrs.  Maude  F.  Tweedy 

December:  Mrs.  Gertrude  H.  Sweet  and  Mrs.  Rosella  Mason 
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History  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  .Hospital 

By  a generous  clause  in  the  will  of  Mrs.  Ellen  A.  Winsor,  the  homestead 
estate  of  her  father,  the  late  James  H.  Sturdy,  was  bequeathed  to  the  Town  of 
Attleborough  to  be  used  for  a general  hospital,  in  memory  of  James  H.  and  Adah 
S.  Sturdy.  In  addition  to  this  gracious  act,  Mrs.  Winsor  placed  her  residuary 
estate  in  a permanent  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  Albert  W.  and  Ellen  A.  Winsor 
Fund,  to  be  held  in  trust,  the  income  only  thereof  to  be  used  to  assist  in  the 
maintenance  of  said  hospital.  The  original  gift  of  real  estate  known  as  the 
Sturdy  Foundation,  is  valued  at  $30,000  and  the  personal  property  left  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Winsor,  known  as  the  Winsor  Foundation,  is  valued  at  $93,000.00. 

The  location  for  such  an  institution  was  ideal,  birt  to  prepare  the  property 
for  modern  hospital  work  required  the  expenditure  of  a larger  sum  of  money 
than  the  town  officials  felt  warranted  at  this  time  in  asking  the  citizens  to  ap- 
propriate. At  this  crisis  the  Attleborough  Hospital,  a corporation  organized 
under  the  Massachusetts  laws,  came  forward  and  offered  to  take  the  property 
in  trust,  reconstruct  the  home  house,  build  new  additions,  erect  in  connection 
therewith  a modern  operating  wing,  equip  the  whole  plant,  and  open  the  institu- 
tion as  a general  hospital  to  be  known  as  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  Town  of  Attleboro  at  a special  meeting  held  May  14,  1912,  accepted 
the  offer  of  the  Attleborough  Hospital,  and  in  .due  time  placed  the  property  in 
question  in  trust  with  said  corporation. 

The  work  of  reconstruction  and  new  building  was  commenced  in  July,  1912» 
and  on  April  14,  1913,  after  an  expenditure  of  something  over  $30,000,  the  hospital 
was  opened. 

Again  in  July,  1914,  another  addition  was  made,  known  as  the  Nurses’ 
Home,  with  provisions  also  for  maternity  cases,  thus  making  30  beds  as  the  total 
capacity  of  the  hospital,  being  largely  possible  because  of  a gift  of  $10,000  from  the 
late  Fannie  M.  Tappan.  The  total  cost  of  this  addition  was  appr-oximately 
$18,000,  and  the  balance  was  pr’ovided  from  income  from  trust  accounts  and 
individual  gifts. 

In  1922  Joseph  L.  Sweet,  President  of  the  Attlebor'ough  Hospital  since  its 
beginning,  pr'ovided  for  the  erection  of  a $125,000  fireproof  addition  to  be  known 
as  the  klorence  Hayward  Sweet  Maternity  Building,  and  adding  21  beds  to  the 
capacity  of  the  hospital.  This  addition  was  opened  June  4,  1923,  and  the  gift 
included  a new  plant  and  boiler  house  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  lot  back  of  the 
irresent  Nurses’  Home,  pr-oviding  the  steam  and  heating  and  other  needs  of  the 
whole  hospital. 

With  the  realization  that  its  facilities  were  being  taxed  to  the  limit  and  the 
needs  of  a substantial  addition  pr-essing,  the  Board  of  IManagers,  in  the  fall  of 
1924,  voted  to  undertake  a campaign  for  additional  funds.  With  an  enthusiasm 
orr  the  part  of  the  subscribers  and  workers  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our  com- 
munity, this  campaign  was  brought  to  a successful  conclusion  on  February  9, 
1925  with  total  pledges  of  over  $392,000,  the  objective  having  been  $300,000.00. 

The  Sturdy  Homestead,  formerly  the  main  hospital  was  relocated  in  the 
rear  of  the  Nurses’  Home,  giving  much  needed  additional  accommodation  for 
nurses,  and  a three  story,  sixty-five  room,  buff  brick  and  stone,  moderrr  hospital 
building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  hospital. 

The  new  unit  reached  such  a point  of  completiorr  as  to  permit  of  the  r egistra- 
tion  of  the  first  patient  therein  on  July  25,  1920.  On  September-  30th  the  building 
was  thrown  open  for  inspection  by  the  public,  arrd  while  no  formal  exercises  were 
attempted,  in  the  evening  a dinner  was  given  to  the  local  and  consultirrg  staffs, 
with  an  especially  splerrdid  repr-esentation  of  the  latter  who  were  exceedingly 
gener-ous  in  their  commendation  of  the  entire  hospital  plant  and  its  equipment, 
highly  significant,  coming  from  professional  men  who  have  frequerrt  contacts  with 
the  ver-y  best  hospital  facilities  in  the  country. 
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death  of  Joseph  L.  Sweet  in  July,  1932,  ended  the  services  of  one  who  has 
been  active  in  the  management  and  expansion  of  the  hospital  from  its  beginning. 
For  more  than  twenty  years,  he  was  president  of  the  corporation,  and  to  that 
office  he  brought  not  only  an  executive  ability,  but  the  financial  support  which 
the  institution  needed  so  badly.  He  was  intensely  interested  in  seeing  first,  that 
the  hospital  was  well  equipped  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community,  and  second, 
that  it  was  endowed  and  fortified  against  financial  stress. 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  his  donations  exceeded  S207,000,  not  counting 
various  annual  gifts  given  from  time  to  time  foi  needed  equipment  or  special 
purposes.  Under  his  will,  he  generously  provided  for  further  gifts,  of  which 
$155,000  has  already  been  received  and  added  to  the  permanent  funds.  Further- 
more, his  will  directed  that  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  the  termination  of  the 
life  interest  of  his  widow,  should  be  paid  to  the  hospital. 

We  now  have  an  up-to-date  125  bed  hospital  with  a replacement  value  for 
the  plant  of  over  half  a million  dollars,  well  nigh  complete  in  its  appointments 
with  well-equipped  and  competently  administered  X-Ray,  Laboratory  and  Phy- 
siotherapy departments. 

A capable  and  devoted  staff  of  physicians,  superintendent  and  nurses,  a 
consulting  staff  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  wide  repute,  and  an  interested 
public,  largely  represented  through  the  effective  help  rendered  by  the  women’s 
organization  now  known  as  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association,  have 
resulted  in  the  develpoment  of  one  of  the  finest  hospitals  in  New  England,  with 
a standard  of  efficiency  equivalent  to  that  in  many  of  the  larger  and  well  known 
hospitals. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 
and  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Hospital: 

^^'hen  our  new  unit  was  built  in  1925  there  was  some  question  raised  about 
the  need  of  so  large  a building — some  conjecture  as  to  whether  we  could  fill  or 
support  a hospital  of  125  beds.  It  has  now  been  demonstrated  that  wise  fore- 
sight was  used  in  planning  for  the  years  ahead. 

The  first  full  year  of  operation — 1915 — the  hospital  admitted  295  patients; 
in  ir>25,  when  the  substantial  addition  was  built,  1394;  and  in  1939,  the  year  just 
closed,  2457. 

While  it  is  true  that  at  no  time  have  we  had  to  use  the  private  rooms  on  the 
third  floor  to  capacity,  already  there  have  been  several  times  when  we  have  had 
to  take  care  of  more  maternity  and  ward  cases  than  our  rated  capacity,  aird  our 
maximum  number  in  any  one  day  has  closely  approached  100.  Thus,  it  can 
readily  be  seen  that  our  seemingly  adequate  facilities  would  be  taxed  probably 
beyond  capacity  in  any  emergency  such  as  an  epidemic  or  a major  catastrophe 
from  which  we  pray  we  may  be  spared. 

There  has  been  a I’emarkable  increase  in  admissions  from  Foxboro,  Norton, 
Rehoboth  and  Mansfield,  Indeed,  the  increased  number  from  Foxboro  suggests 
the  desirability  of  having  a physician  from  that  town  orr  our  staff. 

Financially,  our  report  is  pleasing,  as  we  had,  for  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  more  cash  receipts  than  expenses — to  be  specific,  a small  balance  amounting 
to  $557,81,  thus  reducing  the  deficit,  accumulated  since  1925,  to  $15,814.41.  Our 
unpaid  patient  accounts  considered  collectible— approximately  $6,200.00 — are 
nearly  equal  to  our  accounts  payable  at  the  end  of  the  year,  so  that  in  the  year 
1939,  the  hospital  broke  just  about  even. 

Early  in  the  year,  Mrs,  Sarah  E.  Darrah  gave  us  a thousand  dollars  to  be 
spent  for  current  needs  and  this  sum  was  used  advantageously  for  the  purchase 
of  essential  equipment  in  the  obstetrical  department.  Later  on  Mrs.  Darrah 
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passed  away  and  her  will  disclosed  that  she  had  made  generous  bequests  to  the 
hospital,  both  direct  and  as  residuary  legatee.  We  also  leceived  another  ad- 
dition of  $20,266.49  to  the  previous  bountiful  gifts  of  the  late  Charles  C.  Wil- 
marth. 

Again  we  appeal  for  a larger  membership  in  the  corporation,  not  because  of  the 
financial  contribution  involved,  but  because  we  need  a much  larger  personal  in- 
terest in  hospital  affairs  in  order  to  carry  on  properly — at  present  we  have  76  life 
and  32  annual  members.  The  fee  for  a life  membership  is  one  hundred  dollars 
and  the  annual  dues  are  ten  dollars.  A friend  of  the  hospital  has  said  that  we 
ought  to  have  a thousand  members. 

The  skilled  and  faithful  service  of  the  doctors  and  nurses  on  our  staff,  the 
financial  assistance  of  the  Hospital  Aid  through  the  medium  of  the  Community 
Chest,  the  personal  and  material  help  of  its  membership,  coupled  with  that  of 
various  church  and  club  organizations,  and  a splendid  public  response  on  Dona- 
tion Day,  are  all  contributing  factors  to  maintaining  our  preferred  rating  as  a 
Class  A hospital. 

We  attach  to  this  report  the  amounts  expended  from  the  city  appropriation 
in  1939  and  our  estimated  requirements  for  the  same  items  in  1940. 


Members  Ex-Officio  1939 
John  W.  McIntyre,  Mayor 
William  Marshall,  City  Treasurer 
Francis  S.  Manchester, 

Municipal  Council  Representative 


Harold  E.  Sweet,  Chairman 
Joseph  Finberg 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
William  J.  Luther 
Samuel  M.  Stone 
Edwin  F.  Thayer 
Board  of  Managers,  Attleborough 
Hospital,  Inc.,  Operating  Sturdy 
Memorial  Hospital  for  the  City 
of  Attleboro. 


Water 

Insurance  

Hydrant 

Fuel  and  Light.  . . 
Treasurer’s  Bond 


Expended  Requested 

1939  1940 

$1,110.58  $1,200.00 

84.44  105.00 

60.00  60.00 

5,354.18  5,245.00 

25.00  25.00 


Parking  Area 


$6,634.20 
65 . 02 


6,635.00 


$6,699.22 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Managers 
of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital: 

Gentlemen : 

1 heiewith  present  my  annual  report  of  the  Hospital  foi  the  year  ending 


December  31,  1939: 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital 2457 

Male  888 

Female  1569 

Out-patients  treated  at  the  hospital 688 

X-ray  out-patients 878 

Physiotherapy  out-patients 24 

Basal  Metabolism  out-patients 20 

1'otal  out-patients 1610 


Total  number  of  Private  Cases 1576 

Total  number  of  Ward  Cases 881 

Total  number  of  children  12  years  of  age  or  under  323 


Medical  patients 235 

Adults 199 

Children  36 

Surgical  patients 808 

Adults 712 

Children  96 

E.  E.  N.  & T.  patients 314 

Adults 123 

Children  191 

Obstetrical  patients 1106 

Mothers 563 

Babies 543 

(Of  these,  6 patients  were  treated  on  two  services) 


Total  number  of  births 554 

Total  live  births 543 

Total  stillbirths 11 


Total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year 129 

Medical . 59 

Surgical 56 

E.  E.  N.  & T 1 

Obstetiical  1 

Newborn 12 


Miss  G.  G.  Rice,  R.  N. 

Superintendent 
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Autopsies 8 


Daily  average  for  the  year 67.93 

Maximum  number  of  patients 88 

Minimum  number  of  patients 45 


Total  number  of  accidents 180 

Automobile  accidents 70 

Industrial  accidents 36 

Other  accidents 74 


Report  of  the  Operating-  Room 

Major  operations 433 

Minor  operations 907 

Transfusions 56 

Cystoscopies 6 

Proctoscopies 4 


Total 1406 


Report  of  the  Physiotherapy  Department 
56  Patients  admitted  to  the  Department 
653  Visits  to  the  Department 

Treatments  given — Diathermy  77 

Massage  372 

Ultra-violet  A.  C 51 

Infra-Red 435 

Sinusoidal  17 

Exercises  359 

Total  1311 

Diseased  conditions  treated — 

Anemia 1 

Arthritis 2 

Bums  1 

Bursitis,  subdeltoid 2 

Contusions  5 

Fractures 28 

Granulating  wounds 2 

Hemaplegia 1 

Herpes  zosta 1 

Infected  wounds 3 

Neuritis 1 

Phlebitis 1 

Psoriasis 1 

Sacro-iliac  strain 1 

Scurvy 1 

Synovitis 1 

(24  Out-patients.  32  House-patients) 


Report  of  the  X-Ray  Department 

Fluroscopic  examinations 98 

X-Ray  examinations 1435 

Total  number 1533 

(878  Out-patients.  655  House-patients) 
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Report  of  Basal  Metabolism 

Basal  Metabolism  examinations 23 

(20  Out-patients.  3 House-patients) 


Report  of  the  Laboratory 

Blood  Work — 

W.  B.  C 1878 

R.  B.  C 747 

Hemoglobin 652 

Differentials  396 

Coagulations 237 

Typings 256 

Miscellaneous  tests 23 

Blood  Chemistry — 

IRood  sugars 162 

N.  P.  N 155 

Creatinine 33 

Sulfanilamide  level 64 

Icterus  Index 14 

Van  den  Bergh 5 

Miscellaneous  tests 2 

Urines  4206 

Renal  Functions 28 

Stool  Examinations 37 

Smears 100 

Cultures  160 

Spinal  Fluids 46 

Sputum  Examination 80 

Pneumococcus-typing 13 

Miscellaneous  Tests 10 

Surgical  Tissues 383 

Sent  to  State  Laboratory 

Hintons  (blood) 168 

Hintons  (spinal  fluid) 7 

Widals 9 

Undulant  Fever  Agglutination 7 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRAINING  SCHOOL 

Student  Nurses  in  the  School  December  31,  1939 51 

(12  of  these  students  are  always  away  affiliating) 

Students  admitted  during  the  year 27 

(7  of  this  number  had  to  give  up  the  course,  being  unable  to  do  the 
the  class-work) 

Students  graduated 14 

The  banquet  was  given  to  the  Graduating  Class  by  the  Nurses’ 

Alumnae 

Graduate  Nurses  employed  for  Floor  Work 3 

(We  had  9 employed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year) 

The  health  record  for  the  Nurses  has  been  quite  good — 

1 Fractured  leg 

1 Appendectomy  and  a few  other  minor  illnesses 
Manj^  of  the  doctors  have  given  us  valuable  assistance  with  the  class-work 
and  we  feel  deeply  grateful  to  them  for  their  help. 


15<S 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


It  has  been  a very  active  year  in  all  departments  with  an  increase  of  159 
in-patients  over  last  year’s  number. 

X-Ray  Department  increase  of  243  over  last  year’s  number. 

Out-patient  increase  of  91  over  last  year’s  number. 

There  has  also  been  a great  increase  in  operations  performed  at  night  in  the 
hospital.  If  this  continues  we  shall  have  to  employ  two  giaduate  nurses  to 
take  care  of  the  operating-room  work,  as  it  is  rather  hard  for  the  present  staff  to 
handle  both  the  day  and  night  work. 

There  has  been  some  very  valuable  equipment  given  to  the  hospital  this 
year — an  Oxygen  Tent  was  donated  by  the  Graduate  Nurses  Club  to  the  Chil- 
dren’s Ward  an  Electric  Breast  Pump  to  the  Maternity  Department  by  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Sweet,  and  some  Thermos  Ice-water  Bottles  for  keeping  drinking  water  in 
the  private  rooms,  by  Mrs.  Harvey  E.  Clap. 

These  items  have  added  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  patients  and  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  hospital. 

With  much  regret  I speak  of  the  death  of  Dr.  G.  Adelbert  Emard,  which 
occurred  last  August.  He  was  a very  valuable  member  of  our  Staff,  always  willing 
to  answer  any  call  from  the  hospital  night  or  day,  and  even  though  living  in 
Mansfield,  he  never  delayed  coming.  We  shall  greatly  feel  his  loss.  His  widow 
has  donated  to  the  Medical  Library  of  the  Hospital  all  his  valuable  books. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  C,  Rice, 

Superintendent 


Patients  admitted  from 

Attleboro 1032 

South  Attleboro 129 

Hebron  ville 34 

Dodgeville 27  1222 

North  Attleboro 374 

Attleboro  Falls 56  430 

Plain  ville 79 

Wrentham 40 

Norton 109 

Chartley 28 

Mansfield 175 

Foxboio 53 

Seekonk 101 

Rehoboth 75 

Franklin 4 664 

Other  cities  and  towns 141  141 


Total 


2457 
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NATIVITIES 


United  States 


Massachusetts 1755 

Rhode  Island 256 

New  Hampshire 35 

Maine 34 

Connecticut 24 

Vermont 18 

New  York 18 

Pennsylvania 18 

New  Jersey 13 

Michigan.. 4 

Illinois 3 

Plorida 2 

Missouri 1 

Louisiana 1 

Virginia 1 

Colorado 1 

Arkansas 1 

Iowa 1 

Kansas 1 

Kentucky 1 

JYnnesee 1 

California 1 

Wisconsin 1 

South  Carolina 1 

Georgia 1 

Hawaii 1 


2194 


Foreign 


Canada 112 

England 29 

Ireland 25 

Italy 23 

Portugal 15 

Scotland 14 

Sweden 10 

Poland 10 

Germany 5 

Russia 3 

Greece 2 

Holland 2 

Austria 1 

China 1 

Albania 1 

Brazil 1 

Armenia 1 

Norway 1 

Serbia 1 

Syi  ia 1 

Australia 1 

Latvia 1 

Denmark 1 

Turkey 1 

Cuba 1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  LIBRARIAN 

The  collection  of  books  at  the  Hospital  Library  is  now  321,  part  of  which  are 
a permanent  collection  and  part  of  which  are  sent  down  at  regular  intervals  from 
the  Central  Library. 

Nine  magazines  are  also  available  including:  Popular  Mechanics,  Readers’ 
Digest,  National  Geographic,  American,  Cosmopolitan,  Photoplay,  Hunting  and 
Fishing,  Ladies  Home  Journal,  and  Child  Life. 

The  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  during  the  year  was  3737,  a slight 
gain  over  last  year.  The  proportion  of  books  circulated  to  nurses  and  employees 
being  about  equal  to  the  number  circulated  to  patients. 

The  number  of  books  lost  and  mislaid  by  nur  ses  and  patients  is  still  very  high, 
but  as  yet  no  way  has  been  found  to  remedy  this  situation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kathleen  MacKell, 

Hospital  Librarian. 
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To  the  Board  of  Managers, 

and  IMembers  of  the  Staff  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Surgical  Service  for 
the  year  1939: 


Total  number  of  surgical  patients  admitted 808 

Adult 712 

Children 96 

Major  operations  performed 433 

Minor  operations  performed 907 

Transfusions 56 

Cystoscopies 6 

Total  number  of  surgical  deaths 56 


There  was  an  increase  ot  117  surgical  cases  admitted  to  the  hospital  over  the 
previous  year,  which  is  in  line  with  the  steadily  broadening  field  of  usefulness  to  the 
community  which  the  hospital  has  constantly  maintained  in  all  of  its  departments 
since  its  inception. 

Among  the  433  cases  upon  whom  major  operations  were  performed  there 
were  34  deaths,  a large  majority  of  which  were  among  old  debilitated  people  with 
grave  surgical  conditions  that  demanded  operation  in  the  forlorn  hope  of  pro- 
longing their  lives.  In  many  instances  the  condition  which  finally  drove  them  to 
the  hospital  had  been  present  for  a long  time,  and  had  they  sought  relief  earlier- 
many  could  have  been  saved. 

There  were  £07  minor  operations  performed  with  two  deaths,  and  in  both 
instances  the  operative  procedure  could  not  have  been  a contributing  factor  to 
the  unfortunate  outcome. 

The  total  number  of  operations  both  major  and  minor  during  the  year  was 
1340.  Of  the  remaining  20  fatal  cases  accidental  injuries  were  responsible  for 
the  death  of  15,  and  6 of  the  15  were  due  to  automobile  accidents.  In  the  remain- 
ing 5 cases  no  operation  was  performed. 

Durirrg  the  year  the  Surgical  Service  has  suffered  a serious  loss  in  the  un- 
timely death  of  one  of  our  most  valuable  and  highly  respected  members.  Dr.  G.  A. 
Emard  of  Mansfield,  who  had  served  continuously  and  most  faithfully  since  the 
different  services  were  organized  in  1925. 

In  spite  of  the  steadily  increasing  number  of  ward  cases  entering  the  hospital, 
the  usual  devotion  to  duty  and  unfailing  interest  in  the  patients  entrusted  to  their 
care,  which  we  have  learned  to  expect  from  the  members  of  the  staff,  has  been  most 
apparent  at  all  times. 

In  closing  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Board  of 
Managers,  the  superintendent,  and  nurses  for  the  sincere  attitude  of  helpfulness 
and  cooperation  which  has  existed  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  A.  Reese, 

Chief  of  Surgical  Staff. 
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To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Members  of  the  Staff, 
of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  service  for  the 
year  1939. 

A total  of  314  patients  were  treated  by  this  service  as  follows: 


Tonsillectomies  and  Adenoidectomies 267 

Simple  Mastoidectomies 11 

Radical  Mastoidectomies 1 

Submucous  resection  of  Nasal  Septum 7 

Reduction  of  fractured  nose 4 

Extirpation  of  Lacrymal  Sac 1 

Iridectomy 1 

Excision  of  stone  in  Wharton’s  Duct 1 

Ethmoidectomy 1 

Minor  operations 20 


There  was  one  death  on  this  service  as  follows:  Right  chronic  mastoiditis 
Lepto-Meningitis  Cerebellar  abscess. 

Outside  this  death  the  year  has  been  uneventful  with  no  serious  complications. 
The  cooperation  of  the  members  of  this  sei-vice  left  very  little  to  be  desired. 
May  I here  express  my  appreciation. 

The  members  of  the  service  hereby  extend  their  thanks  to  the  nursing  staff 
and  to  the  executive  department  of  the  hospital  for  their  willing  and  efficient  help 
at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  C.  Conro,  M.  D., 
Chief  of  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Service, 


To  the  Board  of  Managei-s, 

and  the  Members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Gentlemen : 

The  report  and  summary  of  the  work  of  the  members  of  the  Staff  on  the 
Medical  service  for  the  year  1939  is  herein  submitted  to  you. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  and  treated  on  the  medical 
service  was  again  greater.  During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a small 
increase  each  year  in  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  service  and  in  1939 
theie  were  23  more  as  compared  with  1938.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of 
children  treated  on  the  service  during  1939  was  increased. 

There  were  2223  hospital  days  on  the  service  and  the  average  stay  of  the 
patient  admitted  was  nearly  a day  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Again  we  find  our  highest  death  rate  to  occur  within  24  hours  after  patients 
have  been  admitted  to  the  hospital.  Nineteen  or  32.2%  of  all  deaths  during  the 
year  occurred  within  24  hours.  Thirty-three  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  came 
within  96  hour's  after  the  patients  were  admitted.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
hospital  with  its  ample  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  patients  is  not  used  at  an 
earlier  date  in  the  sickness  of  patients  admitted  for  treatment  and  care.  I feel 
that  the  record  given  above  does  not  show  a just  consideration  of  the  hospital 
norf  or  the  physicians  who  are  on  the  medical  service.  The  hospital  can  give 
little  of  its  care  and  the  physicians  are  given  little  time  to  relieve  the  sufferings 
of  the  patients. 
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The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  work  of  the  medical  service  during 
the  year  1939. 


Total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  service 235 

Adults 199 

Children 36 

Total  number  of  deaths 59 


Two  cases  weie  transferred  to  the  surgical  seivice  and  one  transferred  to  a 
hospital  in  Providence. 

Six  patients  were  earned  over  from  1938,  and  eight  patients  entered  in  1939 
are  still  in  the  hospital. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  59  due  to  the  following  diseases: 

Cerebral  hemorrhage 5 

meningo-vascular  lues 1 

interstitial  nephritis 1 

Cerebral  thrombosis 1 

Meningitis,  influenzal 1 

Lobar  pneumonia 4 

pulmonary  tuberculosis,  chronic  nephritis 1 

Broncho-pneumonia 2 

diabetes  mellitus,  latent  lues 1 

diabetes 1 

streptococcic  infection  of  nose 1 

Oedema  of  lung,  healed  duodenal  ulcer,  ulceration  of  urinary  bladder  and 

hemorrhage  into  intestine 1 

Congenital  heart  disease 1 

Coronary  thrombosis 2 

Congestive  heart  failure 1 

Chronic  valvular  disease,  mitral  stenosis,  chornis  nephritis,  hypertension 1 

nephritis,  uremia 1 

mitral  regurgitation  and  stenosis,  chronic  nephritis 1 

Essential  hypertension,  coronary  embolus 2 

General  arteriosclerosis 1 

cerebral  embolus 1 

cerebral  thrombosis 3 

coronary  thrombosis 1 

Hypertensive  heart  disease 3 

coronary  thrombosis 1 

broncho-pneumorria 1 

cerebral  hemorrhage 1 

subarachnoid  hemorrhage 1 

Rheumatic  heart  disease,  mitral  and  aortic  stenosis 1 

mitral  stenosis  and  regurgation 1 

Carcinoma  of  stomach  with  metastasis  to  lung  and  pelvis 1 

Gastric  enteritis 1 

Peptic  ulcer,  peritonitis 1 

Diabetis  mellitus,  diabetic  coma 1 

cerebral  thrombosis 1 

pyelonephritis,  uremia 1 

Chronic  nephritis 2 

interstitial  nephritis,  cerebral  hemorrhage 1 

emphysemia,  periotinitis,  septicemia 1 
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Chronic  vascular  nephritis 1 

Acute  pyelo-nephritis 1 

Pernicious  anaemia  with  neurological  involvement 1 

Plastic  anaemia 1 

Mediastinal  tumor,  lymphosaicoma  with  metastasis 1 


The  membeis  of  the  service  have  appreciated  the  co-operation  of  the  physi- 
cians on  the  other  services  and  found  the  advice  given  in  consultations  of  great 
value  in  carrying  on  their  work.  It  is  this  co-operation  and  better  work  which  has 
made  possible  their  lesults  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick. 

The  careful  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  hospital  and  the  nursing 
care  given  patients  by  our  nurses  have  lightened  the  work  of  the  physicians  on 
servcie  and  have  played  no  small  part  in  the  results  of  the  year.  We  extend  to 
them  our  appieciation  for  their  work  and  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Herbeit  Lowell  Rich,  M.  D., 
Chief  of  the  Medical  Service, 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  Staff  of  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  report  of  the  Department  of  Obstetrics  is  respectfully  sub- 


mitted : 

Total  number  of  patients 1106 

Mothers 563 

Babies 543 

Total  births 554 

Live  births 543 

Stillbirths 11 

Deaths 13 

Mothers 1 

Babies 12 

Causes  of  death  : 

Mother — Progressive  pulmonary  edema 1 

Babies — 

Prematuie  birth 4 

Asphyxia  neonatorium 4 

Respiratory  paralysis  with  spinal  ankylosis 1 

llydrocephalis 1 

Bronchial  pneumonia 1 

Diaphragmatic  heinia 1 

Deliveries: 

Normal 436 

Low  forceps 63 

Mid  forceps 14 

High  forceps 0 

Breech 10 

P^ootling 10 

Version 4 

Caesarean 3 


With  the  ever  increasing  number  of  births  in  the  hospital  our  mortality  rate 
has  decreased;  we  however  hope  this  may  be  improved  in  the  coming  year. 

The  addition  of  the  Hess  Bed  and  the  new  Delivery  Table,  the  Electric  As- 
pirator and  Breast  Pump  have  modernized  our  department  and  will  aid  in  caring 
for  prematures. 

For  these  added  facilities  we  wish  to  e.xpress  our  appreciation  to  the  manage- 
ment. 

The  splendid  cooperation  of  the  Staff,  Superintendent,  Nursing  group  and 
Management  is  most  sincerely  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joshua  W.  Clarke,  M.  D., 
Chief  of  Obstetrical  Staff. 
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To  the  President  and  Boaid  of  Managers, 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital: 

I herewith  submit  a repoit  of  the  work  of  the  Department  of  Anesthesia  for 
the  year  1939. 

Of  1239  operative  procedures  requiring  anesthesia  167  weie  treated  under 
local  and  spinal  methods. 

The  remainder  were  administered  various  forms  of  inhalation  anesthetics 
with  unusually  satisfactory  results  and  freedom  from  complications  and  with  a 
minimum  of  post  operative  discomfort. 

All  the  ward  and  a great  majority  of  private  cases  were  anesthetized  by  the 
physicians  constituting  the  anesthesia  seivice.  Our  experience  closely  parallels 
that  of  the  services  in  other  hospitals  as  reported  by  them. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  patient’s 
attitude  toward  anesthesia  in  recent  years.  While  the  average  patient  is  interested 
in  what  sort  of  anesthesia  he  is  to  take  and  who  will  have  charge  of  it,  he  seldom 
dreads  the  procedure.  Patients  often  speak  post-operatively  of  the  anesthesia 
as  a not  unpleasant  experience. 

With  this  repor  t I also  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Surgical  and  Operat- 
ing-room staffs  for  their  continuous  help  and  advice. 

Doctor  Leonard  W.  Hill  who  completes  his  first  year  of  service,  has  proved 
to  be  very  faithful  and  helpful  in  our  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  V.  Murphy,  M.  D., 
Chief  of  Anesthesia  Service. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers, 

and  Members  of  the  Staff  of  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital: 

During  the  year  1939  we  trained  a gi-aduate  nurse.  Miss  Marion  Waldron,  as 
an  assistant  technician.  She  has  become  very  proficient  at  the  work  and  to- 
gether with  Miss  Marjorie  Grant,  as  technician,  we  have  been  able  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  demands  on  the  laboratory. 

For  a number  of  years  we  have  done  only  frozen  sections  on  the  tissue  work> 
with  surprisingly  successful  results.  The  frozen  section  is  much  thicker  than  one 
which  can  be  made  with  parafin  and  there  appears  to  be  an  increasing  need  for 
detailed  study  of  thinner  tissues.  We  have  a microtome  which  is  suitable,  but 
we  are  in  need  of  a constant  temperature  paiafin  bath  for  this  work.  I suggest 
that  one  for  this  work  be  added  to  our  equipment. 

The  work  done  in  the  Laboratory  is  briefly  summed  up  as  follows: 


Routine  blood  examinations 3933 

Routine  urine  examinations 4206 

Special  urine  examinations 28 

Blood  Chemistry  examinations 435 

Bacteriological  examinations 260 

Pneumococus  typings 13 

Blood  typings 256 

Blood  Cultures 44 

Stool  examinations 37 

Spinal  fluid 46 

Samples  of  blood  collected  and  sent  to  State  Laboratory  foi  examination. . . 175 


Surgical  specimens  examined 383 

Autopsies 8 


Respectfully  submitted, 

James  H.  Brewster,  M.  D., 

Pathologist. 
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TREASURER’S  AND  AUDITOR’S  REPORT 
Deficit — General  Fund 

Receipts  exceeded  disbursements  by  $557.81  during  1939  theieby  reducing 
the  deficit  on  the  cash  basis  from  $16,372.22  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
$15,814.41  at  the  close. 

A comparison  of  the  deficit  on  the  cash  basis  with  the  deficit  as  it  would  be  on 


the  accrual  basis  follows : 

Deficit  per  books $15,814.41 

Add : Accounts  payable 6,289 . 88 

22,104.29 

Deduct:  Accounts  receivable  considered  collectible 6,200.00 

Deficit  on  accrual  basis 15,904.29 

Cash — Trust  Fund 


All  trust  fund  cash  transactions  were  checked  in  detail  and  found  in  order. 
Cash  in  bank  was  verified  through  direct  correspondence. 

Trust  Fund  Investments 

Securities  and  bank  books  were  examined  at  the  vaults  of  the  Fin  t National 
Bank  and  found  in  order.  Certificates  of  deposit  covering  the  following  items 
were  seen : 

5,000.00  Brown  Company  5 l-2s  1946 
10,000.00  Brooklyn  Manhattan  Transit  Corp.  4 l-2s  1966 

Temporary  certificates  covering  $5,000.00  Pennsylvania  Power  & Light  Co. 

3 l-2s  1969  and  a participation  certificate  for  $310.00  National  Bondholders  Corp. 

4 l-2s  1939-1944  were  also  seen. 

Recent  purchases  in  transit  were  verified  through  coi-respondence  with  the 
broker. 

Balances  on  deposit  in  The  Attleborough  Savings  Bank  were  verified  by 
letter  from  the  bank. 

On  July  12,  1939,  $250.00  representing  one-half  of  a new  bequest  to  be  known 
as  the  Mary  E.  Sweeney  Fund  was  received. 

On  October  16,  1939,  $20,266 . 49  in  cash  and  securities  was  received  under  the 
will  of  Charles  C.  Wilmarth. 

Three  new  life  memberships  were  obtained  during  1939. 

No  additions  to  fixed  asset  accounts  were  made  in  1939,  and  no  depreciation 
has  been  set  up  for  buildings  and  equipment  in  accordance  with  past  practice. 

Details  of  investments  are  shown  on  schedule  D-1.  The  market  value  of 
bondso  wned  on  December  31,  1939  was  $309,144. 50  as  compared  with  the  costof 
$321,452.16. 

Bonding  and  Insurance 

All  insurance  policies  are  held  by  the  City  of  Attleboro,  except  the  general 
public  liability  policy  which  was  seen. 

The  treasurer’s  bond  for  $10,000.00  expiring  on  January  9,  1940  was  also 
seen. 
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General  Comments 


During  the  year  1939,  collections  on  accounts  owed  prior  to  1938  amounted 
to  $2,373 . 65.  Collections  on  1938  accounts  were  $4,753 . 52  as  compared  with  the 
estimated  collectible  figure  of  $4,892.50  shown  in  last  year’s  report. 

Figures  submitted  by  your  office  but  not  verified  by  us  indicate  accounts 
receivable  balances  as  follows  on  December  31,  1939: 


Period 
Prior  to  1934 

1934  

1935  

1936  

1937  

1938  

1939  


Amount 

$37,058.96 

6.342.11 

5.402 . 1 1 
5,004 . 23 
5,378 . 55 
7,940.83 

17,309.27 


84,436.06 


Based  upon  1939  collection  of  1938  accounts  it  is  estimated  that  about  36  per 
cent  of  the  1939  balances  will  be  collected. 

Due  to  the  seiious  illness  of  the  regular  bookkeeper  during  the  year,  ceitain 
other  statistical  information  shown  in  prior  reports  was  not  available. 


CKRTIFICATE 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  accompanying  statements  set  forth  correctly,  in 
our  opinion,  all  cash  transactions  of  the  treasurer  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital 
for  the  calendar  year  1939,  the  balance  of  cash  and  investments  on  hand  December 
31,  1939  and  the  indebtedness  on  loans  December  31,  1939. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Ward,  Fisher  & Co. 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Statement  of  Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
General  Fund,  Year  1939 
EXHIBIT  A 

Balance,  January  1,  1939: 

Checking  account,  First  National  Bank 

Special  account,  First  National  Bank 

Office  Fund , 


S 44.53 
233.25 

25.00  $ 302.78 


Receipts 
Patients : 

X-ray $ 8,225.51 

Laboratory 2,021 . 50 

Physi  otherapy 258.00 

Metabolism 115.00 

Ambulance 1 ,527 . 50 

Other  receipts  from  patients 75,913.79  88,061.30 


Sale  of  books,  supplies,  etc 622 . 56 

Miscellaneous  receipts 100 . 17 


Total  from  operation  of  hospital 88,784.03 

Donations 3,286 . 20 

Annual  memberships 320 . 00 

Income  from  trust  fund  investments 

(net) 16,835.68 


Total  other  receipts 20,441 . 88 


109,225.91 


I'otal  to  be  accounted  for 


Disbursements 

Postage 265 . 37 

Repairs  and  maintenance 1,568.48 

Telephone  and  telegraph 757 . 99 

Office  supplies  and  equipment 564.29 

Interest  paid 829 . 96 

Bank  service  charge 7.08 

X-ray  payments 3,970.24 

Laboratory  payments 1,010.75 

Physiotherapy  payments 44.00 

Ambulance  payments — driver 763 . 75 

Ambulance  expense 221 . 23 

Supplies  and  equipment 14,008.23 

Salaries 53,842 . 33 

Housekeeping  supplies 27, 163 . 46 

Heat,  light  and  power 2,197.80 

Miscellaneous  expenses 1,453 . 14 


Total  disbursements  for  operation  of  hospital.  . 108,668. 10 
Decrease  in  loans 75.00 


109,528.69 


108,743.10 


Balance,  December  31,  1939 

Checking  account.  First  National  Bank 760.59 

Office  fund 25.00  785.59 
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THE  ATTLEBORO  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Donations 
General  Fund — Year  1939 

SCHEDULE  A-1 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Aid  Association: 


Two  free  beds 500 . 00 

Special  maternity  aid 500 . 00  1 ,000 . 00 


Town  of  Seekonk 250.00 

Town  of  Mansfield 250.00 

Town  of  Rehoboth 250.00 

Women’s  Alliance  of  the  Pilgrim  Church 50.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  A.  Remington 25.00 

Mrs.  Sarah  Darrah 1,000.00 

A.  Friend 100.00 

Estate  of  Fred  A.  Bradley 11.20 

Frank  J.  Ryder  free  bed 250.00 

Attleboro  Foundation  . 100 . 00 


3,286.20 


THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Annual  Membership  Receipts 
General  Fund,  Year  1939 

SCHEDULE  A-2 


William  H.  Bannon $10.00 

Lawrence  E.  Baer 10.00 

Harold  D.  Baker 10.00 

H.  Dean  Baker,  Jr 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milford  E.  Bliss 20.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Briggs 20.00 

Thomas  Carpenter 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Gilmore 20.00 

Samuel  M.  Holman 10.00 

Etta  F.  Kent 10.00 

Thomas  F.  Manning 10.00 

Bonner  D.  Mason 10.00 

Rosella  Mason 10.00 

Frank  Mossberg 10.00 

Lester  N erney 10.00 

Reverend  James  M.  Quinn 10.00 

Joseph  F.  Rioux 10.00 

Max  Schweinshaut 10.00 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Stobbs 20.00 

C.  Fred  Stone 10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Tweedy 20.00 

Esther  M.  Stone 10.00 

Raymond  M.  Horton 10.00 

Una  McGregoi  Horton 10.00 

Stephen  H.  Foley 10.00 

Donald  A.  Barrows 10.00 

Reverend  Joseph  Canty 10.00 


320.00 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Analysis  of  Deficit 
General  Fund — Year  1939 


SCHEDULE  B-1 

Deficit,  December  31, 1938 . . . 

Receipts  During  1939 

P>om  patients,  supply  sales 
FTom  donations 

, etc 88,784.03 

3,280.20 

From  annual  memberships 320 . 00 

From  income  from  trust  fund  invest- 
ments  1(),S35.G8  109,225.1)1 


108,008.10 

557.81 


Expenses  during  1939 

Receipts  in  Excess  of  Expenses 
Deficit  December  31,  1939 


15,814.41 
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Annie  L.  Ray  Permanent  Bed 5,000.00 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  Alumnae 

Association  Permanent  Bed 5,000.00  55,624.36 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Schedule  of  Life  Members 
Trust  Fund— December  31,  1939 

SCHEDULE  D-2 


Marion  Sweet  Armstrong 
Maui  ice  J.  Baer 
Mildied  D.  Balfour 
Lloyd  G.  Balfour 
Walter  B.  Ballou 
Randolph  E.  Bell 
C.  O.  Gustav  Beuttel 
Amos  S.  Blackinton 
George  S.  Bliven 
*Fred  A,  Bradley 
*Philip  E.  Brady 
Fred  E.  Briggs 
Alberta  F.  Carpenter 
Marion  P.  Carter 
*Miles  L.  Carter 
*George  W.  Cheever 
Harriet  O.  Cheever 
*Edward  P.  Claflin 
*Martha  A.  Claflin 
Ruth  W.  Clap 
Dr.  Joshua  W.  Clarke 
W.  E.  Coles 
Theron  S,  Curtis 
Blanche  Daggett 
*Sarah  E.  Darrah 
*William  J.  Dobson  (2) 
Joseph  Finberg 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
*Edward  L.  Gowen 
Horace  B.  Gowen 
Jessie  M.  Gowen 
Graduate  Nurses  Club 
Dr.  William  O.  Hewitt 
Hairy  R.  Holbrook 
Lida  M.  Holbrook 
Albert  S.  Ingraham 
*Geitrude  E.  Kendall 
Waltei  M.  Kendall 
Annie  G.  King 
Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent 
*William  L.  King 
Edwin  F.  Leach 
Helena  A.  Leach 
Harry  L.  London 
Max  London 
William  J.  Luther 


* David  E.  Makepeace 
Myra  B.  Makepeace 
Ellen  L.  Mason 
George  F.  Mclntire 
^Charles  A.  Mooers 
Walter  G.  Moon 
Dr.  Frederick  V.  Murphy 
Geneva  E.  Murphy 
Edgar  A.  Remington 
Lillian  B.  Remington 
Frank  J.  Ryder 
Gertrude  F.  Ryder 
George  A.  Rich 
Charlotte  A.  Rich 
Alice  M.  Richardson 
Harold  K.  Richardson 
*Frank  H.  Sadler 
Naomi  W.  Sawyer 
George  F.  Sawyer 
Frank  E.  Smith 
Julia  M.  Smith 
Samuel  M.  Stone 
Tilda  B.  Stone 
Mary  E.  Sweeney 
Florence  M.  Sweet 
Gertrude  H.  Sweet 
Harold  E.  Sweet 
Hayward  H.  Sweet 
*Joseph  L.  Sweet 
Howard  H.  Sweet 
Leonilda  Sweeney 
Edwin  F.  Thayer 
Mary  A.  Toner 
James  V.  Toner 
Annie  F.  Upham 
Ernest  T.  Upham 
Charles  A.  Whiting 
*Josie  A.  Whiting 
Beatrice  W.  Wilmarth 
^Charles  C.  Wilmarth 
*Mary  A.  Wilmarth 
Rathbun  Willard 
John  W.  Wolfenden  (2) 
Harry  C.  Wolfenden  (2) 
Blanche  Wolfenden  (2) 


*Deceased 
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THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 
Analysis  of  Surplus 
Trust  Fund — Year  1939 

SCHEDULE  D-3 


Balance,  December  31,  1938 $27,993.60 

Add: 

Net  gain  on  securities  sold  or  called 2,534.32 


Balance,  December  31,  1939 30,527.92 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THE  HOSPITAL  AID  ASSOCIATION 

The  Hospital  Aid  Association  completes  another  year  of  service  to  the 
Hospital.  The  work  of  the  Purchasing  Committee  has  been  somewhat  impaired 
by  the  diminished  income  from  the  Community  Chest  funds,  but  there  has  been 
no  lessening  of  the  generous  work  done  by  the  committee  in  maintaining  the 
standard  of  service  that  the  Hospital  offers  to  its  patients.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  estimate  the  hours  of  work  put  into  the  production  of  garments  and  supplies 
on  the  part  of  both  the  Sewing  Committee  and  the  different  groups  of  women  who 
put  so  much  of  their  time  into  this  service.  The  appreciation  of  the  city  for  our 
Hospital  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  contributions  for  Donation  Day  were  far  in 
excess  of  previous  years,  both  in  the  total  supplies  contributed  and  in  the  number 
of  persons  who  made  gifts. 

Alice  kStobbs, 

Secretary. 
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STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  AID  ASSOCIATION 
TREASURER’S  REPORT 
October  1st,  1938  to  October  1st,  1939 

CIENERAL  FUND 
Receipts 

Balance  October  1st,  193S $ 717.41 

Received  from  Chest 3,040.00 


$3,757.41 

Expenses 

W omen ’s  F ree  Bed 250 . 00 

C-hildren’s  Free  Bed 250.00 

Maternity  Bed 500.00 

Hospital  and  sewing  supplies 2,352.03 

China 121.05 

Printing  and  Postage 4.50 


$3,477 . 58 

Balance  October  1st,  1930 $ 279.83 

FURNISHING  FUND 
Receipts 

Balance,  Octobei  1st,  1938 $ 394.39 

Received  from  Graduate  Nurses  Club 25.00 

Received  from  Women’s  Benevolent  Society 25.00 

Received  fiom  Gertrude  F.  Ryder 25.00 

Received  from  Raymond  M.  Horton 25.00 

Received  from  Sturdy  Hospital  Alumni  Association 25.00 

Received  from  Q.  O.  C.  Class 25.00 

Received  from  Daughters  of  Isabella 25.00 

Received  from  Jessie  G.  Fine 25.00 

Received  from  loline  Bacon  Class 25.00 

Received  from  Alberta  F.  Carpenter 25.00 

Received  for  Interest 9.89 


$ 654.28 

Expenses 

Atherton  Furniture  Co $ 98.50 

Fines 23.41 

121.91 


Balance  October  1st,  1939 $ 532.37 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Annie  A.  Wheeler, 

Treasurer. 
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OFFICERS  AND  DIRECTORS  OF  THE 
STURDY  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  AID  ASSOCIATION 

President — Mrs.  Walter  A.  Jirij^gs 
First  Vice-President — Mrs.  Frank  Carpenter 
kSecond  Vice-President — Mrs.  O.  W.  Cederberg 
Secretary — Mrs.  W.  M.  Stobbs 
Treasurer — Miss  Annie  A.  Wheeler 

DIRECTORS 

Mrs.  Edwin  F.  Leach 
Mrs.  Oscar  Lindstrom 
Mrs.  Sidney  Maddox 
Mrs.  F.  V.  Murphy 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Ryder 
Mrs.  Harold  Richardson 
Mrs.  Thomas  Sadler 
Mrs.  C.  Fred  Stone 
Mr^  John  Spettigue 
Mrs.  Leland  Smith 
Mrs.  Samuel  M.  Stone 
Mrs.  Haiold  E.  Sweet 
Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Sweet 
IMis.  Harry  Wolfenden 
Mrs.  Charles  Wilmarth 
Mrs.  Arthur  Hazlett 
Mrs.  A.  A.  McRae 


Mrs.  Frank  E.  Allen 
Mrs.  Arthur  A.  Briggs 
Mrs.  Harold  D.  Baker 
Mrs.  Arthur  Cl  Conro 
Mrs.  C.  W.  CVderberg 
Mrs.  F.  J.  C'arley 
Mrs.  Miles  Charter 
Mrs.  Albert  M.  Dim  ham 
Mrs.  Adelbert  Emard 
IVIrs.  R.  M.  Harris 
Mrs.  Fred  Franz 
Mrs.  John  L.  Cdbb 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Cilmoie 
Mrs.  Harry  R.  Holbrook 
Mrs.  William  O.  Hewitt 
Mrs.  Lawrence  P.  Keeler 
Mrs.  Harry  P.  Kent 
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Report  of  the 
Soldiers^  Relief  Agent 


Louis  R.  Wilmarth 

Soldiers’  Relief  Agent 


To  His  Honor,  the  Alayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I submit  herewith  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 

During  the  year  107  cases  representing  324  persons  were  given  aid.  A 
summary  of  the  cost  of  this  aid  follows: 

Soldiers’  Benefits  paid  by  the  city  were- 


Soldiers’  Relief S2 1,023. 56 

State  Aid 1 ,4u0 . 00 

Military  Aid 2, 1 15 . 00 

Burial 100.00 


Total -$24,638.56 

During  1940  the  state  will  reimburse: 

State  Aid $ 1,400.00 

Military  Aid 1 ,057 . 50 

Burial 100.00 


Total 2,577.50 


Net  cost  to  city $22.081 .0(i 

During  1939  the  state  paid: 

Special  Care $ 600 . 00 

of  which  one-half  is  charged  to  city 300.00 


Total  net  cost  to  city .$22,381  .tj6 

Administration : 

Salary $ 1,000.00 

Other  Expense 433 . 86 


Total 1,433.86 

9'otal $23,814.92 


9'he  work  program  instituted  during  the  year  provided  employment  for  29 
cases  with  a total  p.ayroll  of  $4,454.0()  with  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  direct  relief.  It  is  estimated  that  with  this  program  in  effect  for  a full  year  that 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  direct  relief  may  amount  to  $6,000.00. 

Continued  VV.P.  A.  employment  has  also  been  a factor  in  keeping  expenditures 
at  a relatively  low  figure.  There  were  39  cases  which  would  have  otherwise 
been  dependent  upon  this  department. 

Hospital  and  domiciliary  facilities  of  the  Veterans  Administration  have 
continued  to  be  available  and  there  have  been  very  substantial  savings  realized 
by  the  city  from  this  source. 

I w-ish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  cooperation  extended  to  me  during 
the  year.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Louis  R.  Wilmarth, 

Soldiers’  Relief  Agent. 
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Report  of  the 
City  Solicitor 


Henri  G.  Proulx 

City  Solicitor 


February  12,  1940. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor, 

and  the  Municipal  Council, 

of  the  City  of  Attleboro: 

During  1939,  the  Legel  Department  of  the  City  has  done  considerable  work 
in  improving  and  completing  a new  City  Manual. 

In  conjunction  with  Mayor  McIntyre  and  City  Councilman  Cyril  K.  Bren- 
nan, a comprehensive  index  was  added  to  the  manual,  many  ordinances  were 
repealed  because  of  obsolescense,  and  others  were  amended  to  bring  them  up  to 
date. 

Every  ordinance  was  checked  at  its  source  in  the  city  records  and  corrected 
when  needed.  I believe  that  irom  now  on  it  will  be  very  much  easier  to  keep  it 
in  proper  order. 

The  planning  board  has  also  occasioned  increased  work,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  their  efforts  towards  more  constructive  zoning  are  noted. 

There  are  three  cases  pending  at  the  present  time,  to  wit: 

Pelletier  vs.  City  of  Attleboro 

Attleboro  Savings  PanK  vs.  City  of  Attleboro 

Fred  A.  Clark  vs.  City  of  Attleboro 

Numerous  conferences  and  consultations  were  held  and  it  is  again  repeated 
that  the  demands  upon  the  City  Solicitor  have  increased  considerably  in  the 
seven  years  that  the  present  incumbent  has  held  the  position. 

The  addition  of  a set  of  the  Annotated  Laws  of  Massachusetts  has  been 
greatly  appreciated,  and  if  followed  by  the  purchase  of  the  Massachusetts  Digest 
should  enable  the  Legal  Department  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Reports  which  the  City  now  owns, 

I again  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the  City  Solicitor  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  the  multiple  duties  now  devolved  upon  the  office  and  that  when  conditions 
warrant  it,  a substantial  increase  be  effected. 


Respecttully  yours, 

Henri  C,  Proulx, 

City  Solicitor. 
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NORTH  MAIN  STREET  PARKING  AREA  (BEFORE  AND  AFTER) 


Robert  W.  Mawney 
Superintendent  Public  Works 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Public  Works  Department 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


19  3 9 


180 


ANNUAL  REPOiri' 


Department  of  Public  Works 


I'o  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby  respectfully  submit  the  twenty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  of  the  City  of  Attleboio,  Massachusetts,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1939. 

During  the  past  year  some  outstanding  projects  have  been  brought  to  com- 
pletion which  were  of  a most  desirable  nature  due  to  their  effect  on  various 
public  services,  fundamental  to  any  city.  These  projects  have  been  constructed 
under  City  contract.  City  forces  and  W.  P.  A.  forces. 

A brief  resume  of  the  activities  of  the  year,  which  should  be  of  interest  to  all, 
is  given  below.  The  various  projects  will  be  described  in  detail  under  theii 
respective  departments  later  in  this  report. 

1.  Construction  of  a sand  screening  plant  at  the  so-called  Bliss’  Pit  on 
North  Avenue,  having  a capacity  output  of  170  cubic  yards  of  screened  sand  and 
graded  stone  per  day.  This  was  constructed  by  city  forces. 

2.  Reconstruction  of  36”  re-enforced  concrete  elevated  sewer  conduit  in 
Hebronville.  The  conduit  was  reconstructed  by  placing  under  pressure  a new 
re-enforced  concrete  shell  around  the  entiie  conduit.  The  work  was  done  under  a 
city  contract  with  the  National  Gunite  Contracting  Company  of  Boston,  Mass. 
This  conduit  is  560  feet  long. 

3.  Extensive  work  was  accomplished  in  the  construction  of  119,700  square 
feet  of  granolithic  sidewalk  and  placing  of  10,400  feet  of  granite  curbing  in  all 
portions  of  the  city.  This  was  done  under  W.  P.  A.  projects. 

4.  Construction  of  the  Municipal  Parking  Lot,  at  the  city  property  on 
North  Main  Street,  was  completed  in  record  time  of  less  than  three  weeks  to 
accommodate  the  Christmas  parking  problem. 

5.  Construction  of  a new  drainage  line  on  the  so-called  Manchester  lot 
to  replace  the  old  drainage  line.  This  work  was  done  in  the  anticipation  of  a 
local  factory  constructing  a new  plant  at  this  location.  The  construction  com- 
prised the  placing  of  1060  feet  of  27-inch  double  strength  pipe  and  construction  of 
three  manholes. 

6.  At  the  East  Side  Playground  all  rough  grading  and  nearly  all  loam  grad- 
ing was  completed.  The  following  construction  was  completed:  re-enforced 
concrete  wading  pool,  re-enforced  concrete  swimming  pool,  all  water  pipe  and 
drainage  installation,  two  tennis  courts  including  500  feet  of  12-foot  chain  link 
fencing,  installation  of  1000  feet  of  3-foot  chain  link  fence,  planting  of  125  trees 
and  shrubs,  completion  of  1000  feet  of  stone  wall  two  feet  high,  and  bath  house 
construction  about  30  per  cent  complete. 

7.  Drainage  construction  on  Leroy  Street  and  Benefit  Street,  which  com- 
prised the  installation  of  250  feet  of  10-inch  pipe  and  construction  of  two  catch 
basins  and  one  manhole  On  Read  Stieet  from  Morgan  Street  to  Garden  Street 
a troublesome  drainage  condition  was  eliminated  by  the  construction  of  drainage 
lines  consisting  of  434  feet  of  15”  pipe,  227  feet  of  12”  pipe,  116  feet  of  10”  pipe, 
42  feet  of  20”  iron  pipe,  two  manholes  and  eight  catch  basins. 

8.  One  of  the  most  outstanding  projects  of  the  year  was  the  extension  of 
the  city  water  mains,  totaling  3.67  miles.  The  exceptionally  large  quantity  of 
pipe  placed  with  its  resultant  increase  in  service  and  protection  to  the  community 
is  noteworthy. 

The  number  of  feet  placed  was  as  follows:  6”  pipe,  3207  feet,  8”  pipe,  13,966 
feet,  10”  pipe,  2704  feet.  A total  of  twenty-four  hydrants  were  placed.  These 
installations  took  place  on  twenty  different  streets  in  various  paits  of  the  city. 
The  projects  were  operated  with  City  and  W.  P.  A.  forces. 
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9.  An  extensive  road  program  was  brought  to  completion  during  the  yeai, 
with  work  being  done  in  all  sections  of  the  City  on  both  rural  roads  and  residential 
stieets.  On  rural  roads  the  improvement  consisted  of  excavation,  gravel  refill 
and  application  of  asphalt;  1 16,100  square  yards  of  roadway  were  constructed  on 
sixteen  different  roads. 

Eight  streets  in  residential  areaKS  were  constru<‘ted  entirely,  which  includes 
gravel  sidewalk,  paving  of  gutteis,  excavation,  gravel  refill  and  application  of 
asphalt  over  the  entiie  roadway;  9600  square  yards  being  completed. 

On  four  streets  asphalt  was  applied  and  covered  with  peastone  totaling  51 OC 
square  yards. 

On  eleven  str-eets  asphalt  was  applied  and  covered  with  sand  totaling  9300 
square  yards. 

The  above  work  was  completed  with  both  W.  P.  A.  and  City  forces. 

As  a result  of  the  hurricane  of  1938  a considerable  amount  of  granolithic  and 
asphalt  sidewalks  wer-e  broken  due  to  falling  trees.  During  the  past  year  these 
walks  were  either  repaired  or  replaced.  Many  of  the  fallen  trees  were  brought  to 
our  Wall  Street  yard,  and  in  order  to  make  this  wood  available  for  use  a portable 
power  saw  was  purchased  and  much  of  the  wood  was  sawed  and  split  into  four- 
foot  lengths,  d'his  work  was  cair-ied  on  throughout  the  year  with  welfare  labor. 

Irr  addition  to  the  new  construction  which  we  complete  each  year,  we  have  the 
task  of  maintaining  all  of  our  present  miles  of  roadways,  sewer  system,  water 
system,  di-ainage  system,  snow  removal  and  many  other  miscellaneous  items. 
Each  year  new  construction  adds  to  the  volume  of  work  necessary  to  maintain  the 
various  systems  which  serve  the  community.  The  past  few  years  have  seen  much 
new  construction,  yet  maintenance  allotments  have  been  decreased  in  many 
cases  and  our  resources  have  been  utilized  to  the  utmost  in  an  endeavor  to  cope 
with  this  problem  of  propeily  maintaining  these  various  public  service  systems 
and  structures.  A few  additions  to  our  present  equipment  would  materially  aid 
us  in  our  maintenance  work  with  the  present  allotments  for  this  progr’am. 

Mor-e  detailed  descriptions  and  discussions  of  our  construction  and  work  will 
follow  under  the  different  departmental  headings. 

HIGHWAY  DIVISION 

Again  this  year  the  rui*al  roads  have  been  the  scene  of  a large  proportion  of 
our  activity,  which  they  r-ightfully  deserve.  They  no  longer  are  roads  used  only 
for  light,  local  traffic.  As  these  roads  are  improved,  traffic  from  the  heavily 
travelled  main  roads  tend  to  use  the  rural  roads  for  cross  country  travel,  from  one 
main  ardery  to  another,  thus  relieving  the  congestion  of  traffic  in  central  locations. 
Formerly  these  r’oads  were  narrow  and  irregular  for  both  line  and  grade,  a combina- 
of  circumstances  which  is  detrimental  to  any  volume  of  traffic.  Under  this  W. 
P.  A.  project  the  travelled  ways  have  been  widened  as  much  as  ten  or  twelve 
feet,  curves  arrd  grades  adjusted  whenever  possible,  and  generally  the  entire 
width  of  the  travelled  way  was  treated  with  asphalt.  Following  is  a resume  of  the 
wor-k  under  this  W.  P.  A.  project: 


Length 

Total 

Reconstructed 

Width 

Sq.  Yds. 

Bishop  Str-eet 

26  feet 

12,710 

Pike  Avenue 

12630  “ 

21  “ 

29,500 

Steere  Street 

4400  “ 

20  “ 

9,800 

Oak  Hill  Avenue 

30  “ 

15  “ 

500 

1300  “ 

26  “ 

3,750 

4500  “ 

30  “ 

15,000 

3000  “ 

12  “ 

4,000 

West  Street 

1500  “ 

26  “ 

4,340 

Bacon  Street 

1100 

26  “ 

3,200 

Old  Post  Road 

1550  “ 

30  “ 

5,200 

Robinson  Avenue 

1150  “ 

26  “ 

3,330 

Mendon  Road 

1000  “ 

26  “ 

2, too 

Handy  Street 

Total  of 

250  “ 

20  “ 

560 
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It  is  hoped  that  next  year  this  project  may  be  continued  as  we  still  have  miles 
of  this  type  of  roadway  which  is  in  urgent  need  of  repair. 

Lhider  a separate  W.  P.  A.  project  several  newly  accepted  streets  were  con- 
structed, part  of  the  construction  having  begun  in  the  latter  part  of  1938.  The 
streets  constructed  were  Church  Street,  Mary  Street,  Payson  Stieet,  Davis 
Avenue,  Piince  Stieet  and  Blackbouine  Road,  a total  of  8,()10  square  yards.  Undei 
City  forces  portions  of  three  streets  were  reconstructed  namely,  Ashton  Road, 
Parker  Street  and  Clifton  Street,  a total  of  3,640  square  yards. 

Included  in  our  regulai  maintenance  program,  the  following  streets  received 
an  asphalt  treatment  with  a covering  of  peastone:  Watei  Street,  Sanford  Street, 
Hayward  Street  and  Elizabeth  Street,  a total  yardage  of  5,100  square  yards. 

The  following  streets  received  an  asphalt  treatment  with  a sand  covering : 
Upland  Road,  Payson  Street,  Mulberry  Street,  Foster  Street,  East  Fourth  Street, 
Second  Street,  Grove  Street,  and  several  streets  where  trench  work  necessitated 
repair,  a total  of  9,230  square  yards. 

On  Read  Street  between  Morgan  Street  and  Garden  Street  a condition  existed 
which  for  years  had  been  troublesome  and  at  times  danger  ous.  Surface  water 
from  the  area  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  road  drained  on  to  Read  Street  and 
during  the  winter  would  cover  the  entire  travelled  way  with  a heavy  coating  of 
ice,  reating  a serious  hazard  to  traffic.  To  eliminate  the  condition,  in  spite  of 
costly  maintenance,  drainage  lines  and  catch  basins  were  constructed  to  collect 
this  excess  water  and  carry  it  to  a culvert  near  Morgan  Street. 

Because  of  the  proposed  construction  of  a manufacturing  plant  on  the 
Manchester  property  adjacent  to  Olive  Street  and  the  Railroad,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  relocate  and  replace  with  a new  service  system  an  old  drainage  line 
which  served  the  center  of  the  city,  and  ran  diagonally  across  the  property  to  the 
Ten  Mile  River.  The  new  drainage  line  was  constructed  of  27”  double  strength 
vitrified  pipe,  its  new  location  running  parallel  with  the  Railroad  right-of-way  to 
the  base  of  the  Olive  Street  embankment,  then  along  the  base  of  the  embankment 
to  its  intersection  with  the  old  drainage  line  on  Ellis  Street.  The  total  length  of 
pipe  placed  was  1,060  feet,  with  construction  of  three  manholes. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  the  project  for  making  concrete  drainage  pipe 
was  closed.  During  the  summer  much  of  the  supply  on  hand  was  used  and  in  the 
early  fall  the  making  of  pipe  was  resumed,  using  Welfare  labor. 

Thei-e  were  two  sewer  extensions  constructed  during  the  year.  The  first 
extension  was  made  on  Clarence  Street,  from  Ellis  Street  to  Kimball  Street,  200 
feet  of  pipe  having  been  placed  and  one  manhole  constructed. 

Another  sewer  extension  was  made  on  Major  Street  and  Martin  Street. 
Construction  started  on  Major  Street  and  continued  to  Martin  Street  a distance 
of  213  feet,  then  along  Martin  Street  to  East  Str-eet  a distance  of  286  feet.  Two 
manholes  were  also  constructed. 

The  demand  of  property  owner's  for  the  construction  fo  granolithic  walks  and 
installation  of  granite  curbing,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  setup,  has  again  demonstrated 
the  popularity  of  this  work.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  the  coming  year  an  equally 
large  amount  of  sidewalk  and  curb  will  be  placed,  if  funds  are  set  up  for  this  work. 

During  the  year  two  new  pieces  of  equipment  were  purchased  for  the  High- 
way Department.  They  are  as  follows : machinery  and  equipment  for  the  operation 
of  the  screening  plant,  and  a new  sand  spreader  for  use  in  spreading  sand  on  streets. 

Previous  to  1939  the  department  had  always  purchased  all  the  sand  which 
was  required  for  construction  and  maintenance  also  a portion  of  the  graded  stone. 
The  approximate  annual  cost  for  the  sand  purchased  was  11,800.00.  The  ap- 
proximate annual  cost  for  stone  purchased  was  $200.00.  After  considerable  stirdy 
and  investigation  of  various  plants  it  was  concluded  that  a ver-y  substantial  sav- 
ing could  be  effected  by  the  constr-uction  of  our  own  screening  plant.  A plant  was 
designed  for  our  specific  requirements  with  its  location  at  our  so-called  Bliss’  Pit, 

In  June  excavation  for  the  foundations  of  the  sarrd  bins  was  started.  Con- 
struction and  installation  of  machinery  was  carried  on  by  our  own  City  men. 
'Phe  supervision  on  the  installation  of  the  machinery  was  furnished  by  the  New 
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England  Road  Machinery  Company  from  whom  the  mechanical  equipment  was 
purchased.  The  plant  was  completed  in  October  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  800 
cubic  yards  of  material  had  been  screened,  85  per  cent  of  which  was  sand.  The 
purchase  cost  of  this  material  would  be  approximately  $450.00. 

At  the  South  Attleboro  stone  crushing  plant,  work  was  begun  in  the  middle  of 
December  to  build  a new  motor  house  in  a new  location,  near  the  crushing  ap- 
paratus. Also,  a new  concrete  pit  is  to  be  built  for  the  crushing  apparatus. 
When  the  project  is  completed,  the  operation  of  the  crusher  will  be  simplified 
and  the  structure  of  permanent  construction. 

For  a number  of  years  the  30”  re-enforced  concrete  elevated  sewer  conduit  in 
Hebronville  caused  considerable  concern.  This  structure  which  is  560  feet  long 
showed  considerable  deterioration,  particularly  at  the  expansion  joints  and  at  the 
supprting  bents.  Because  of  leakage  at  the  expansion  joints  seveial  attempts 
had  been  made  to  repair  the  joints,  which  was  effective  to  some  extent  but  the 
fact  remained  that  it  was  only  a temporary  measure  and  either  a replacement  or 
an  extensive  reconditioning  was  necessary  to  eliminate  the  hazardous  conditions. 

In  June  bids  weie  received  for  the  complete  reconditioning  of  the  structure. 
The  contract  was  finally  awarded  to  the  Natiorral  Gunite  Contracting  Company 
of  Boston.  Specifications  called  for  the  placirrg  of  a new  re-enforced  concrete 
shell  around  the  outside  of  the  present  conduit  and  rebuilding  the  supporting 
structures  and  expansion  joints.  The  concrete  was  placed  under  pressure  with  a 
wire  mesh  re-enforcement  being  used.  The  new  concrete  shell  is  two  irrches  thick. 

The  construction  required  less  than  a week  for  completion  and  during  the 
construction  period  the  sewage  was  diverted  into  a newly  constructed  settling 
basin  from  which  the  effluent  was  directed  into  the  Ten  Mile  River.  All  sewage 
was  treated  with  chlorine  in  the  settling  basis. 

It  should  be  stated  here  that  chlorination  was  an  important  feature  in  this 
work  because  of  the  fact  that  the  Ten  Mile  River  is  the  source  of  water  supply 
for  the  Town  of  East  Providence.  Our  own  State  Health  Department,  the  Rhode 
Island  State  Health  Department  and  officials  of  the  East  Providence  Water 
Department  were  very  cooperative  and  we  are  assured  that  the  work  received 
their  entire  approval. 

The  project  has  proven  satisfactory  and  successful  in  eliminating  a condition 
which  could  have  seriously  interrupted  the  entire  sewer  disposal  service  of  the 
city.  The  bid  price  of  the  National  Gunite  Contracting  Company  of  Boston  for 
this  work  was  $4,400.00. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Equipment 

Following  are  my  recommendations  for  the  purchasing  of  new  equipment  to 
replace  old  units  or  as  new  additions  to  our  present  fleet.  Several  of  my  recom- 
mendations have  been  made  in  previous  reports,  and  by  repetition  I wish  to  stress 
their  importance. 

1.  Bulldozer — This  is  an  auxiliary  unit  for  attachment  to  a tractor  for  use 
in  all  grading  operations.  It  eliminates  laborious  and  costly  hand  grading,  and 
the  increased  amount  of  material  which  it  can  handle  reduces  the  time  of  con- 
struction enormously. 

2.  One  twelve-ton  Gasoline  Roller — At  the  present  time  we  have  two  road 
rollers.  One  is  a steam  roller  which  is  24  years  old  and  has  been  in  continual  ser- 
vice. This  has  been  accomplished  only  through  excessive  maintenance  costs  in 
the  past  several  years.  This  roller  should  be  replaced.  The  gasoline  powered 
roller  has  been  reconditioned  and  several  years’  service  may  be  anticipated  without 
unreasonable  maintenance  cost. 

3.  One  small  Tandem  Roller — A roller  of  this  type  is  used  mainly  for  patch- 
ing of  roads  and  sidewalks.  Its  use,  however,  is  not  limited  to  maintenance  work. 
In  new  construction  it  could  be  used  advantageously  for  light  work  where  it  is 
not  feasible  or  possible  to  use  the  heavy  rollers. 

4.  Mechanical  Rotary  Sweeper — With  the  small  allotment  of  money  made 
each  year  for  the  sweeping  and  cleaning  of  streets,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  extend 
the  area  of  such  operations  outside  of  the  business  area  with  the  present  antiquated 
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method  of  hand  sweeping.  The  purchase  of  an  inexpensive  mechanical  sweeper 
is  the  only  possible  way  of  extending  this  service  with  the  limited  funds  available. 

5.  Road  Drag — This  is  a comparatively  simple  and  inexj)ensive  piece  of 
equipment  which  is  used  in  shaping  road  sui’faces  previous  to  the  application  of 
asphalt.  Its  use  insures  a smooth,  unifoirn  road  suiface. 

b.  ddiree  poitable  sidewalk  snow-plowing  units — Eveiy  year  we  are  con- 
fronted with  the  problem  of  obtaining  enough  juivately  owned  horses  to  do  the 
necessary  snow  j)lowing  on  the  city  sidewalks.  After  we  do  obtain  the  horses 
the  cost  of  maintaining  them  throughout  the  winter  months  would  represent  a 
substantial  part  of  the  cost  of  the  three  recommended  units.  May  I stress  again 
the  point  that  each  {joi-table  unit  would  take  the  place  of  two  horse-drawn  plows. 
If  a storm  should  be  severe  and  require  continuous  plowing  for  more  than  eight 
hours,  the  motorized  unit  would  be  available  for  any  length  of  time,  whereas  the 
horse-drawn  unit  would  have  to  be  sent  in  for  several  hours  of  rest  before  resuming 
work.  The  portable  plows  have  been  demonstrated  here  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  they  would  prove  to  meet  every  requirement  of  peiformance  and 
economical  operation. 

7.  Thirty-ton  trailer — Again  1 wish  to  recommend  the  purchase  of  a trailer 
for  transporting  our  power  shovel  and  other  heavy  loads.  Ever  since  we  pur- 
chased the  power  shovel  it  has  been  necessary  to  hii-e  a trailer  every  time  we  wished 
to  move  the  shovel  from  one  location  to  another.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a used 
trailer  could  be  purchased  at  a reasonable  figure. 

S.  The  following  trucks  should  be  replaced  with  new  equipment: 

U 192b  Ford  1 1-2  Yard  Truck 
1 — 1930  Cheviolet  1 1-2  Yard  Truck 
1 — 1933  Chevrolet  1 1-2  \kard  d ruck 

It  is  not  advisable  to  keep  these  trucks  any  longer.  They  can  hardly  be 
depended  iq)on  for  anything  but  the  lightest  work  and  the  maintenance  costs  are 
excessive.  1 recommend  that  the  above  mentioned  trucks  be  replaced  with  new 
trucks  of  the  following  sizes: 

1 —  3 ton  Truck,  dump  body  with  hydraulic  hoist 

2 —  2 yard  Trucks,  dump  bodies  with  hydraulic  hoists 

9.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a one-half  cubic  yard  power  shovel.  Since 
obtaining  this  unit  we  have  been  able  to  increase  the  volume  of  construction 
tremendously  at  no  additional  cost,  except  for  material.  Consequently  unit 
costs  of  construction  have  decreased  sharply  on  projects  where  we  operated  the 
[rower  shovel.  We  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  on  any  project  requiring  ex- 
cavation either'  on  location  or  from  a gravel  jrit  the  only  economical  procedrtre  is 
to  irse  the  jrower  shovel. 

The  opportunities  for  the  itse  of  a [rower  shovel  have  been  irrcreased  to  the 
extent  that  a shovel  of  lar'ger  ca[racity  is  rrecessary  if  we  ar-e  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  savings  made  possible  by  the  irse  of  this  unit  orr  every  [rroject  wher-e  it  is 
possible  to  (rperate  a [rower  shovel.  1 therefore  r-ecommerrd  that  the  pr-esent  1-2 
yar'd  [rower  shovel  be  tur  rred  in  towar'd  the  [rirr'chase  of  a new  3-4  yard  prrwer  slurvel 
Irefore  oitr  heavy  construction  seasorr  operrs  in  1940. 

10.  As  noted  previously  irr  this  report  our  screening  plant  at  Bliss’  Pit  was 
completed  in  the  fall  and  nearly  a thousand  yards  of  material  wer’e  screened. 
In  1940  we  anticipate  the  use  of  15,000  cubic  yards  of  sand,  graded  stone  and 
crushed  storre.  Much  of  this  material  was  for-merly  pirr chased.  With  our 
crushing  and  scr'eerring  plants  we  plan  to  produce  all  of  this  material  our^selves. 

All  the  material  which  is  run  thr-ough  the  plants  is  usually  harrdled  twice; 
fii’st  from  the  pit  to  the  plarrt,  arrd  second,  from  the  stock  piles  of  finished  pr-odirct 
onto  trucks  for  dispo.sition  to  the  various  work  locations.  The  work  of  handling 
may  be  done  with  either  a power  shovel  or  a loader,  the  loader  being  the  most 
practical  unit  for  this  work.  If  we  were  to  employ  our  power  shovel  for  this 
work  during  our  best  season,  also  if  hand  excavation  were  resorted  to,  unit  costs 
of  construction  would  increase  to  a point  where  certairr  types  of  work  would  be 
impracticable. 
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For  all  around  efficiency  and  satisfactory  operation  I recommend  the  pur- 
chase of  a self-proirelling,  self-feeding,  elevating  bucket  loader  with  a capacity  of 
three  cubic  yar-ds  per  minute,  ddiis  unit  can  also  be  convei'ted  into  a snow  loader 
for  clearing  snow  from  the  sti’eets.  This  would  he  pai’ticulai’ly  desirable  for  the 
business  area. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

1.  Highland  .Ayenue  from  Washington  Street  to  the  Rhode  Island  line  should 
be  reconsti’ucted  in  the  near  future.  In  U;.‘3<S  a sitrvey  was  made  by  the  State  in 
anticipation  of  the  constrirction  being  done  in  1939  as  a Chapter  90  project.  Be- 
cause of  ciri’tailment  of  fluids  by  the  State  this  work  was  not  done.  For  the  past 
sevei-al  years  the  i-oadway  has  been  a hazai-d  to  traffic,  ddiese  (xmditions  have 
not  been  due  to  lack  of  maintenance,  for'  every  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain 
the  existing  roadway.  C round  water  and  poor  foundation  material  r-equiie  the 
I’econstmction  of  the  road  and  the  installation  of  dr  ainage  lines  and  structures  to 
car-ry  off  the  excess  water.  Rhode  Islam!  has  r-econstr-ucted  their  portion  of  this 
roaii  which  is  a connecting  link  between  state  highways  in  both  States.  1 recom- 
mend this  project  be  given  serious  consideration  in  the  coming  year. 

2.  In  1937  we  r-esur-faced  Hank  Street  from  Park  Str-eet  to  Sanford  Str-eet 
using  a pr-e-mixed  bituminous  material  which  was  rolled  on  over  the  old  I’oadway 
to  a depth  of  1 1-2”.  It  has  proven  itself  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  we  olrtained 
a smooth,  even  surface  over  one  which  previously  had  been  very  uneverr.  1 
recommend  that  Park  Street  from  the  Railroad  arch  to  County  Str-eet  be  r’esur- 
faced  using  a pie-mixed  asphalt  material  similar  to  that  used  on  I'ank  Street. 

3.  As  noted  before  in  this  rejroi't  great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  re- 
construction of  our  r ur-al  I’oadways.  We  still  have  many  miles  which  are  in  need 
of  repair-.  The  impr-overnent  of  these  r-oad-ways  should  not  be  r-egar-ded  lightly 
and  1 r-ecornmend  that  funds  be  made  available  in  the  (arming  year  to  continue 
our  Road  Impr’ovement  jrroject. 

4.  A subjeid  which  has  Ireen  the  topi(t  of  discussion  at  various  times  was  the 
advisability  of  developing  one  of  the  platted  streets  running  between  Washington 
Str-eet  and  Newiror  t Avenue  near  the  Rhode  Island  line.  One  reason  for  developing 
one  of  these  streets  would  be  to  provide  access  to  South  Attleboro  with  a future 
sewer-  trirnk  line  and  a water  belt  line.  In  addition  to  this  it  would  irrovide  a cr  cjss 
countr-y  link  between  the  two  state  highways.  After-  a study  of  the  territor-y,  I 
would  suggest  (k)lliris  Str-eet  as  being  the  most  logical  choice  for-  development. 

1 am  including  this  item  in  my  r eport  to  emjrhasize  the  importance  of  considering 
future  improvements,  should  any  roadway  be  developed  in  this  area. 

Various  statistics  per-taining  to  the  Highway  Department  ar-e  given  in  the 
following  tables: 


H- SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING 
GRANOLITEIC  SIDEWALKS  AND  GRANITE  CURB 


City  I’orces 

Location 

School  Street 

Shaw  Avenue 

Bank  Street 

Peck  Street 

Park  Str-eet 

Maple  Str-eet 

Pleasant  Street 

Olive  Street 

Str.  Curb 
Lin.  Ft. 
1().70 

2- Ft.  Cor. 
1 

Circle  Curb. 
Lin.  Ft. 

35. 9C) 

22 . 00 
25 . (50 
11.90 
11.00 
12.  (5(5 

Gran.  Walks 
Sq.  Yds. 
2S.49 
34 . 43 

Totals 

1().70 

1 

119.12 

(52 . 92 

W.  P.  A.  SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING  PROJECT 


Location  Str.  Curb 

Lin.  Ft. 

Beacon 11.00 

Benefit  Street 

Blackbourn  Road 1210.65 

Carpenter  Street 87.30 

Cdaflin  Street 

Clarence  Street 303 . 30 

County  Street 38.45 

Curtis  Avenue 44.87 

Davis  Avenue 413.30 

Dean  Street 

Dennis  Street 144.80 

Dexter  Street 01.00 

Dunham  Street 75.40 

East  Street 

Elizabeth  Street 122.15 

Elmwood  Avenue 09.70 

Emory  Street 139 . 30 

Florence  Street 

Foley  Street 

Forest  Street 321.70 

F'ourth  Street 

Garden  Street 740 . 00 

G ardner  Street 259 . 70 

Hazel  Street 708.73 

Hebron  Avenue 273.00 

Hodf>;es  Street 

H olinaii  Street 

Holden  Street 1,589 . 58 

Hope  Street 79.31 

Horton  Street 318.77 

Howard  Avenue 

J ames  Street 58.27 

Jefferson  Street 

John  Street 130.55 

Lamb  Street 54.80 

Linden  Street 34.00 

Maple  Street 580 . 84 

Martin  Street 38.10 

Mary  Street 45.03 

Mechanic  Street 130.45 

Mendon  Road 50.74 

Mulbei  ry  Street 186.23 

Newport  Avenue 71.00 

No.  Main  Street 

Orange  Street 163.53 

Palm  Street 275.04 

Park  Street 

Park  Avenue 

Parkei  Street 354.02 

Pearl  Street 

Peck  Street 

Perrin  Street 

Pine  Street 

Pleasant  Street 260.15 

Prince  Street 

Payson  Street 223 . 02 


Ft.  Cor. 

Circle  Curb 

Gran.  Walks 

Lin.  Ft. 

Sq.  Yds. 

3 

39 . 09 
99 . 98 

0 

218.35 

0 

11.00 

407.25 

13.25 

100.43 

8 

10.80 

259 . 52 

2 

9 . 35 

2 

43 . 53 

8 

243 . 70 

14 

035 . 70 

2 

41  .35 

2 

52.10 

4 

112.07 

2 

38.00 

3 

130.10 

r. 

09.28 

1 

57.38 

4 

104.80 

15 

11.70 

1,237.00 

2 

133.74 

14 

2 

29.91 

209 . 25 

8 

9 . 95 

3.59.42 

5 

11.00 

58.10 

2 

39 . 80 

40 

201.34 

1 

1.57.33 

14 

288.00 

5 

140 . .30 

4 

.59.91 

.54.25 

() 

277.75 

.38.40 

2 

313.. 57 

10 

21.99 

090.23 

2 

,35.70 

2 

2 

42.07 

33.04 

0 

70.18 

2 

374 . 70 
149.97 

4 

71.,''-0 

4 

225 . 33 
84.03 
143.41 

0 

11.72 

338 . 77 

2 

79 . 88 

14 

300.03 
23 . 75 

8 

.506.48 

6 

327.81 
283 . 75 

4 

124.87 
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Robert  Street 35.40 

R iiggles  Street 155.90 

Second  Street 

Shaw  Avenue 

South  Main  Street 273.50 

State  Street 

Tanager  Road 194.20 

Thacher  Street 73.05 

Third  Street 

Union  Street 

Upland  Road 201.01 

West  Street 405.50 

Wolfenden  Street 180.80 


Totals 10,412.02 


2 

43.31 

21.98 

174.31 

30.05 

31.53 

16 

12.57 

1,049.87 

6 

167.32 

4 

11.00 

134 . 49 

2 

125.08 

4 

224.08 

8 

413.21 

9 

176.10 

2 

14.14 

507 . 73 

323 

200 . 42 

13,338.15 

STREET  LIGHTING 

Number  and  kind  of  lights  in  use  January  1,  1939 


Kind 

Number 

Cost 

1000  C.  P 

92 

$94.00  each 

Sunset  to  1 1 :30  p.  m. 

1000  C.  P. 

33 

16.00  each 

11 :30  p.  m.  to  sunrise 

250  C.  P. 

5 

45 . 00  each 

All  night  lights 

100  C.  P. 

45 

22 . 00  each 

All  night  lights 

60  C.  P. 

1215 

16 . 50  each 

All  night  lights 

()0  C.  P, 

20 

16.50  each 

All  night  lights  under  railroad 
arches 

Traffic  Blinkers 

3 

28.00  each 

24  houi  flashing  service 

Street  lights  placed  during  1939 
60  Candle  Power 


Date  Placed 
January  5 

January  5 

Januaiy  5 
January  5 
March  23 

March  23 
March  23 


Street 

South  Main  St.oj)p.  Dodge- 
ville  School 
So.  Main  St.  near 
Thurber  Ave. 

Highland  Street 
iVIulberry  Street 
Payson  St.  at  Blacklnirn 
Road 

Payson  St.  at  Ashton  Rd. 
Pai  ker  Street 


Date  Placed  Street 
March  23  Alder  Street 

March  23  ('or.  Westgate  and  Nor- 

folk Row 

March  24  Palm  Street 
December  1 5 Rosewood  Avenue 
December  15  Hawthorne  Avenue 
December  15  Hackett  Avenue 
December  15  Althea  Avenue 
December  15  Knight  Avenue 


100  Candle  Power 

December  15  North  Main  Street — on  new  Parking  Area 


Number  and  kind  of  lights  in  use  December  31,  1939 


Kind 

Number 

Cost 

1000  U.  P. 

92 

$94.00  each 

Sunset  to  11 :30  p.  m. 

1000  C.  P. 

33 

16.00  each 

11 :30  p.  m.  to  sunrise 

250  C.  P. 

5 

45 . 00  each 

All  night  lights 

100  C.  P. 

45 

22 . 00  each 

All  night  lights 

100  C.  P. 

1 

47 . 00  each 

All  night  lights 

60  C.  P. 

1230 

16.50  each 

All  night  lights 

60  C.  P. 

20 

16 . 50  each 

All  night  hghts  under  railroad 
arches 

Traffic  Blinkers 

2 

29.04  each 

24  hour  flashing  service 
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SEWERS,  OPERATION  AND  MAINTENANCE 


Caretaker  at  Beds $1,355.71 

Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  Beds: 

Laboi $292.42 

Material 26.60  319.02 


Insurance 97.70 

Taxes: 

Town  of  Seekonk 74.50 

City  of  Pawtucket 14.21  88.71 


Maintenance  and  Operation  of  Sewer  System 

Labor 205.99 

City  of  Attleboro — Water  CTarge 100.00 

Material 143.79  449.78 


$2,310 . 92 


SEWER  CONNECTIONS 

Total  connections  Jan.  1,  1939.  . . .1911  Buildings  served 
Connections  added  drrring  1939 ...  28 

Total 1939 

SEWER  EXTENSIONS 

Street  Size 

Clarence  Street  8” 

Major  Street 8” 

Martin  Street 8” 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


Conparison  of  Itemized  Expenditures  for 


1920 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Resurfacing $ 

13,850.45 

> 6,918.71 
1,996.26 

^ 5,090.64 

$ 4,538.64 

Drains  Mainterrarrce 

1,556.53 

1,858.32 

2,583.07 

Street  Sweeping 

2,611  .32 

939.19 

796.61 

863.32 

Street  Patching 

9,572 . 84 

4,305.45 

3,887.03 

4,253 . 79 

Street  Cleaning 

7,998.46 

2,438.31 

1,679.93 

1 ,335 . 08 

Sidewalk  Maintenance. . . 
Equipment,  Maintenance 

5,142.73 

938 . 80 

731 .04 

692 . 76 

and  Repair 

426 . 52 

191 .48 

663 . 28 

Road  Rollers 

Highway  Auto  Mainte- 

1,757.95 

853 . 89 

563.66 

979 . 82 

nance  

726 . 70 

286 . 49 

917.55 

743 . 74 

Road  Oil  and  Tar 

Bridges,  Fences  and  Cul- 

22,188.37 

2,217.54 

2,052 . 1 5 

2,961 .39 

ver  ts 

608.04 

1,123.60 

1,341.66 

1,714.93 

1,025.03 

Crushers 

Ten  Mile  River  and 

185.42 

362.62 

529 . 89 

Thacher  Brook 

711.26 

44.65 

66 . 58 

104.65 

Insurance 

Rent,  Maynard  St.  Land 

2,062.41 

69.60 

1 ,590 . 49 

724.13 

1,657.13 

Vacations 

393.28 

544.68 

384.17 

380 . 26 

Signs,  Clock  and  Numbers 

344 . 00 

344.04 

279.51 

111.43 

Incidentals 

48.35 

39.65 

74 . 76 

Snow  and  Ice 

Unexpended  Balance  of 
1919  Appropriation. . . . 

11,073.23 
19,981 . 13 

2,647.71 

7,311.24 

6,185.15 

Length 
200  feet 
212.91  feet 
286.10  feet 


2123 
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Deferred  Barn,  Stone 
and  Gravel  Charges . . . 955 . 95 

Cl  osswalks 222 . 1 1 

Caie  of  Common 335.85 

Express,  PYeight,  etc 349 . 65 


$102,697.28  $ 28,027.30  I 28,445.24  $ 30,868.23 
* 208 . 21 


$ 27,819.09 


New  Equipment 3,665.80  6,000.00  6,000.00  3,475.00 

(Listed  as  Machinery, 

Tools,  etc.,  1920) 

Repair  Division — Labor 

and  Material 9,000.93 


(Paid  by  Special  Accounts 
in  1920-1937-1938) 


**$106,363.08  $ 33,819.09  $ 34,445.24  $ 43,344.16 

*Highway  Maintenance  accounts  used  for  City’s  ('ontribution  to  W.  P.  A. 
**These  totals  exclude  Sidewalks  and  Curbing. 


WATER  DIVISION 

This  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy  year  for  our  Water  Department.  Ex- 
tensive additions  have  been  made  to  our  water  supply  system.  The  large  per- 
centage of  new  work  was  done  under  a W.P.A.  project  calling  for  over  seven  miles 
of  new  water  mains  ranging  in  size  from  6”  diameter  to  10”  diameter  pipe,  of 
which  approximately  four  miles  were  completed  this  year.  The  locations  were 
well  distributed  over  all  sections  of  the  city  and  included  mains  which  were  of 
vital  importance  for  the  protection  of  certain  sections  of  the  city. 

A portion  of  this  project  remains  to  be  completed  in  1940  and  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  that  funds  be  made  available  so  that  the  work  as  outlined  in  the  project 
may  be  completed  in  the  coming  year. 

In  addition  to  the  new  construction  of  main  line  extensions  this  department 
takes  care  of  the  installation  of  all  new  private  service  lines  and  replacing  of  old 
service  lines.  Maintenance  of  the  entire  water  supply  system  constitutes  a major 
item  in  this  work  program  and  consists  of  an  available  24-houi  service  to  the 
community. 

I wish  to  extend  my  appreciation  to  the  North  Attleboro  Highway  Depart- 
ment for  the  excellent  work  which  they  are  doing  at  the  Hoppin  Hill  Reservoir. 
This  work  is  being  done  as  a result  of  an  agreement  between  the  City  of  Attleboro 
and  the  Town  of  North  Attleboro,  by  which  the  city  agreed  to  contribute  $1,000.00 
toward  the  improvement  of  the  roadway  which  crosses  the  Reservoir  at  the  upper 
end.  This  agreement  also  obligated  the  Town  of  North  Attleboro  to  take  over 
the  entire  future  maintenance  of  this  highway.  The  construction  consists  of 
the  following:  repair  to  roadway,  construction  of  stone  retaining  wall,  erection 

of  new  guard  fence  and  riprapping  of  slopes. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

Improvements 

1 . As  stated  in  a previous  report  a portion  of  the  outer  brick  covering  on  the 
standpipe  was  removed  as  an  emergency  measure  because  of  large  sections  of  the 
brick  covering  falling  down.  This  is  merely  a temporary  measure  and  as  recom- 
mended previously  the  tank  should  be  waterproofed  inside  and  the  outside  should 
be  entirely  reconditioned.  It  is  of  utmost  importance  that  the  existing  conditions 
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be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  prevent  an 
emergency  which  would  require  expensive,  continuous  pumping  of  our  entire 
city  water  supply.  I also  recommend  a study  being  made  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  an  additional  standpipe. 

2.  I recommend  the  installation  of  an  additional  12”  water  main  from  the 
})umping  station  to  Highland  Avenue.  There  is  at  present  only  one  main  which 
supplies  South  Attleboro  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  detail  re- 
garding the  consequences  should  the  single  present  main  be  closed  in  the  event  of 
an  emergency. 

3.  We  have  had  considerable  trouble  with  persons  who  have  tampered  with 
the  locks  on  the  door  to  the  gate  house  at  the  stand  pipe.  In  some  cases  entrance 
has  been  made  into  the  gate  house  where  theie  is  located  the  controlling  devices 
for  water  entering  and  leaving  the  standpipe,  and  any  tampering  with  the  valves 
would  result  in  very  serious  consequences  as  it  controls  the  supply  to  the  entire 
city.  Everything  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  purchasing  locks  which  were 
guaranteed  to  be  tamper  pi  oof,  but  to  no  avail,  since  even  the  best  lock  available 
was  opened  within  a few  days. 

In  view  of  the  past  experiences,  I recommend  that  a seven  foot  chain  link 
fence  with  barbed  wire  top  be  placed  around  the  standpipe  to  prevent,  if  possible 
any  access  by  outsiders  to  the  standpipe. 

Equipment: 

1.  1 recommend  the  rejilacement  of  a 1929  Ford  pick-up  truck  with  a new 
t ruck  of  the  same  capacity  and  style.  The  old  truck  has  had  ten  years  of  con- 
tinual service  and  cannot  be  depended  upon. 

2.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a tapping  machine  which  is  at  least  30  years 
old.  No  repair  parts  can  be  obtained  for  this  machine  unless  is  it  sent  to  the 
factory  and  the  parts  made  up  sjiecially  for  it,  which  is  very  expensive.  This 
machine  is  used  on  water  installation  of  main  lines  where  they  connect  with 
present  main  lines  having  no  fittings  foi  such  a connection.  These  connections 
must  be  made  under  full  pressure  without  any  interiiqition  of  service.  I recom- 
mend the  purchase  of  a new  tap]iing  machine  having  a capacity  of  from  two  inches 
to  twelve  inches. 

3.  I wish  to  call  to  your  attention  again  the  advisability  of  increasing  the 

allotment  for  our  meter  department  to  $2,500.00  for  the  coming  year.  Un- 
doubtedly it  would  be  impossible  to  replace  all  the  old  meters  in  one  year  due  to 
the  large  sum  of  money  required.  As  an  alternative  procedure,  I am  recom- 
mending the  above  amount  on  the  basis  of  the  following  plan:  There  are  ap- 

pioximately  4000  meters  in  use  at  the  present  time,  and  assuming  the  average 
life  of  each  meter  to  be  20  years,  the  number  to  be  replaced  each  year  would  be 
200  meters  at  a cost  of  $10.00  each,  a total  of  $2,000.00.  Then  each  year  we 
have  a number  of  new  services  installed  which  require  a meter.  As  a result  of 
new  water  main  installation,  the  unusual  number  of  approximately  35  meters  were 
added  this  year.  This  cost  plus  the  repair  and  testing  costs  on  meters  inservice 
would  require  at  least  an  addition  a $500.00. 

This  plan  of  providing  an  adequate  replacement  of  old  meters  insures  a 
definite  saving  to  the  city  because  old  meters  record  less  than  the  actual  amount 
of  water  used.  The  extent  of  this  discrepancy  depends  upon  the  condition  of 
the  meter.  Also,  an  inequality  exists  between  consumers  who  have  new,  efficient 
meters  and  those  having  old,  under-rating  meters. 

\'arious  statistics  j)ertaining  to  the  Water  Depaitment  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing tables: 


New  Services  and  Replacements 

Following  are  charts  giving  the  costs  and  other  pertinent  data  relative  to  the 
placing  of  new  services  and  replacements  of  old  services. 
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New  Services — 1939 


Cost  Main  Cost — Street 

to  Street  Line  to  Total 

Size  Number  Length  in  Feet  Line  House  Cost 

3-4  inch *65  3393'  $1396.05  $ 684.68  $2080.73 

11-4  inch **  2 162’  122.56  38.70  161.26 

2 inch 1 80’  90.00  90.00 

6 inch 1 15  Fire  Service  143.50  143.50 


*(3-4”  Services) — 32  charged  to  W-Services 

24  charged  to  W.  P.  A.  Project  No,  30616 
6 charged  to  Highway  Fund — Chapt.  500,  Acts  of  1938 
1 charged  to  Clarence  St.  Main  Line  Extension 
1 charged  to  East  St.  Main  Line  Extension 
1 charged  to  Riverside  Ave,  Main  Line  Extension 
**(1  1-4”  Services) — 1 charged  to  W-Services 

1 charged  to  W.  P.  A.  Project  No,  30616 


Service  Replacements — 1939 

Cost— Main  Cost — Street 
to  Street  Line  to  Total 

Size  Number  Length  in  Feet  Line  House  Cost 

*A—106 

3-4inch  **12i)  *B— 7 2344’ 6”  $2316.37  $ 293.70  $2610.07 

*C— 16 

**(3-4”  Service  Replacements) — 49  charged  to  W-Services 

78  charged  to  W.  P.  Project  No.  30616 
2 charged  to  W,  P.  A.  Road  Improvement 
*A — ^Services  lejtlaced  from  main  to  street  line 
*13 — ^Services  replaced  from  street  line  to  house 
*(’ — Services  replaced  from  main  to  house 


* 1939  MAIN  LINE  EXTENSIONS 
( Charged  to  W-  Main  Line  Extension) 


Street  Location  6”  Pipe  8”  Pipe  10”  Pipe 

Thornton  Street 94’  6” 


1939  MAIN  LINE  EXTENSIONS 


(Charged  to  W.  P.  A.  Project  No.  30616) 


Brook  Street 

East  Street  (Replacement) 

Field  Road 

Gustin  Avenue  (Replacement) . . 
Harvard  Street  (Replacement).  . 

Horton  Street 

Oak  Hill  Avenue  (Replacement) 
(Rehoboth  Line,  northerly) 

Oak  Hill  Avenue 

(Reynolds  Ave.  to  Locust  St.) 

Pleasant  Street 

Solomon  Street  (Replacement) . . 
Perry  Avenue  (Replacement) . . . 

Tufts  Street  (Replacement) 

Westminster  Street 

Yale  Street  (Replacement) 


378’ 


391’ 

712’ 

1309’ 

142’ 

303’ 

1119’  6” 

4105’  6“ 

299’ 
217’  6” 
240’  6” 

5496’  6”  2704’ 

731’  6” 

381’ 
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1939  MAIN  LINE  EXTENSIONS 
(Charged  to  Special  Accounts) 

C’larence  Street (i4’ 

East  Street 

Riverside  Avenue 73<S’ 

Tyler  Street 3138’ 


Totals 3207’  13, ()()()’  2704’ 


Total  - -1031)  Main  l.ine  Extensions 10,877’ 


PI M PINT ; STATION 

Dining  the  summer  of  this  year  we  experienced  a rather  serious  drought. 
Portunately  our  reservoirs  of  water  supply  carried  us  through  this  period  without 
any  serious  threat  of  shortage.  The  records  show  that  the  amount  of  precipita- 
tion for  1030  was  approximately  25  per  cent  less  than  the  average.  If  these 
conditions  continue  through  the  winter  and  spiing  of  1040,  when  our  reservoirs 
aie  normally  stoiing  uj)  potential  supplies  for  the  diy  summer  period,  we  can 
expect  a situation  which  might  cause  serious  concei'u.  It  is  with  these  facts  in 
mind  that  1 recommend  the  development  of  an  additional  well  supply  at  a location 
which  was  tested  during  the  survey  which  was  made  in  1036  for  locations  of  the 
Bowler  wells.  The  test  which  I refer  to  was  made  in  the  location  of  the  old  ice 
house  which  .stood  just  lielow  the  dam  at  Orr’s  Pond  and  indicated  the  largest 
supply  of  au}^  location  tested.  1 recommend  that  a well  be  driven  here  with  the 
necessaiy  pumping  equipment  housed  in  a small  brick  house  similar  to  the  Bowler 
well  houses.  An  eight-inch  pipe  line  could  then  be  installed  from  this  point  to 
^^'est  Stieet, continuing  along  West  Stieet  to  the  pumping  station, then  connected 
to  one  of  the  present  lines  which  feed  into  the  treatment  plant. 

The  cost  of  pumping  ])er  million  gallons  was  slightly  lower  this  year  than  foi 
1938.  Every  advantage  is  taken  of  the  low  off-peak  rate  at  night  to  lower  our  power 
costs  for  pumping.  The  jiower  con.surnjition  is  checked  periodically  during  the 
year. 

The  aerating  and  treatment  eipiipment  have  given  very  satisfactory  service 
during  the  year.  With  periodic  testing  we  have  been  assurecl  of  a uniformly  good 
quality  of  water.  The  absence  of  complaints  regarding  the  water  is  the  best 
criterion  of  the  success  of  our  efforts. 

Adjacent  to  the  pumping  station  is  located  the  dwelling  house  which  is 
owned  by  the  (uty  and  in  which  the  chief  engineei  of  the  pumping  station  resides. 
1 have  made  recommendations  previously  in  my  rejioits  for  the  renovation  of  this 
])roperty.  However,  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  the 
conditions.  The  plumbing  throughout  the  house,  including  fixtures,  is  entirely 
unsatisfactory.  Sections  of  flooring  have  to  be  removed  to  gain  access  to  the 
piping.  A number  of  yeais  ago  a liieak  in  the  piping  flooded  a portion  of  the 
house  causing  plaster  to  fall  and  lesulted  in  irieparable  damage  to  house  furnishings. 
A short  time  ago  another  break  occurred  but  was  located  before  damage  resulted. 
The  electric  wiring  throughout  the  house  should  be  gone  over  thoroughly.  No 
repair  work  such  as  painting  or  papering  has  been  done  irr  the  house  for  at  least 
ten  years.  On  the  outside,  the  house  requires  painting  and  a few  odd  repair  jobs. 
I hope  in  the  coming  year  this  situation  will  receive  its  due  attention. 

It  is  very  much  the  desire  of  this  department  that  a portable  chlorinator  be 
jri’ovided  for  our  use.  The  type  used  by  the  ^Massachusetts  Department  of 
Health  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  us  for  emergencies,  also  being  a portable 
unit  could  be  used  for  sterilizirrg  new  installations,  the  standpipe  and  the  clear 
well  at  the  pumping  station.  It  should  be  irnderstood  that  the  greater  portion  of 
our  drinking  water  flows  down  the  Seven  Mile  River  over  which  we  have  no  more 
than  general  supervision.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  department  to  chlorinate 
our  water,  but  such  a unit  would  be  good  irrsurance  in  case  of  need. 

Various  tables  pertaining  to  the  Pumping  Station  follow: 


PUMPING  RECORDS— 1939 
Electric  Pump — South  Attleboro 
Totals  per  Month 

Gallons 

Coal  Con-  Pumped  Kilowatts 

Month  Hours  Pumping  sumed  lbs.  Vent.  Meter  Used 


January 

. . .217 

hrs. 

2.5 

min. 

22,872* 

33,262,000 

36,100 

February 

. . .208 

hrs. 

1.5 

min. 

18,27.5* 

32,134,000 

34,480 

March 

hrs. 

.5.5 

min. 

19,770* 

36,249,000 

38,430 

Api  il 

. . .210 

hrs. 

,50 

min. 

18,300* 

32,931,000 

34,730 

May 

, . .271 

his. 

15 

min. 

14,200* 

38,122,000 

41,340 

June 

. . . 260 

hrs. 

30 

min. 

7,100* 

40,549,000 

43,420 

July 

. . .272 

hrs. 

35 

min. 

42,143,000 

44,910 

August 

. . .2.78 

his. 

40 

min. 

39,8.59,000 

42,510 

September 

. . . 228 

hrs. 

50 

min. 

10,000* 

3.5,162,000 

37,670 

October 

, . . 2IM 

hrs. 

25 

min. 

12,715* 

35,671,000 

38,470 

November 

. . .214 

hrs. 

25 

min. 

19,042* 

32,797,000 

3.5,220 

I )ecembei 

. . 224 

hrs. 

35 

min. 

20,32.5* 

33,986,000 

36,640 

J"otals  for  year. 

. . 28.89 

hrs. 

40 

min. 

102,. 599 

432,86.5,000 

463,930 

*C’oal  used  for  Snow 

pump 

stand  by  and  heating  purposes 

only. 

PUMPING  RECORDS— 1939 
Electric  Pump — South  Attleboro 


Daily  Averages  per  Month 

Gallons 

Coal  Con-  Pumped  Kilowatts 


Month 

Hours  Pumping 

sumed  lbs. 

Vent.  Meter 

Used 

January 

.7  hrs. 

738* 

1,072,968 

1,165 

February 

.7  hrs.  2()  rnin. 

563* 

1,147,642 

1,231 

March 

7 hrs.  29  min 

638* 

1,169,323 

1,240 

.\pril 

.7  hrs.  2 min. 

610* 

1,097,700 

1,1.58 

May 

.8  hrs.  45  min. 

4.58* 

1 ,229,742 

1,3.34 

June 

.8  hrs.  .53  min. 

237* 

1,351,633 

1,447 

duly 

.8  his.  48  min. 

1,359,452 

1,449 

August 

.8  hrs.  21  min. 

1,28.5,774 

1,371 

September 

.7  hrs.  .38  min. 

333* 

1,172,066 

1,256 

October 

. 7 hrs.  34  min. 

410* 

1,150,677 

1,241 

November 

.7  hrs.  9 min. 

635* 

1,093,233 

1,174 

December 

. 7 hrs.  1.5  min. 

656* 

1,096,324 

1,182 

Daily  Averages  for  Year 

7 hrs.  47  min. 

.537 

1,18.5,544 

1,271 

*C^oal  used  for  Snow  pump  stand  liy  and  heating  purposes 

only 
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EXPENDITURES  1939— PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 
Charges  to  December  31,  1939 

General  Administration 

Supei intendent’s  Slaai y I 3,500 . 00 

Assistant  Engineers’  Salaries,  Rodman,  etc 0,938.00 

Clerical  Labor 4,628 . 00 

Engineering  Supplies 157.42 

Office  Supplies 152.47 

Insurance 35.32 

Supt.  Auto  Maint .75 

Rent 840.00 

Light 12.76 

Telephone 104.15 

Incidentals 14.80  S 19,383.76 


Highway  Division 

Resurfacing 4,538.64 

Drains 2,583.07 

Street  Sweeping 863 . 32 

Street  Patching 4,253 . 70 

Street  Cleaning 1,335.08 

Sidewalk  Maintenance 692 . 76 

Equipment,  Maint.  and  Repair 663 . 28 

Road  Rollers 979.82 

Auto  Maintenance 743.74 

Road  Oil  and  Tar 2,961 .39 

Bridges,  fences  and  culverts 1,714.93 

Crushers 1,025.03 

Ten  Mile  River  and  Thacher  Brook 104 . 65 

Insurance 1 ,657 . 1 3 

Vacations 380.26 

Signs,  Clock  and  Numbers 111.43 

Incidentals 74.76 

Snow  and  Ice 6,185.15 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 577. 15  31,445.38 


New  Equipment 3,475.00 

Street  Lighting 30,980.24 

Repair  Division — Labor  and  Material 9,000 . 93 


Water  Division 

Maintenance  Payroll 8,463 . 25 

Maintenance  Material 1,267.26 

New  Meter-s 1,527.01 

Services 1,405.92 

Shop  and  Barn 718.63 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 150.35 

Main  Line  Maintenance 1,355.31 

Auto  Operation 648 . 5 1 

Insurance 1,074.32 

Taxes 328 . 00 

Incidentals 36.80  16,975.36 
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Main  Line  Extension 200 . 00 

Clarence  St.  Main  Line  Extension 126.00 

Riverside  Avenue  Main  Line  Extension 1,546.80 

Tyler  Street  Water  Extension 640.04 

East  St.  Main  Line  Extension 270 . 00 

W.  P.  A.  Project  No.  30616 27,455.46 

W.  P.  A.  Water  Installation  Project 809.48 

W.  P.  A.  Water  Extensions  (No.  30616) 1,815.56 

Pumping  Station  Division 

Payroll 5783 . 16 

Overtime 73.96 

Fuel 769.95 

Oil 23.83 

Pumps 140.72 

Boilers 51.19 

Cleaning  Filter  Beds 590.24 

Care  of  Equipment,  Ci-ounds  and  Beds 274 . 18 

Phone 73.40 

Incidentals 21.60 

Chemicals 386.51 

Electric  Power  and  Light 8770 . 74 


16,959.48 

Sewer  Division 

Filter  Beds 1861.14 

Kejrair  and  Care  of  Sewers 449 . 78 


2,310.92 

Hebronville  Trunk  Sewer 4,962.68 

Martin  and  Major  Streets  Sewer 577 . 83 

Clarence  Street  Sanitary  Sewer  Extension 465.35 

Solomon  Street  Sewer 86.07 

Rifle  Range 225.00 

City  Survey 8.41 

Highway  Fund — Chapter  500,  Acts  of  1938 1,973.13 

W.  P.  A.  Road  Improvement 37,117.99 

West  Street  Retaining  Wall 242 . 65 

ddiacher  Street  Reconstr-uction 2,192.38 

Repair  of  Standpipe 44.81 

Clifton  Street  Relocation  and  Drainage 12.65 

W.  P,  A.  Storm  Rehabilitation  Project 4,377.86 

W.  P.  A.  Recreation  and  Park  Project 5,829.42 

Capron  Park  Log  Sawing  Account 525  00 

Special  Labor  Account 14,264.79 

Read  Str-eet  Drainage 1,130.01 

Maple  Street  Drainage  Project 1,473.61 

Manchester  Lot  Drain — Relocation  and  Reconstruction  4,501.55 

Shade  Tree  Planting  Account 327 . 46 

W.  P.  A.  North  Main  Street  Parking  Lot 527 . 50 

Ceorge  Street  Drain I bl 


$244,262.17 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
the  members  of  the  Municipal  Council  and  other  City  Officials  for  courtesies  arrd 
assistance  rendered  this  Department  and  myself  during  the  year.  To  the  em- 
ployes of  this  Department  I also  extend  my  thanks  for  their  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  W.  MAWNEY, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Works 
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Edward  H.  Brown 
City  Auditor 


City  Auditor’s  Report 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor-,  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

I submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Auditing  Department. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1939  the  Auditing  Department  has 
audited  all  bills  and  payrolls  presented  for  payment. 

It  has  also  made  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer,  the  City 
Clerk,  and  City  Collector,  all  of  which  have  been  found  corr-ect. 

The  accounts  of  the  Commissioner-s  of  the  Sewer  Assessment  Investment 
Fund  have  been  examined  and  all  securities  held  by  them  checked  and  verified 

The  Tr-ust  Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  have  been  examined  and  found  correct,  and  all  securities  held  by 
them  examined  and  found  to  agree  with  the  repor-t  as  presented. 

The  financial  statements,  schedules,  etc.,  will  be  found  on  the  following  pages, 

E.  H.  Browm, 

City  Auditor. 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
BALANCE  SHEET— DECEMBER  31,  1939 
Revenue  Accounts 
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SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  DEBT 
Recorded  in  Auditing  Department 
Inside  Debt  Limit  (Authorized  by  General  Law) 

Hebronville  Schoolhouse  Bonds $ 64,000.00 

Street  Loan  Bonds 15,000 . 00  S 79,000 . 00 


Outside  Debt  Limit  (Authorized  by  General  Law) 


Sewer  Loan 27,000 . 00 

Lincoln  School  Building  Loan 49,000 . 00 

Additional  Water  Supply  Bonds 70,000.00 

Water  Serial  Loans  Prior  to  1913 7,000.00 

Pumping  Station  and  Reservoir  Bonds 3,000.00 

High  School  Bonds 67,500.00 

Municipal  Relief  Loan  Chapter  58 58,000.00 


281,500.00 

Less  Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund 18,642 . 32  262,857 . 68 


Revenue  Loans . 150,000 . 00 


491,857.68 
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SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  PROPERTY 
Recorded  in  Assessing  Department 
TAXABLE 

Real  Estate,  12  Holman  Street S4,815.00 

Garage,  South  Main  Street 2,030.00 

Real  Estate,  (Crandall  Property),  48  North  Main  Street 12,155.00 

Real  Estate,  62  North  Main  Street 12,250.00 


NON-TAXABLE 

Fire  Department: 

Union  Street  Hose  House 24,025.00 

South  Main  Street  Hose  Plouse 1,600.00 

South  Main  Street  Hose  House 56,565.00 

Newport  Avenue  Hose  House 18,785.00 

Peck  Street  Lot 650.00 

Police  Department; 

Wall  Street,  Real  Estate 34,500 . 00 

School  Department: 

Bank  Street  School 46,000 . 00 

Bliss  School,  Park  Street 210,225.00 

Briggs  Corner  School 21,000.00 

Carpenter  Street  School 16,575 . 00 

Dodgeville  School 33,000 . 00 

Farmer’s  School 22,000 . 00 

Hebronville — Knight  Avenue 1,200.00 

Knight  Avenue 5,000.00 

Finberg  School 136,000 . 00 

High  School 389,000.00 

Lincoln  School 171,060.00 

Plat  School,  Pond  Street 9,500.00 

Pleasant  Street  School 18,000.00 

Prospect  Street  School 16,800.00 

Richardson  School 237,160.00 

Sanford  Street  School 102,875.00 

South  Attleboro  School,  Newport  Avenue 20,850.00 

Tiffany  School 84,000.00 

Washington  Street  School 69,745.00 

Public  Works  Department; 

Forest  Street,  east  side 7,000.00 

Forest  Street,  east  side 5,000 . 00 

Water  Tower,  Thacher  Street 45,800.00 

West  Street,  Pumping  Station  and  Dwelling 30,000.00 

Buildings,  rear  County  Street 11,100.00 
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South  Avenue,  lot  east  side 75.00 

West  Street,  south  side 150.00 

West  Street,  south  side 58,000.00 

West  Stieet,  south  side 100.00 

Cliff  Street,  south  side 3,000 . 00 

Hodges  Street,  west  side 2,100.00 

Sewer  Beds 46,000 . 00 

Rifle  Range  (Clifton  Street) 4,250.00 

Miscellaneous : 

Attleboro  Hospital  Company  (Sturdy  Hospital) 494,340.00 

Attleboro  Public  Library 81,680.00 

City  Infirmary,  Tiffany  Street 11,500.00 

Angell  Park 1,000.00 

Capron  Park 54,500.00 

Finberg  Park 2,500.00 

Hayward  Pdeld 14,000 . 00 

Horton  Playground 9,270 . 00 

Common,  Park  Street 25,000.00 

South  Main  Street  School 3,600 . 00 

Voting  Booth,  Union  Street 13,515.00 

Lot,  South  Main  Street,  west  side 100.00 

North  Main  Street,  west  side 7,130.00 

North  Main  Street,  west  side 1,200.00 

Dean  Road,  69  Devonshire  Park 50.00 

Blackinton  Park,  North  Main  Street,  west  side 600.00 

Parker  Street 6,500.00 

New  Well  Site,  Bank  Street 2,400.00 

Third  Street,  east  side 625.00 

Oakland  Avenue,  east  side 200 . 00 
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MAYOR’S  FED.  RELIEF  DIV. 

Other  Expenses — 1938 

Rent — Local  Commissary 57.00 

Taunton  Commissary  Charge ....  42.31 


Debit  Debit  Unexpended  Credit  Credit  Appro- 

Department  Expended  Transfergi  Total  Balances  Total  Transfers  Receipts  priations 
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Other  Expenses 

New  Typewriter 107 . 73 

Incidentals 57.27 
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Erection  of  Street  Signs 12.40 

Painting  Traffic  Lines 141 .50 

Lock-up  and  maintenance  costs.  . 60.60 

Incidentals ! 168 . 27 
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FIRE  DEPT. 

Training  School  Expense 
(George  Deen  Fund) 

2.96  2.96  72.04  75.00  75.00 


FIRE  DEPT. 
Hydrants 
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Salary  and  Wages 

Superintendent 1 ,200 , 00 

Labor 1,880.00 

Repairing  Tree  Sprayer 2.40 


Other  Expenses 

Maintenance  of  Truck 22.5 . 95 

Supplies ^ 25G . 00 

Incidentals > 60.14 
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HEALTH  OFFICER 
Dental  Clinic 

'entists’  Fees 1 ,520 . 00 
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HEALTH  OFFICER 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Fees  Payable 

Expense 10,00  10.00  0.00  10.00  10.00 


PUBLIC  WORKS— GEN.  ADM. 

Salary  and  Wages 

Superintendent 3,500  00 
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. Maintenance  and  Operation 
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Repair  Division — Labor  and  Material 

Labor 2,130.39 

Material 6,864 . 54 
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BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
City  Infirmary — Salary  and  Wages 

Matron SOO . 00 

Labor 500 . 00 
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BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
Old  Age  Assistance  Act 

Weekly  Cash 88,079 . 26 

Cities,  towns  and  institutions. . . . 1,204. 18 
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Towns,  cities  and  institutions 492.96 

Buiials 400.00 
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Phone 47.58 

Office  Supplier 7.20 

Travelling  Expenses 128.10 

Incidentals 4.20 
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Operating  School  Plant* 

Janitors 20,669.68 

Auxiliary  Agencies' 

School  Phyt  ician 1 ,200 . 00 

School  Nuise 1,550.00 
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